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“Are you a one or a zero?’ he yells over 
the bass, pulling me closer. 

‘I'm not sure. What do they mean?’ 

He holds up the index finger on his right 
hand and makes a little “O” with the left, 
then sticks them together to demon- 
strate.” 

Conversation at a tongzhibar in Chengdu. 


WALTER JULE / 22 


“It'd be difficult to overstate Jule’s impor- 
tance to the visual arts in Western 
Canada ... he was instrumental in shap- 
ing the U of A’s print program’—Mary 
Christa O'Keefe, writer, on U of A print- 
making guru Walter Jule 


DAVID LYNCH RETROSPECTIVE / 26 


“The quartet of features screened may 
represent only a fraction of the Lynch 
canon, but it’s an intriguing and diverse 
selection’ —Josef Braun, critic, on Metro 
Cinema’s choices. 
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“Some people would say, ‘why even make 
a record; just make three new songs and 
put them on iTunes. But no, | still like to 
treat it like an album and | can’t imagine 
not."—Danny Michel, musician, on creat- 
ing full albums in a digital age. 
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he taxing issue of carbon 


HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

‘top me if you've heard this one: a government convenes a hand-picked 
task force to delve deep into the details of a vexing public policy issue, only 
‘Teject the recommendations that emerge if they don’t like what they hear. 
‘Such was the response of federal Environment Minister John Baird to the Jan 7 
telease of the final report of the Round Table on the Environment and the Econo- 
my. The report, entitled Getting to 2050: Canada's Transition to a Low-emission 
Future, lays out a series of recommendations to meet the government's stated goal 
to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by between 60 and 70 per cent by 
2050 {ignoring for now that the Conservatives have moved the goalposts and are 
now talking relative to 2006 levels, not 1990 emissions like the rest of the world). 

The panel’s recommendations are predicated on the need to “Implement a 
strong, clear, consistent and certain GHG emission price signal across the 
entire Canadian economy as soon as possible ....” A central recommendation 
is the implementation of a carbon tax, cap-and-trade system or some combi- 
nation in order to create a financial incentive for companies and individuals to 
switch to less carbon-intensive alternatives. 

Baird’s response to the suggestion of a carbon tax was succinct and painfully 
political: “We think a new tax sounds like a Liberal idea.” An odd statement con- 
sidering it was then-Conservative Environment Minister Rona Ambrose who 
started the process in 2006, the chair of the panel is Finance Minister Jim Flaher- 
ty’s former chief of staff, and Baird knows full well that Liberal leader Stephane 
Dion—and indeed all federal parties except the Greens—oppose a carbon tax. 

The response from Alberta Environment Minister Rob Renner was equally 
dismissive of such a tax, saying, “we have been and continue to be opposed to 
any kind of implementation of a cross-the-board tax.” 

Such ideologically driven responses are especially disappointing given that 
everyone from mainstream environmental groups to the not-exactly progressive 
Canadian Council of Chief Executives reacted favourably to the plan. More frus- 
trating is the out-of-hand rejection of a tax which would put Canada on the right 
path with minimal economic impact, estimated by chair David McLaughlin at 
between one or two years of ‘lost growth’ in GDP between now and 2050. 

Sadly, ideology and partisan bluster continues to trump meaningful action 
on climate change based on sound advice—even when it’s advice the Conser- 
vatives asked for. w 
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= LETTERS 


THE LIFE OF A TFW 


Your article about foreign workers ("Good 
enough to work, good enough to stay,” Dec 
13 - Dec 18, 2007) touches on all the aspects 
of the imbalances of the government's pro- 
gram for temporary workers. Thank you very 
much for trying to look at that view point. |, 
myself, am in that program, particularly in 
fast food service. | must say that working 
here was better than staying in our home 
country. But then, as you have said, we are 
afraid to speak of our rights and impartiality 
that we faced, and afraid of being sent home. 
| have tried to draft this several times, think- 
ing would it matter if | should reply or not ... 
afraid as always. 

In our contract, we are not allowed to 
work for another employer, we are not 
allowed to take a credit course. | could 
understand the impact of having two 
employers and not to go for further stud- 
ies. | could stand away from that and just 
go on with what | am allowed to do. But 
then, the primary reason of coming here 
and work hard is to earn more and sup- 
port our families back home. 

Further unfair practice is that we are 
just receiving the same rate for regular 
working hours and for overtime. And, how 
many of us are working so much more 


A BILLION GATILLION DOLL NES 
JUST DOESN'T STRETCH AS FAP 


AS IT USED TO. 


RAY 2008 / 6 
DYER STRAIGHT / 8 
INFINITE LIVES / 9 


than that of our target weekly hours? 
Well, | would say nobody is looking into 
that. During times when the store is at its 
lean season we are just given the mini- 
mum hours we can work at and it does 
mean we will earn less. More often than 
not we are struggling to make all ends 
meet. At the least, fast food workers earn 
just’$1400 - $2000 in a month. 

Being far from home is very different 
from having our families at our side. 
Parenting is harder and children’s moti- 
vational and psychological understand- 
ing is jeopardized. It is just like nobody in 
the family is in a win-win situation. The 
foreign workers are dedicated to stay 
and help the government to lessen its 
burden of labour shortages. But we also 
need to be looked after too, and on our 
rights employers are failing to do so. 

You are truly right, if foreign workers 
are good enough to work they should be 
given the chance to stay. But, for 
Alberta, it is only through employer ini- 
tiative that gives us a chance of staying 
permanently, and that is through provin- 
cial nomination. But the reality that not 
all employers are willing to participate in 
nomination is always a concern. 

| am just hoping that better things 
could happen. 


NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST 
GREEN FEDERAL ELECTION 


No Canadian election has ever been 
fought over the environment, since few 


political parties have been dumb 
enough to present views on the issue 
that can be effectively attacked during 
an election. That is until now. 

Last summer. Mr Harper prorogued 
Parliament to derail the proposed 
Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Act. Environment Minister John Baird 
then went to the world climate confer- 
ence in Bali and worked to derail agree- 
ments on worldwide emissions caps. 

At the same time, the Harper govern- 
ment put both healtheare and the envi- 
ronment at risk by mismanaging the 
Chalk River medical isotope facility. 

Evidently, Harper's government is 
actively working against environment 
protection and ignoring healthcare. The 
result may be that the upcoming federal 
election is the first election in which the 
environment-health file is prominently 
debated and affects the outcome 


EUGENE PARKS 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TSJ 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email {let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity 
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VUEPOINT 


CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS / chrisp@vaeweekly.com 
here's one image of Chengdu 
after midnight I'll never forget: 
a-girl on the dark red dance 
floor holding herself, moving slowly 
back and forth, watching her body 
sweat in front of a mirrored wall. She 
has an ocean-like calm infinitely 
aided by the fresh snort of K she’s just 
taken and a weak shot of something 
orange and sweet. 

This, I learn, is what a birthday 
party for a 20-something looks like 
these days in Chengdu, the sizzling, 
simmering capital of southwest 
China's Sichuan province. Particularly 
a party hosted by a 24-year-old and 
his boyfriend. 

Gay life in China has changed a lot 
over the past few decades. As is quot- 
ed to excess by Western press, it was 
only in 2001 that homosexuality was 
officially struck from the national psy- 
chiatric association’s list of mental 
disorders. In megacities like Chengdu 
and its rival Chongging—China’s 
unofficial gay capitals—it doesn’t take 
long to see those changes. Hookups 
in moonlit parks after hours are giving 
way to a growing world of online 
chatting, discos and even a few fledg- 
ling support lines. 

My invite to the party comes 
through a few guys I met at a poorly- 
lit French bar called Café Paname, 
one of the few places in town that 
locals mix comfortably with the 
expats, students and English teachers 
flooding the district around the Amer- 
ican embassy. Without a drink in hand 
but soaked from the heat, I sit down 
with a few American friends and the 
coy Chinese girl sitting alone that they 
were chatting up. Jin Jin insists she’s 
, waiting for her friends to come 
ack, and sure enough two skinny 
S soon join us. 

Femininity here isn’t as clear of an 
indicator of sexuality as in the West 
When all the boys hold hands walking 
down the street together, it’s hard to 
tell who are friends and who are 
friends.” Tight shirts and tighter jeans 
n to be universal signals, though 
ore we've even had the awk- 
foreigner-handshake, her 
f s Fei Hu and Xiao Li are mak- 
es at me from across the table 
k them if they were just ata 
zhi bar, and they grin. They ask if 

interested in going, and my 
yle protests are useless as they 
pull me up, arm in arm 


iS a 


ot 
y 


THE WORD tongzhi holds a special place 
heart. Literally, it translates as 
mething like “same thinking,” a fit- 
efinition for the meaning it held 
lecades after Mao’s communists 
comrade. In recent memory, 
though, tongzhi has become deliciously 
e catch-all slang for dykes, 

s of any stripe. It’s a 
yn the much less catchy 


noved in 


tongxinglian, the dusty official term for 
same-sex love 

A quick peek into the bar they’ve just 
left tells us that 4 am has brought the 
end of the night at last. A few stragglers 
cozy up for.one last dizzy snuggle on 
the dim pink dance floor, while the rest 
stumble out the door toward home or 
one last round of beers and shao kao, 
the searingly hot street barbeque best 
enjoyed after 12 anyway. Fei Hu and 
Xiao Li seem to see this as more an 
opportunity than a disappointment 
They casually mention a birthday party 
one of their friends is having the next 
night—would | like to drop in, just for a 
little while? 

We all swap cell phone numbers 
and arrange to first “go out and play” 
whenever we emerge from hiberation 
in the afternoon 


= CHINA 


THE NEXT DAY, the three of them wait 


for me across the same plaza and 
flag down a green and yellow cab. 
We unanimously decide to go out for 
KTV—karaoke on Chinese terms— 
and Jin Jin gives the driver directions 
to a place called “Beautiful World” 
across town. 

“So what is it like being gay in 
China?” I ask Fei Hu, dodging traffic 
on all sides as the impatient cabbie 
speeds away after dropping us off. 

“What do you mean?” 

1 fumble with how to explain myself 
better. My internal thesaurus is com- 
ing up short. 

“What ... what’s your situation like 
here?” Situation? Nice one, dumbass. 


“Our situation?” Fei Hu asks. 

“Yeah.” 

“Yi ban ban,” he shrugs with a little 
smile. “Average.” 

KTV in China hardly resembles 
karaoke bars in the West. You get 
your friends together, buy some 
drinks and snacks and spend the 
whole afternoon in your own room 
flipping through your best impres- 
sions of Wang Fei and the Backstreet 
Boys together. 

We step up out of the grimy, perpet- 
ually overcast Chengdu afternoon into 
ultra-swanky Beautiful World and 
spend the better part of our day 
bravely attempting bilingual duets 
and some outrageously good mango 
drinks. Fei Hu and Xiao Li want to 
hear me sing everything I'm even 
vaguely familiar with in Chinese. We 
dance, they get me to join in on some 


old ‘80s tunes I’ve never heard and 
the three of us make a game effort of 
a few Madonna songs. 

Eventually we wear ourselves out 
with Britney and Coco Lee, one of her 
rough Asian equivalents—xXiao Li 
can’t get enough of her. While he 
wears his voice out, Fei Hu sidles up 
closer beside me on the smooth 
leather couch and dims the lights to 
“make it more comfortable.” 

"This guy you're seeing,” he asks 
me seriously, “is it just a casual thing? 
What's he going to do when you go 
back home?” 

The “guy” and I met by chance at a 
drag bar near the massive downtown 
commercial street called Chun Xi Lu. 
Like every place in China, Chun Xi Lu 
is more than it seems. A home for 
everything from a huge curtain- 
glassed Haagen-Dazs to Japanese 
department store Ito Yokado to end- 
less competing (and practically identi- 
cal) men’s fashion outlets, it’s far and 
away the most touristy, shoppy part of 
the very shoppy Yan Shi Kou neigh- 
bourhood. It is also home to Cheng- 
du’s hippest gaybourhood. It isn’t 
Toronto's Church Street, but trendy 
downtown apartments and third floor 
discos above optical stores have dis- 
creetly become home to a whole 
community of hand-holding boys in 
tight jeans. 

Our afternoon at Beautiful World 
starts to wind down, and we order a 
quick snack for the road before part- 
ing ways to freshen up for the party. 


THE TONGZHI SCENE in sprawling Chi- 


nese metropolises like Chengdu is 
getting bigger and braver. Condom 
use is fairly widespread in the urban 
scene, although ever-more-mobile 
money boys are said to be increasing- 
ly at risk for both contracting and 
transmitting HIV. Current waves of 
public intolerance have much of their 
roots in the import of Western homo- 
phobic mores about a century ago 
and their stricter enforcement after 
the establishment of the People’s 
Republic and the campaigns of the 
Cultural Revolution. Gay bars like Bei- 
jing’s grope-friendly Destination are 
slowly coming out of darkened alleys 
and lala (lesbian) hangouts are—well, 
there are actually some around now. 
Still, police intimidation hasn't disap- 
peared as a way to keep people from 
having non-heterosexual fun too visi- 
bly. Bars all over the country can still be 
shut down almost on whim, so even 
the most well-scoped-out finds are 
sometimes mysteriously torn down 
overnight (in some cases, building and 
all). Bloggers, message-board posters 
and the writers of pan-Asian queer site 
Utopia do their damndest to keep pace. 
It should be mentioned that it’s a dif- 
ferent world altogether in the country- 
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Station groubreaking ceremony 
se le ee @ VZLF (Valley Zoo Liberation 
Front) founding meeting 
@ “Cultural Capital” designation 
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© the long-awaited return 
of the city’s bicycle racks 
@ 2 paltry municipal tax increase 
of 7.5 per cent 
@ Legislature dome collapses 
under the hefty stench of 
another Progressive 
Conservative majority 
(J) West Edmonton Mall opens 
Phases 5 through 12 


by Raymond E. Biesinger @) www.fifteen.ca 


@ the North Manning Drive - 
Independence Movement @ Belgravia-McKernan LRT 
station opening 
@ Edmonton City Centre Airport 
rebranded as “the Tories’ 
Personal Plaything!” 


@ the Rahim Team unseated by 
limp, cute kitten with 
withered hind leg 


@ the Edmonton Sun 
dutifully unmasking City 
Council Marxists 


@ NDP MP Raj Pannu’s retirement 
bash savages, levels much of 
Whyte Avenue 


@ Oilers’ forward Raffi Torres 
hanging out at the 99th St. Shell 
station post-loss (again) 


ex-Mayoral hopeful Bill 
Whatcott loses heated debate 
with an unborn child 


@ Canadian Forces Base 
Fort Edmonton 
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@ billionaire pharmaceutical 
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celebrated. A story goes that 
Han dynasty Emperor Ai once fell 

ly in love with a young concubine 
in his court. One morning, the emperor 
awoke with the boy asleep on his arm. 
Rather than wake him, he decided to 
cut off his sleeve before he rose. “Cut- 
sleeve passion” has since made its 
way into the lexicon to describe love 
between two men. 

Yet in rural China today, there is 
rarely any question that no matter 
who he makes love to in private, a 
son must marry a woman and bring 
his parents grandchildren. To save 
face for their families, most do. Gay 
affairs on the side are sometimes tol- 
erated if they're kept discreet and 
don’t interfere with the marriage. 
Without access to the internet, the 
main community support system for 
queers in the city simply doesn’t exist 
for most out here. 

Chengdu's got the boys, to be 
sure, but more open, outward-look- 
ing cities like Guangzhou and 
Shanghai are farther along the road 
of respect for openly queer people. 


IT’S YET ANOTHER TAXI RIDE to the 
club where Fei Hu and Xiao Li's 
friend is having his birthday bash. Jin 
jin and Fei Hu tell me Xiao Li is going 
to be late, but he wants us to go 
ahead first. 

The party is in a private room at 
what looks like a KTV bar for the 
Louis Vuitton crowd. Marble and 
gold elevators take us up to the 
room, where about 20 boys and girls 
are sprawled on leather benches 
around a few glass tables and doing 
their best to ignore the giant flat 
screen TV playing music videos 
across the room. 

“Sit!” says Jin Jin, and Fei Hu and | 
find a place by a guy with long hair, 
already clumsy on the watery orange 
punch coming around in pitchers, 
who I'm told performs at that drag 
bar in Yan Shi Kou. | smile sheepish- 
ly as Fei Hu makes me wave hello 
across the room to their friends and 
guess which ones are gay and which 
ones are straight. None of the 
women are lesbians. 

The birthday boy makes his way 
over at last and Fei Hu grins widely 
and introduces me as his new for- 
eigner boyfriend, his hands travelling 
below my waist for the first time as 
he rests them casually on my knee. 
When I look over to protest, he begs 
me to pretend so all his friends will 
be jealous. How can I say no? 

Gui Gui is sweet and generous as a 
host. To my surprise, this means that 
in a moment he’s brought out plates 
of white ketamine powder and straws 
for everyone. Better known as K, it’s a 
fixture for young people in Chengdu at 
bars and discos these days. Before I 

arrived I'd never even heard of the 
stuff, which is mostly used in North 
America as a veterinary anaesthetic. 
When the tray comes around, I politely 
decline but Fei Hu does a line before 
Passing it to our near immobile some- 
i 4g queen. 
“Don’t the owners mind?" I ask Jin 


Jin. 
“Are you kidding?” she says. “It’s 


the only way they make any money 
here.” 


TRYING MY BEST not to seem too 


commital, | get up to dance with Fei 
Hu, who I’ve just found out used to 
perform underneath disco lights at a 
bar not far from here. 

“Are you a one or a zero?” he yells 
over the bass, pulling me closer. 

“I’m not sure. What do they 
mean?” 

He holds up the index finger on his 
right hand and makes a little "O” 
with the left, then sticks them 
together to demonstrate. 

“Ah, 1 get it,” I reply dumbly. He 
looks curious and says, “Why, what 
do you call them?” 

Jin Jin tactfully walks up with a 
glass of the orange stuff in one hand 
and some little tissues for wiping 
down a little sweat in the other. The 
distribution of these items is by no 
means equal. I’m the one who's still 
sober and sweaty, she’s astutely 
observed. 

Xiao Li finally arrives, presumably 
much more finely preened. All I can 
see is a new pair of suspenders he’s 
found. He shoots me a sulking dirty 
look when he sees Fei Hu and I 
dancing hip to hip. 

“I'm tired,” I shout over the music. 

“Me too,” says Fei Hu. We decide 
to hold out until Gui Gui’s boyfriend 
comes out and the two hold hands 
and cut his cake together. Yawning, 
Jin Jin waves at us as we head back 
to the elevator and I try my best to 
remember to be good. v 


The darkness of bipolar disorder 


WELL, WELL, WELL 
hater 


HEALTH 


Long dark January nights, and I've got 
some dark things on my mind. Things like 
those among us irresistibly drawn to 
altered realities, to heightened intensity, 
to being on the run and living on the 
edge. I've got what has been, for con- 
venience sake, labelled bipolar disorder 
on my mind. 

A close cousin to the more familiar 
problems of depression, anxiety, atten- 
tion deficit and oppositional defiant dis- 
orders, bipolar is a member of the 
fastest growing family of health prob- 
lems among children and teens. 

We often don't recognize or acknowl- 
edge bipolar staring us in the face partly 
because it, like everything, exists on a 
continuum of degree, and what we're 
seeing, though troubling, doesn’t line up 
with the more extreme manifestations of 
the disorder that we've heard about. 

But whatever the degree of trouble, 
Manifestations of brain chemistry out of 
whack can baffle us, hurt us, and scare 
us, though they're nothing to be ashamed 
of. And flippant talk about making better 
choices from those who don't get it does- 
n't help or make us any more eager to talk 
about these realities in words that might 
be helpful or healing. 

Not that we're no more than chem- 
istry and have no choices in our behav- 
iour—but we can no more expect our- 


selves or our offspring to behave “nor- 
mally” in the face of faulty brain chemi- 
cal transmission than we can choose to 
run a marathon with osteoporosis. 

Our reticence surrounding bipolar is 
totally understandable—it is still so 
misunderstood, and so judged, and so 
potentially painful. 

Given that one in five bipolar suffer- 
ers successfully complete suicide, and 
that more than 4000 Canadians, mostly 
young males, die from suicide each year, 
and given the rapidly growing number of 
children and teens being diagnosed with 
iteach year, talking about it seems like a 
good thing to do. 


EARLY SIGNS of bipolar in children, 
some of which parallel symptoms of 
attention and hyperactivity disorders, 
include’severe mood swings, hyperactiv- 
ity, extreme irritability, prolonged temper 
tantrums, misplaced intensity and risky 
behaviour. There are of course degrees 
of these behaviours that fall into the 
zone we call normal, but the bipolar child 
or teen is generally way more out there, 
Way more up, more down, more 
excitable, more exuberant, more prone 
to despair, more talkative, more emo- 
tional, more fun, more intense, more 
risk-taking—more everything. 

There are those who say that increased 
diagnosis doesn’t actually reflect 
increased incidence, that mood and 
behaviour problems are being over-diag- 
nosed because they're an easy label, an 
easy way out of dealing with challenging 
behaviour. It's a nice thought—maybe if 
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we just develop better parenting and 
teaching skills and tell Big Pharma to butt 
out the problem will go away? But it's not 
realistic. Because while it’s true that doc- 
tors are being encouraged to look for 
things like bipolar by pharmaceutical com- 
panies, and that Big Pharma has more 
than a little influence and that their 
Motives might be suspect, | don’t believe 
for a second that the motives of doctors or 
parents are suspect. 

Doctors want to help, and they know 
that for parents to seek help with their 
children along these lines, the problems 
are very real—teal enough that they've 
broken through the protective parental 
denial mechanisms that would have us 
believe our child is just having a bad day 
or a bad year, that there's nothing really 
wrong with him or her. 

Once we've taken the critical step of 
acknowledging a problem too large for 
us to cope with alone, solutions, sadly, 
can be mediocre—but they can also be 
life-saving, and should be tried without 
shame. Medications sometimes work 
well, and where they don’t, other options 
exist—and the other options, the ones 
that take into account complexities of 
cause are in fact where | believe our 
greatest hope for troubling behaviour 
lies, but that's a topic for another day. 

For now I'll just say that whether we 
like labels or not, whether we think trou- 
bling tendencies to extreme behaviours 
should be medicated or not, there's a lot 
of pain involved, and it is only in talking 
about them that we can begin to disarm 
the stigma and fear around them. w 
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TOP 10 Kenyan tragedy all about hope and betrayal 


alae 


1) Crank _ oupemaan) 
Soulja Boy Tell 'E 


2) Low 
Flo Rida 


3) Apologize 
Timbaland 


4) Kiss Kiss 
Chris Brown feat. T-Pain 


5) Thunderstruck 
AC/DC 


6) Don't Stop the Music 
Rihanna 


7) No One 
Alicia Keys 


8) Pieces of Me 
Britney Spears 


9) Bubbly 

Colbie Caillat 

10) For the Nights | 
Can’t Remember 
Hedley 
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More than two years ago, when Kenya's 
current opposition leader, Raila Odinga, 
quit President Mwai Kibaki’s government, 
| wrote the following: “The trick will be to 
get Kibaki out without triggering a wave 
of violence that would do the country 
grave and permanent damage ... Bad 
times are coming to Kenya.” 

The bad times have arrived, but the 
violence that has swept Kenya since the 
stolen election on Dec 27 is not just 
African “tribalism.” Kikuyus have been 
the main target of popular wrath and non- 
Kikuyu protesters have been the principal 
victims of the security forces, but this 
confrontation is about trust betrayed, 
hopes dashed and patience strained to 
the breaking point. 

Nobody wants a civil war in Kenya, but 
it's easy to see why Raila Odinga rejects 
calls from abroad to accept the figures for 
the national vote that were announced on 
Dec 30. If Odinga enters a “government of 
national unity” under Kibaki, as the African 
Union and the United States want, then 
he's back in the untenable situation that he 
was in until 2005, and Kibaki will run 
Kenya for another five years. 

If Odinga leaves it to Kenya's courts to 
settle, the result will be the same: there 
have been no verdicts yet on disputed 
results that went to the courts after the 
2002 election. So when the opposition 
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leader was asked by the BBC if he would 
urge his supporters to calm down, he 
replied: “| refuse to be asked to give the 
Kenyan people an anaesthetic so that 
they can be raped.” 

Despite the ugly scenes of recent days, 
Kenya is not an ethnic tinderbox where 
people automatically back their own tribe 
and hate everyone else. For example, it is 
clear that more than half the people who 
voted Mwai Kibaki into the presidency in 
the 2002 election were not of his own 
Kikuyu tribe, because the Kikuyu, 
although they are the biggest tribe, only 
account for 22 per cent of the population. 


“IT refuse Looe 
asked to give the 
Kenyan people 
an anaesthetic 
so that they can 
be raped.” 


KIBAKI'S APPEAL was the promise of 
honest government after 24 years of 
oppressive rule, rigged elections and 
massive corruption under the former pres- 
ident, Daniel arap Moi. If he had been 
just another thug in a suit, most Kenyans 
would have put up with Kibaki’s subse- 
quent behaviour in the same old cynical 
way, but his victory was seen as the 
dawn of a new Kenya where the bad old 
ways no longer reigned. It is his abuse of 
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their high hopes that makes the current 
situation so emotional. 

By 2005, Kibaki’s dependence on an 
inner circle of fellow Kikuyu politicians was 
almost total and the corruption was almost 
as bad as it had been under Moi. The 
British ambassador, Sir Edward Clay, 
accused Kibaki’s ministers of arrogance 
and greed which led them to “eat like glut- 
tons” and “vomit on the shoes” of foreign 
donors and the Kenyan people. The biggest 
foreign donors, the United States, Britain 
and Germany, suspended their aid to the 
country in protest against the corruption. 

Most of the leading reformers quit 
Kibaki’s government in 2005, and in the 
weeks before last month's election their 
main political vehicle, the Orange Democ- 
ratic Movement, had a clear lead in the 
polls. That lead was confirmed in the par- 
liamentary vote on Dec 27, which saw 
half of Kibaki’s cabinet ministers lose 
their seats and gave the opposition a 
clear majority in parliament. But the pres- 
idential vote was another matter. 

Raila Odinga won an easy majority in 
six of Kenya's eight provinces, but in Cen- 
tral, the Kikuyu heartland, the results 
were withheld until long after the vote 
had been announced for more remote 
regions. Observers were banned from the 
counting stations in Central and the cen- 
tral tallying room in Nairobi—and on Dec 
30 Samuel Kivuitu, the chairman of the 
electoral commission, declared that Kiba- 
ki had won the national vote by just 
232 000 votes in a nation of 34 million. 

It stank to high heaven. Ridiculously 
high turnouts were claimed for polling 


stations in Central—arger than the total 
of eligible voters, in some cases—and 
97.3 per cent of the votes there allegedly 
went to Kibaki. It was an operation 
designed to return Kibaki to office while 
preserving a facade of democratic credi- 
bility, but no foreign government except 
the United States congratulated Kibaki on 
his “victory,” not even African ones, and 
local people were not fooled. 

Within two days Samuel Kivuitu 
retracted his declaration of a Kibaki victo- 
ry, saying that the electoral commission 
had come under unbearable pressure 
from the government: “I do not know who 
won the election ... We are culprits as a 
commission. We have to leave it to an 
independent group to investigate what 
actually went wrong.” 

But Kibaki is digging in, and innocent 
Kikuyus—many of whom did not vote for 
Kibaki, despite the announced results— 
are being attacked by furious people from 
other tribes. Meanwhile, the police and 
army obey Kibaki’s orders and attack non- 
Kikuyu protesters. It is not Odinga who 
needs to accept the “result” in order to 
save Kenya from calamity; it is Kibaki 
who needs to step down. 

He probably won't, in which case vio- 
lence may claim yet another African 
country. But don’t blame it on mere “trib- 
alism.” Kenyans are not fools, and they 
know they have been betrayed. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Jue Weekly. 
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Everybody remember “convergence?” The 
age where every home has a single do- 
everything movie-TV-information-Web- 
games box has been just around the 
corner for over a decade ... and most of 
us are still surfing primarily on our com- 
puters and playing games on our con- 
soles, which we may or may not be using 
as DVD players. Digital distribution of 
movies is a reality—only, most of it's 
happening in underground torrents rather 
than along the carefully tended and toll- 
boothed canals the industry would prefer. 
And still, two generations after the still- 
unveiled PlayStation 2 was touted as the 
convergence point, the battle for turning 
consoles into everything-boxes contin- 
ues— cause if only there were some way 
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to make us want it (and pay for it), a 
killing could be made. 

Last month, Microsoft opened up its 
XBox Live Video Store in Canada, in 
advance of which launch they kindly sent 
me a spanking-new 120-gig hard drive 
and a card fat with sweet, sweet 
Microsoft Points. Go nuts! they were say- 
ing; Cram this baby with content! Step 
into the goddamned future for once, 
caveman! Converge! 

And maybe they were right. How long 
can | stay entrenched back here in the 
monomedia age where game consoles play 
games and video players play videos? How 
long can | stay a single-player, offline, 
retro-obsessed crank? I'd happily kept my 
360 offline—when | absolutely had to 
download something, I'd have to physically 
lug the Box to where my ethernet cable 
could reach it—but now | traded in a 
whole stack of dust-gathering dross (sorry, 
Two Worlds; you may be gone, but I'll 
always hate you) for a wireless dealie; | 


even got myself a thrift-shop armchair to 
approximate, cargo-cult style, the (very 
convergent) home theatre systems that as 
a Guy I'm supposed to covet. | was ready 
for the future! 

First futuristic tip: When using a prepaid 
points card, scratch off of the validation 
code with a fingernail rather than with a 
coin, key, butterknife or other metal instru- 
ment. Before | realized it, my nail file had 
scraped away a large part of the printed 
number along with the grey lotto-ticket 
stuff. The first two hours of my conver- 
gence experience were spent squinting 
over the blurred remnant, guessing and 
checking maybe-numbers: is that a Y or a 
K, a B or a D? Painful memories of the time 
when | was 16 and got my dreamgirl’s num- 
ber on the last day of AMA drivertraining 
classes; wrote it on my hand and lost most 
of it through absentminded use of a moist 
rib-restaurant towelette ... 


ANYWAY, | finally got lucky and validated 
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my card, and by that time | was getting 
pretty stoked about what | might find 
inside. Converging or not, \'m still a retro- 
obsessed crank, and I'd remembered how, 
ages ago, one of Microsoft's “it's gonna 
be big” bragging points for the upcoming 
Video Store service was Classic Trek! Oh, 
man! |'ve actually been aching for some 
of the ol’ hazy-focus, styro-stone, double- 
axehandle, broadly allegorical spandex 
sci-fi. Maybe the one where Spock gets a 
face full of hippie bliss spores? 
Disappointment: no Trek for us, not yet. 
The only things available right now in the 
TV section are some Viva Pinata episodes 
and a trailer for an Ultimate Fighting Cham- 
pionship event from 2006. This being early 
in the Canadian launch window—to be 
fair, they still haven't even fully clambered 
over the sill—slim pickin’s are forgivable 
But once you get a Trek hunger going, 
there's not much else that can satisfy you. 
Drooling, you prow! for techno-fantastic 
pulp escapism wherever you can find it... 
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... Which is why I've now got eight days 
and six hours (and counting down) in which 
to enjoy Babylon 5: The Lost Tales—and 24 
hours after that in which to enjoy it 
again—before it disappears from my drive 
Maybe | should let it expire; maybe | can 
find better uses for 72 precious minutes of 
life than absorbing the further bureaucratic 
adventures of Space President Tron and his 
intergalactic squad of overwritten dinner- 
theatre actors. Still .. rental? What the hell 
does anybody need 120 GB of storage for, if 
everything we download is going to evapo- 
fate on viewing? What year is it? Note to 
Microsoft and partners: when last a vendor 
could legitimately charge six bucks for 24 
hours’ worth of access to a single B-grade 
sci-fi movie, you could still get Kru// on 
Betamax. 

Discouraged, | took my remaining 
Microsoft Points and blew them in the 
old-fashioned, unconverged way: on a 
bunch of Live Arcade games |'ll never 

play again. w 
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JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
ndemeath a cliff of cascading 
zp ice, I watched as my friend 
Clayton skied first one, then 
two icy ledges of a waterfall. He land- 
ed a couple metres away in a cloud of 
cold smoke. Below us were snow 
ghosts, pillows and cushiony hits 
leading back to the lift. The day 
before, I'd straightlined a narrow rock 
chute just over a metre wide. Hero 
lines were everywhere, and every 
new run revealed more opportunities 
for glory or disaster. 

Opening week at Revelstoke 
Mountain Resort only happens 
once, but the hype that surrounds the 
new resort will last for some time. I'm 
here to tell you it’s justified: steep fall 
lines, a wide variety of intermediate 
and expert terrain, everlasting powder 
and impressive vertical. 

And it’s not even half done. Just in 
case you're not tired of hearing this 
litany, I'll repeat it once more: when 
it's finished RMR will have over 1829 
metres of vertical—the longest verti- 
cal in North America—with lift, cat 
and heli-skiing all in one resort. Cur- 
rently, the mountain has 1443 metres 
vert, still enough to pound your legs 
and leave you breathless. I have a 
couple basic measures for evaluating 
mountains these days. One is the lift- 
to-ski ratio. At many hills, you spend 
more time in lift lines and on the chair 
than actually skiing. Can I get far 
enough away from the crowds or high 
enough to ride out long, uninterrupted 
lines with short return times to the 
top? And the second measure: can I 
frighten myself while skiing here? 

Check on both counts. In answer to 
the former, there were relatively few 
lineups, the lifts are fast and the dis- 
tance from unload back to lift line is 
incredible. The runs are long. The 
Last Spike, a lactic-acid kneebuckler 
of a run, measures over 13 kilome- 
tres. As for the latter, close calls with 
trees, stopping just short of cliffs and 
bombing tight chutes definitely got my 
heart pumping faster. 


IN TWO DAYS at the hill, my friends 
Clayton, Ryan and I lost each other 
more times than we could count. 
Sight lines were often obscured by 
tight glades or undulating ridges. I 
went hoarse by the second night from 
using our voices to track each other 
and make sure nobody was lost or 
hung up in a tree well. Fortunately, 
we managed to stick together and left 
the hill unscathed. Others haven’t 
been so lucky—in just the first week, 
six people had spent a night on the 
hill. By Dec 28, this fact was being 
advertised to all the guests via the 
message boards, as a warning not to 
stray out of bounds. 

Unfortunately one of the missing 
skiers, PalHofstra, wasn't found in 
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time. Search crews fought through 
heavy winds and low visibility to find 
him, but it was three days later when 
he was finally discovered. The inher- 
ent risks of the sport are part of what 
makes it such a seductive and 
rewarding pastime. But his death 
underscores an important point: It is 
possible to get lost or fall into trouble 
in untamed terrain, even within 
boundaries. Not that this should 
intimidate anyone, but it should 
remind us that we need to respect the 
wild areas where we pursue our pas- 
sion. 

It was only several days later that 
my friends-and I dropped into the 
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same gladed area Hofstra had been 
skiing, off a run named Jalapeno. The 
skiing here was tight and intense. I 
brushed against several firs at high 
speed while picking my narrow line 
between the trees. Protected from 
wind and high traffic, there was still a 
considerable amount of snow to 
make riding soft, fluid and fast. 
Halfway down | stopped in the 
silence of towering, snow-capped firs, 
and at once I was struck by the beauty 
and danger of it all. My companions 
were nowhere to be seen. With their 
whereabouts unknown, I considered 
the possibilities. And then, as we 
must if we are to keep progressing in 
all things, I put these thoughts aside. I 
waited and listened for a little longer. 
Finally, with no sign forthcoming, I 
rode out the rest of the line at top 
speed. I emerged onto the cat track 
below at almost the same time as my 
friends, a little ways away down the 
run. We merely waved and moved on. 


THE PILGRIMAGES 10 Revelstoke are 
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beginning already. On our way down 
the hill on our second day, we picked 
up a hitchhiker named Patrick. He had 
quit his job in New Hampshire and, 
along with his brother, moved to Revy 
in a bio-diesel van. He didn’t have a 
job but he had a place in town, and all 
he planned to do was ride the moun- 
tain. After two days of some of the 
best riding I’ve ever had, that didn’t 
sound like such a bad idea. I began to 
consider ways of following Patrick’s 
example. 

Getting in on the ground floor 
makes sense. The town is bursting 
and real estate prices are skyrocket- 
ing. Sotheby's International Realty, 
the agency managing land and devel- 
opments for the resort, has a swank 
office in the centre of town where 
agents conduct their business, offer- 
ing everything from basic ski-in/ski- 
out condos to single family units to 
luxury accommodations with parking 
for a helicopter. The local Re/max 
displays its listings in a storefront 
window not far from Sotheby’s, where 
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prices are a little cheaper but still on 
the rise. 

With the future growth and devel- 
opment expected for the area, buying 
a place in Revelstoke seems like a 
reasonable investment. But as things 
continue to get bigger, there is a risk 
that some of the small town charm 
and comfort might get buried in an 
avalanche of progress. Right now, 
Revelstoke is an alpine village with an 
authentic blue-collar air. Old pickups 
rumble past yards lined with snow 
over a metre deep. Backcountry skiers 
and sledders have known this secret 
for some time already. At Grizzly 
Sports Bar in town, most of the week- 
end patrons wore Fox Racing gear 
and sled films ran on the televisions. 
The pub at the Regent Inn nearby 
seemed more of a riding crowd, but 
neither was the type of swank, 
upscale place you'd expect in a big 
resort town. 

Walking back to our hotel the first 
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_ Start the kids early and 
_ make skiing a family activity 
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Ah yes, dragging around the rug rats on an 
expensive weekend with their constant 
whining and complaining. Do | sound bit- 
ter? Well, it does happen, but rest assured 
that most ski trips will be a great experi- 
ence for the whole family. Or, you could 
just plunk their asses on a bus and wipe 
your hands of them. If they are old enough 
to ride a bus to school, then a trip out to 
Rabbit Hill from any number of locations is 
a great idea. Give ‘em a few bucks and 
pack a lunch. They should come back tired 
and ready for dinner and bed. 

{f you're going to the mountains, 
things are a little different. Always have 
a meeting place for regular check-ins if 
you're splitting up for the day. Even if 
you've got two-way radios, you should 
have a back-up location in case batteries 
die or the signal fails. And if you want to 
make sure they meet you for lunch, don’t 
give them any cash. 

So if you are going to introduce your 
little loved ones to the sport, how old 
should they be? Usually, the sooner the 
better. Most kids are ready for the sport 
at the age of three or four. Kids have the 
innate ability to find a natural stance and 
balance point without much prompting. 
\'ll bet most of us that started early can’t 
even remember the learning process. It 
was strap ‘em on and go! 

The most important thing is making it 
tun. Kids do well with other kids. Don't 
force them out on really cold days, and 
keep the sessions short. Bribes of French 
fries are always a good idea. With platter 
lifts and beginner terrain parks, kids can 
play and learn while having a blast. 

And even if you're a good skier, it’s prob- 
ably better to put them in lessons. Group 
lessons with other kids will tend to push 
them a little more. As they see the other 
fug fats doing it, they'll want to do it too. 
Sometimes the timid children can be a little 
stand-offish when they initially get in a 
group lesson. These kids can do better if 
you take them out with you a few times 
before you put them in a group lesson. Get- 
ting off to a good positive start is impor- 
tant. Praise and pep talks are important. 
Playing while learning is key. That's why ski 
facing Is so perfect for kids. 

| got involved with ski racing right off the 
bat. | saw some Nancy Green League kids 
the first day | hit the wicked slopes of the 
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Edmonton Ski Club. | broke three pairs of 
wooden skis in two weeks, all as a result of 
jumping (or rather landing). My parents 
decided a pair of all metal Head Standards . 
might be in order. From there | asked my 
first coach if | could try the gates. | fell in 
love instantly. The years of fun, taking the 
bus after school and meeting up with the 
rest of the east Edmonton ski bums can't be 
replaced. | could yap on for another few 
thousand words here, but back to your kids. 

In all my years of teaching, it was 
always the kids | enjoyed the most. They 
almost always have an open mind, and 
don't have years of bad habits to break. 
So take them out regularly. A family that 
can all ski together will have many years 
of great times. w 
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Coulda been a contender: one rider pits nordic vs alpine at Tawatinaw 


BOBB! BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 


at would you like to do 
today? If “ski” is your answer, 
what kind? Nordic or down- 


hill? With thumbs idle and butter tarts 
on my mind over the holidays, I decid- 
ed I needed an answer. My husband 
and I packed up two sets of seemingly 
contradictory gear and left for 
Tawatinaw Valley Alpine and 
Nordic Centre. Tawatinaw would 
give us the opportunity to try both on 
the same day, without even having to 
change parking lots. 

I've been snowboarding and skiing 
since I was 10, and only recently took 
up nordic. One of my good friends 
recently commented that nordic was- 
n't fast enough for him, but another 
friend stated he prefers the meditative 
properties of cross-country. Two 
weeks ago I would have steadfastly 
agreed with my adrenalin-craving 
comrade. 


Rese 


Snowboards 


ia 


Open. 


Alberta 


Skateboards 


Canada Olympic Park — 100cm base, no new snow. 22' half 
pipe is now open! 

Castle Mountain — 61-213cm base, 10cm new snow. 5 lifts 
and 59 trails open. 

Lake Louise — 128-150cm base, 37cm of new snow. All 
lifts and 123 runs open. 

Marmot Basm — 74cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 78 


runs open. 


and nuns open. 


Rabbit Hil — 60cm base, 2cm new snow. All rns and lifts 
open. 

Snow Valley — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts 
‘Sum Ridge — 60cm base, no new snow. All runs and lifts 


open. 
Edmonton Ski Gab — All runs and lifts are open. 


Mt Norguay — 50-75cm base, 15cm of new stow. All lifts 


= TAWATINAW 
VALLEY 


Then my husband Colin and I got 
ourselves nordic gear as Christmas 
presents. Over the break, we used 
them almost every day. I even passed 
up an opportunity to go to Lake 
Louise, which really made me shake 
my head and ponder my choice. In 
search of an opportunity to answer 
whether nordic or downhill prevails 
we went to Tawatinaw Valley, touted 
on its website as “one of the best low- 
land ski areas in Alberta.” 

As we drove the 86 kilometres north 
of Edmonton on Highway 2 to 
Tawatinaw, I contemplated our 
endeavor. I've had plenty of opportu- 
nity for this experiment at a large 


- Skateboards 


number of mountains, but in the 
mountains, cross-country really 
wouldn’t have a fair chance. In central 


CONDITION 


REPORT 


75 trails open. 
Mt. Washington — 289cm base, 33cm of new snow. All 


and 117 runs 


Powler King — 


(60) runs open. Night sking now available! 
Panorama — 75-110cm base, 16cm of new snow. All lifts 


open. 
177-247em base, 2em of new snow. 


Red Mountain — 167cm base, 4fcm new snow. All lifts and 


uns open. 
Revelsteke — 


76cm base, 4 lifts and 27 trails open. 


Silver Star — 182cm base, 28cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 


115 mins open. 
Sun Peaks — 141-153cm hase, 19cm of new snow. 12 lifts 
and 122 trails open. 


Whistier/ Blackcomb — 230cm base, 10cm of new snow, 23 


lifts and 126 groomed runs open. 


11 nuns open. 


U.S.A. 


210cm base, 30cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 


49 North — 183-260cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 68 


uns open. 


Big Sky — 107-168cm base, 13cm of new snow. 


Alberta, however, the rolling hills and 
wide-open spaces are more suited to 
nordic. 

Tawatinaw comprises an idyllic 140 
acres of terrain set in the valley near 
the hamlet of the same name. The 
small hill has a little mix of everything 
at a reasonable price: downhill tickets 
are $26 and nordic are $5. Though the 
vertical drop is only 76 metres, the 
expansive terrain park with a variety 
of rails, tables, a super pipe and mas- 
sive jumps is sure to please tricksters. 
A huge launch, akin to a giant giving 
the thumbs-up, was visible from hun- 
dreds of metres away. Perhaps I might 
like jumping today, I thought. 

On the downside, downhill usually 
requires driving far, but in Edmonton I 
need drive a mere six minutes to get to 
any number of trails. | can even run 
home from there—from an exercise 
point of view nordic skiing wins for 
sure. Yet jumping and technical riding 
skills are left by the wayside when | 
consistently choose the flats—a 
conundrum, indeed. 


WE DECIDED TO TACKLE the traits first. 
Both wide groomed and track-set 
trails wind through birch trees at the 
top of the hill. Hairpin curves and 
undulating hills snake above 


Tawatinaw Valley, stretching a total of 
25 kilometres. You can park where the 
trails are located or take one of three 
t-bars to the top, but Colin and | skied 


breathless. We continued for another 
10 kilometres on a network fun 
enough for rally car racing—though 
considerably more quiet, I admit. We 
saw only one other pair of ski tracks 
Another point for nordic—you're often 
alone. 

Thinking we were on our way 
home, we ended up on a trail named 
Eviscerator. Visual effects aside, this 
was the most challenging of all the 
loops. Several descents and one large 
hill with a sharp turn at the bottom 
had us skittering inches away from the 
underbrush, where we came upon 
several abandoned houses. Ever a 
sucker for horror movies, I gulped and 
immediately imagined who or what 
may inhabit them. Colin slid up behind 
me and whispered, ‘Why do you think 
they call this trail the Eviscerator?’ | 
squealed and raced back to the lodge 
A point for downhill—no abandoned 
shanties in which killers can hide. | 
think. 


BACK AT THE CHALET, 1 switched into 
my boarding gear and got in line for 
the T-bar. As with most small hills, the 
majority of the patrons were shorter, 
younger and more elastic than me 
Taking in the landscape, complete 
with red barns, stretching fields of 
stubble and a quaint white church, it 
struck me how important a rural hill 
like this can be to families. 1 would 
certainly rather see my kids shredding 


Nakiska — 50-67cm base, 15cm of new snow. All lifts and 
26 trails open. 

Sunshine Village — 140cm base, 2Gem of new snow. All 
lifts and 100 runs open. 

Tawatinew — 4 lifts and 24 runs open. 


B.C. 


Apex — 16cm base, 40cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 52 runs 


down a valley hill than staring at a TV 


up the two-kilometre Yodeler trail. 
Steep enough to be on the edge of a 
ski hill, the Yodeler left us a little 


Snowboards 


Crystal Mountain — 170cm hase. 42 nuns, 7 lifts open. 
Great Divide — 63base. 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 198-285cm base, 38cm new snow. 

Mt. Spokane — 157-22 1cm base, 15cm of new snow. 5 
lifts and 45 nuns open. 

Schweitzer Mt. — 157-229cm base, 3cm of new snow. 8 
lifts and 70 runs open. 

Silver Mt. Resert — 193-267cm base, no new snow. 7 lifts 
and 72 runs open. 

Sun Valley — 94-168cm base, 15cm of new snow. 10 lifts 
and 62 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Jan. 9, 2008 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 16 


open. 
Big White — 202cm base, 26cm of new snow, 13 lifts and 
81 runs open. 


Femie — 251m base, 40cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 112 
runs open. 

Kicking Horse — 15fcm base, 48cm of new snow. Heli 
Sking now available! 

Kimberley — 130cm base, 23cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 


4211-186 St. 
Edmonton, 
Www. TheEasyRider i com 


Snowboards - Skateboards 
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, we could hear generators 
in the back of diesel trucks 
their enclosed trailers on 
's side streets. This seemed a 
sterious to us until, from our 
gings at the Alpine Inn and 
we saw people coming and 
¢ from the parties taking place 
heated, enclosed sled trail- 
where the real parties 

place. 


HASN'T reached mega-resort 


status and | there are some kinks in 
the design relating to the temporary 
amenities. The riding terrain doesn’t 
need much work—in fact, the more 
they leave untouched the better—but 
the lift ticket office was slow and 
crowded on a busy weekend morning. 

Similarly, the temporary daylodge 
was too full to find a seat during the 
lunch hour rush, and the single cafe- 
teria serving all the hill’s patrons was 


bottlenecked at the tills. But then, the 
current daylodge will eventually be 
only a mid-mountain lodge, and there 
will be more ticket wickets, restau- 


rants and space at the base once it’s 
completed. In the meantime, these 


small inconveniences mean little if 


you're serious about your riding and 
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OFF MANUFACTURERS SUGGESTED LIST PRICE 


BRANDED 


Smart enough to plan ahead. 

One of the most novel parts of the 
hill is the magic carpet that ferries 
Patrons to the gondola loading area 
situated above the lodge. Though it’s 
slower than walking and broke down 
twice while we were there, it was too 
good to pass up at a hill where less 
than seven per cent of runs are begin- 
ner. It instilled a sense of momentary 
humility to shamble on and off the rub- 
ber treadmill before loading the gon- 
dola back to the gnarly terrain up top 

Back in cliff and chute territory, a 
few skiers sidled up to observe as 
Clayton manoeuvred his way off the 
waterfall. They told us of another 
great cliff area to challenge ourselves 
on, where one of them had just 
dropped a 20-footer. The excitement 
of discovery hung in the air, the impa- 
tience and adrenalin of conquest 
fuelled our every descent. Massive as 
it is, most of this hill’s secrets will 
soon be uncovered by the faithful and 
the dedicated, the Patricks of the rid- 
ing world. That alone seems motiva- 
tion enough to be among the first. w 


The vitals 


Reveistoke lift ticket prices are $56 for 
a full-day adult lift ticket, $42 for 
youth (13 - 18 years) and $32 for chil- 
dren (6 - 12}. They also have seniors 
and student rates, and specials for 
multi-day passes. Equipment rentals 
are $34 to $48 for adults. If you want 
to go backcountry, rates start at $325 
per day for cat skiing or $2273 for 
three days of heli-skiing (includes 
accommodations, meals and riding) in 
the Selkirk mountains. For more infor- 
Mation check out revelstokemountain- 
resort.com. If you want to get in for 
the long term you may want to check 
out the on-hill real estate up for grabs 
on the Sotheby's website at discover- 
revelstoke.com. w 
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EBURTON 
JACKETS 


at 


www.west49s.com 


Wu 


Jasper’s Heritage 
Boutique Hotel 


Landmark since 1929 


She 
COV thatasca HA tel 


Features great entertainment at 


€ 
S heas «sss. 
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1.877.542.8422 


www.athabascahotel.com 


THE ROCKIES 


IN COMFORT, ON TINIE! 


Daly 
EDMONTON ~-JASPER 


Cer? ) J 


* Unique, convenient and affordable services that guarantee reliable 
iransportation to and from the Edmonton International Airport. 


book directly online ot... sundogtou rs.com 
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The Sun also rises, with new chairlift 
and enhanced snowmaking 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 

inally a new chairlift is whisking 
rosters up the growing terrain 

at Sunridge Ski Area. A new 
42-seat triple chair has been installed, 
tested and commissioned. The lift 
opened on Dec 15, after four years of 
work building the slope and installing 
lift towers. 

I've watched Sunridge grow from a 
government-sponsored experiment to 
a full-fledged ski resort. There were 
some lean times out at the ‘Ridge as 
economics made it impossible to have 
any decent snowmaking capabilities 
or grooming machinery. But as the 
County of Strathcona’s almost expo- 
nential growth continued through the 


HOSTELLING 


INTERNATIONAL 


JASPER 


MORE FUN 
THAN THE REST 


SNOW ZONE 


RIDE 


See 
SKI AREA 


‘90s and into the 21st century, school 
groups, racing teams and regular joes 
began to embrace the ‘Ridge. 

When it first opened as Hidden 
Ridge years ago, the area had a beauti- 
ful day lodge, a couple of T-bars and a 
bit of a logistical nightmare. The slope 
faces west-southwest, so the sun hits it 
most of the day. Trying to keep natural 
snow on a slope like this in Edmonton 
is very difficult. Original operators 


Call for the best rates on 
Marmot lift tickets, the 
Maligne Canyon icewalk, 
dog sledding, snowshoeing, 
hibernating, socializing and 
the most fun place you've 
stayed in. 


Details & Reservations: 
1-877-852-0781 
josperQhihostels.ca 
www.hihostels.ca/jasper 


struggled to build a big enough operat- 
ing budget to groom and pack the hill 
and install snowmaking. There wer« 
some very lean years. They used to 
borrow or lease an old groomer from 
the Edmonton Ski Club. That says a lot 
right there. But they persevered and 
kept a decent amount of school kids 
coming in for lessons, which allowe« 
them to meet their bottom line. Rent 
ing out the lodge for weddings and 
parties helped too. 

Recently, with some investment 
loans and a decent business plan 
Sunridge has steadily pushed forward 
and now has a great terrain park and 
increased elevation. And as we know 
with ski hills, if you build it they wil! 


620 CONNAUGHT ( downstairs) 


come. The idea of a chairlift was orig- 
inally brought up in 1991, but it took 
until 1998 to finalize the plans and set 
things in motion. Paperwork and red 
tape stood in the way before the hill 
could be raised. Once the formalities 
were taken care of, it took four years 
of piling dirt to reach up 20 meters. 
That being said, 20 meters in our river 
valley makes a difference. 

Putting the chair into operation 
took a lot of hard work and nearly 


half a million dollars. Owner-operator 
lan Bakker told me the dirt was 
trucked in from various locations. 
This worked out well for the contrac- 
tors, who were looking for a place to 
get rid of a few million cubic metres 
of fill. He also mentioned the chairlift 
was purchased from Red Mountain 
Resort in Rossland. It is a fairly new 
chair that runs at a decent speed. 
Harold Weisseborn and Bakker are 
the owners and operators of Sunridge, 


he entrance is at the railway 

g on 17 St. Full-day lift tickets 

$8 for “mogul mites” (4-5 

2ars of age) and go up to $28 for 
adults. Rentals are only $21 for skis 
‘boots poles, or $26 for a complete 
snowboard setup. Or you can try tub- 

ing with a ride up the T-bar and cruise 
down. A good deal with the full fami- 
ly; $50 for two hours or $15 per per- 

son. Check out sunridgeskiarea.com or 
‘Call 449.6555 for more information. w 


and they have done an incredible job 
bringing the ski hill into the 21st centu- 
ty. The ski school is very popular with 
schools throughout the Edmonton area, 
but with Strathcona County’s recent 
population explosion, the hill is seeing a 
nice, steady increase in customer visits 
With a staff of over 90, the ski school is 
ready to accommodate any size of 
group, or provide private lessons. The 
hill is groomed with a snow cat that 
crushes up any packed or icy patches 
and lays down a nice corduroy layer 
you can get your edges into. 

With two terrain parks, freestyle 
skiers and boarders can start out on 
the beginner park, which consists of a 
smaller rail, a box and a spine jump. 
The run just beside the Orange T-bar 
is dedicated to the larger terrain park 
which consists of three rails, various 
table top jumps, spine jumps and a 
three barrel “kick jump” where you 
can kick off the stacked barrels for 
some strange reason. Terrain park 
addicts are an odd bunch. The Sun- 
ridge Alpine race team is doing well, 
and is hosting a few big races on Jan 
13 and 14. A few hundred Nancy 
Green, K1 and J1 will be competing. 

Sunridge is planning an invitation- 
only grand opening sometime in late 
January to christen the new chair. A 
bottle of champagne is likely to be 
broken on the lift. Sounds like a good 
way to ring in the new year. v 
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626 Connaught drive ¢ Ph: 888-242-3343 * Jasper, Alberta 


WE RENT 


Weolicl 


AC SKIS ‘ALL CONDITIONS’ 
WITH TECNICA MODO BOOTS 


SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ RENTALS 


626 Connaught drive * Ph: 888-242-3343 Jasper, Alberta 
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Jasper Downtown ~~" 


Ja Fiesta 00 


TAFAS RESTAURANT 


JASPER'S ONLY LATE NIGHT TAPAS BAR! 


Arn 
WINE CELLAR 


jasperwine@incentre.net 780-852-5682 


andysbistro.com 
780-852-4559 


“The Original 
Winter Special” 


: Ain 
3 courses for $30 


casual fine dining 


STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
HOTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- © 
TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE 
ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 
BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITES. 


“CENTRAL JASPER LOCATION *ADJACENT 10 TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP 
*AYARIETY OF RESTAURANTS NEARBY +CLOSE 10 EQUIPMENT RENTAL SHOPS FOR 
SKIING, SOBOAROING, TOURING, XCOUNTRY, AND MOUNTAINEERING 
*PAPA GEORGE'S RESTAURANT AND THE DE'0 O06 BAR & GRILL IN THE HOTEL 
*DOMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO THE LOCAL AQUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY) 
[ 


Jas National Park 
ALBERTA * CANADA 
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ap 402 Connaught Dr. 
$52-3225 


614 Patricia St. ' 852-6262 


TAWATINAW VALLEY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 


all day. And perhaps | could ski while 
they did that. Points for both. 

While I'm slow to admit there's 
any part of boarding that | hate, | 
must say the T-bar almost made me 
pack in my boots. Where to put the 
gargantuan “T” always makes me 
hesitate until it’s too late, I lose my 
groove and end up struggling all the 
way to the top. Today was no differ- 
ent and | almost lost it three times 
before muttered swears brought the 
bar under my control—which would 
soon be lost in the park. 

To skier’s left of the lift is 


Tawatinaw's renowned terrain park. 
The Northern Alberta Freestyle Ski 
Team trains here and dozens were 
aiming to follow in its wake. The five 
monster jumps were the catches of the 
day. At any time, at least six would-be 
Knievels were lined up. 

Though I couldn't see the landing, I 
had confidence in my abilities—but 
only enough to wait until no one else 
was in line for a split second. I took 
off, settled into a tuck and launched 
myself off the lip. And then I saw the 
landings I absolutely hate: concave, on 
flat ground, with a touch of ice. My 
“landing” was no such thing. 


BRUISED AND BATTERED yet miracu- 


© | FALL LINES 


HART GOLBECK 
FA | hal@weweekly.com 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

Starting this weekend and continuing 
until Jan 27, lift tickets for Marmot Basin 
are reduced from $66 to $48 {GST includ- 
ed). It's the annual “Jasper In January” 


festival and there are plenty of deals to Edmonton's own exit303. On Saturday ‘for more details. w 
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4 Jasper in January has arrived 


be had on the slopes, in hotels and at the 
local watering holes. The festival kick-off 
party is Fri, Jan 11 at the Whistle Stop 
Pub. It is amazing how many snow enthu- 
siasts can cram into this lively pub, and 
at this party you can usually find a few 
free beers and plenty of munchies being 
passed around. The action moves quickly 
across the street to the Atha-B where 
comedian Kevin McGrath turns on the 
yuks at 9 pm followed by live music with 


lously without witnesses, | limped 
back to the lift line. Then I had a 
thought—today, I like nordic skiing 
more. Maybe not everyday, but 
today—with a bruised hip and slight 
whiplash—I'd rather be gliding erect 
than stooped and in pain. 

Tawatinaw will host its annual lop- 
pet prior to the annual Alberta 
Birkebeiner on Feb 3. On the following 
weekend, Feb 10, the Tawatinaw 
Valley Big Air & Rail Jam contest will 
take place. I certainly won't be partici- 
pating in the latter, but perhaps | can 
watch. Or maybe | should just practice 
more, and not give up so easily ... oh 
the choices we must make in winter 
pursuits. Ww 


night exit303 will once again rock the 
Atha-B, only this time starting at 8:30 
pm. Demo days will be on the slopes all 
weekend so bring some ID and a credit 
card, which are required as a deposit 
when you take a board or two for a few 
free turns. This is also the national ava- 
lanche awareness weekend, so you can 
expect to see the avi-dog and several 
other demos. Check out the 

“Happenings” section on deaperiive: com 


SKI 3-4-2 of if all 


STARTING FROM 
: $85 avutt pay 


histlers Inn 
1 800 282 9919 


MIDWEEK SPECIAL 


JANUARY 2-3 el 


ei NIGHT ACCOMMODATION 

e HOT BUFFET BREAKFAST 
* STARTING FROM S$Gi PER PERSON 
{BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY, IN STANDARD ACCOMMODATION} 


ES ALL HOLIDAY PERIODS 


ASK ABOUT THE OPTION TO UPGRADE T0 
KITCHEN AND FIREPLACE SUITES! 


ASR 


JASPER NATIONAL PARK, AB 
780-852-4461 + WWW.JASPERINN.COM 
TOLL FREE 1-800-GGI-1933 


CONNAUGHT DRIVE * JASPER ALBERTA # 780-852-3780 


ni LOTS OF GREAT EVENTS! _ 


MARMOT BASIN 


Our Jasper in January 
package includes: 


® Two nights' accommodation in a luxurious standard room 
* Delicious hearty hot breakfast each day 

© Two day lift tickets per person 

¢ Breakfast meal gratuities 


Available from: 


$214.00... roroon 
THE SAWRIDGE 


INN AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
rea eee ee. 
Your Natural Choice for Rocky Mountain Getaways 


1-888-729-7343 


wiww.sawridgejasper.com 
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Exotic delicacies are absolutely Phobulous 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 

y love affair with Viet- 

namese cuisine began when 

a friend brought in some 
homemade traditional dishes to share 
with our junior high class. Several 
forkfuls and my cheeks were burning 
up, my tongue sizzled and I fully 
expected molten lava to start oozing 
out of my ears. It was wonderful. 

At 19, while living in Calgary, a 
friend introduced me to pho (pro- 
nounced “fuh”): a staple of Viet- 
namese menus, it’s a beef noodle 
soup served in a bowl the size and 
approximate shape of your average 
wok. We'd go to a little dive tucked 
away in a Chinatown strip mall and 
for half an hour, that bowl was the 
whole world. Our eyes watered, our 
noses ran and our tongues prickled 
with exotic spices. Ten years later, 
pho is still one of my favourite com- 
fort foods. 

Unlike the old dives I used to fre- 
quent, the atmosphere at Phobulous 
exudes new Asian cool. Bleached 
wood panelling, expensive artwork in 
thick black frames and large bamboo 
pots give the room a bright, spacious 
feel despite being relatively narrow. 

I already knew I had to try the pho, 
but when I opened the menu, I gog- 
gled over an unexpected array of Viet- 
namese delicacies, each with their 
origins described in intricate detail. 
For instance, white ear fungus—his- 
torically reserved for Vietnamese roy- 
alty—is a tree fungus that is dried out 
and then served like a crisp chip. The 
most interesting, though, was the 
weasel coffee, made from coffee 


Keto | MON-SAT, 11 AM- 10 PM 


SUI, Al-9M 
PHOBULOUS 
B70 - 1097, $08.2696 


VIETNAMES 


beans regurgitated by wild weasels 
living in the Vietnam highlands: their 
stomach juices remove some of the 
acidity from the regurgitated beans. 


DELICACIES ASIDE, PHO IS A DISH best 
shared with friends, and with all the 
choices stretched before us, | was 
thankful I’d invited a friend with an 
equally adventurous palate. We start- 
ed simply with salad rolls ($7.50), and 
then went exotic. We ordered the 
lotus root salad, which contained the 
white ear fungus ($8.95); the Mother 
Pho, with the tripe ($8.95); a vermicel- 
li dish with grilled beef, prawns and 
spring rolls ($9.25); and for desert, of 
course, we had the weasel coffee 
($5.25 a glass) and fried bananas with 
ice cream ($4.75). To accentuate our 
main courses, we selected a bottle of 
Asian Moonlight Pear sake ($16.95). 
Good Asian dining is as much 
about process as taste. To truly appre- 
ciate the experience, you must be 
patient and immerse yourself in it. 
There's no quick, MSG-laden substi- 
tute for a rich, well-paced meal in 
good company. So we sipped flavour- 
less, hot green tea ($2) and waited. 
First came the salad rolls. They had 
a rainforest taste to them, juicy and 
minty contrasting with earthy pork 
and subtle shrimp. The portions were 


FOOD & SPORTS... 


It’ 


DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR 4-7 

MOLSON NIGHT ON FRIDAYS 
KARAOKE NIGHT 

ON SATURDAYS 


GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 
Fort Saskatchewan 
Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 


so large we hadn't finished when our 
lotus root salad arrived. The salad 
was light and fresh, with crunchy 
lotus root, carrot, daikon radish, pork 
slivers and shrimp infused with basil 
and lime. As we dug in with our chop- 
sticks, we both felt transported to a 
warm summer day. Just then the sake 
arrived to complete the sensation, 
leading off with a spicy pear head and 
a faint aftertaste of banana. Although 
a little too sweet for mass consump- 
tion, it cleansed the palate nicely. 

By this time, our appetizers and 
salads had piqued our taste for the 
main course. The pho, the tantalizing 
dish we'd been waiting for, came out 
steaming. The process was working; 
we were ready to sink our teeth into 
the heartier flavours of the soup. The 
Mother Pho didn’t disappoint. The 


Win-Win! 
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meat was soft and well cooked, and 
with charitable helpings of hot chilli 
sauce and hoisin the soup steamed 
with the eye-watering spiciness I 
remembered from other soup 
sojourns. The mists immersed us in 
their bewitching aura. 

The vermicelli dish got the least 
attention. It wasn’t that it didn’t taste 
good, it just wasn’t as seductive as the 
rest, and we had plenty to work on 
between the appetizers, salad, soup 
and sake. (A single, massive bowl of 
pho is usually more than enough for 
one.) Instead, we focused on the 
soup, amusing ourselves by digging 
out the long, textured strands of tripe. 
The taste was akin to squid, as was 
the texture. We also marvelled at the 
white ear fungus, which actually 
looked like ears and had a starchy 


consistency. 


SOON WE COULD SEE the bottom of our 
bowls and our stomachs were send- 
ing signals to our brains. We set aside 
our feast, but we weren't finished yet. 
It was time for weasel coffee ($5.25 a 
glass), and since we were having cof- 
fee, we decided to share dessert, as 
well. This turned out to be one of our 
best decisions—fried bananas and ice 
cream drizzled in chocolate sauce 
($4.75). 

The coffee came Vietnamese style, 
with condensed milk and a filter atop 
the glass. Before mixing in the con- 
densed milk, | sipped some of the cof- 
fee black. It was rich and flavourful, 
but had none of the acidity of regular 
coffee, certainly a delicacy to experi- 
ence. As a coffee snob who likes it the 
blacker the better, I preferred the first 
sips prior to mixing in the milk. But it 
was still good over ice, if sweet. 

As we set down our chopsticks the 
world around us came back into 
focus. We'd held out until almost clos- 
ing time and our server was leaning 
on the bar. She deflected our apolo- 
gies and patiently answered my ques- 
tions about the local artist, Wei Wong, 
whose collection of artistic photo- 
graphs—tippling water and river grass 
with psychedelic hints of reflecting 
light—were blown up in large frames 
on the wall. 

Within minutes of paying our 
$68.85 bill and leaving, the lights 
inside were off. We returned from our 
pho oasis into a wintry reality, but 
luckily the hot soup was still warming 
our insides. v 
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BELHAVEN WEE HEAVY 
BELHAVEN BREWERIES, DUNBAR, SCOT- 


wh FOR 500 ML BOTTLE 


You gotta love the Scots, with their no- 
nonsense practicality and a penchant for 
under-statement. As it turns out, their cul- 
tural qualities are reflected in their 
approach to brewing. 

Scottish ales are simple and straight- 
ahead. The Scots don’t bother with multi- 
ple beer styles, unlike those finicky 
Belgians. Traditionally they make one 
beer. It has big malt, very little hops and 
an earthiness that reflects the hearty, 
Sparse hills of their homeland. The true 
mark of Scottish ale is that it is ferment- 
ed cooler than most ales (around 15 
degrees Celsius, compared to about 20 
degrees normally). The lower tempera- 


tures produce a cleaner beer with fewer 
fruity esters. 

Scottish Ale does come in four ver- 
sions, differentiated only by alcohol 
strength and overall impression. The 
smallest three have remarkably practical 
names—60 shilling, 70 shilling and 80 
shilling. The names reflect, of course, the 
historic price of the beers. 

The fourth, and biggest, may have a 
quintessential Scottish name; perfect in 
its oxymoronic nature. The “Wee Heavy” 
reflects the qualities of its smaller 
brethren, but adds some extra complexity 
and often a smokiness not as prominent 
in the others. Historically it was a very 
big beer, about nine or 10 per cent alco- 
hol. These days it is a more moderate, but 
still substantial, six or seven per cent. 


ONE OF THE CLASSICS of the style is 
recently available in Edmonton. Belhaven 
Breweries, which has brewed Scottish 
ales in Scotland since 1719, is known for 
its quality beers. An independent brewery 
until it was purchased by Greene King (a 
middle-sized English beer company) in 


2005, its beers reflect the sturdy and 
determined nature of the Scottish people. 

Belhaven Wee Heavy pours a deep 
burgundy and ruby with a firm off-white 
head that leaves behind an attractive lac- 
ing on the side of the glass. The aroma 
throws off a deep caramel sweetness 
with an earthy note. A hint of peat is in 
the background. 

This is a sweet beer. The flavour is a 
complex combination of caramel, biscuit 
and rich maltiness. Under the sweetness 
it is a clean, fresh beer. Hops are imper- 
ceptible, and malt is the signature of the 
profile. There is just the tiniest amount of 
peaty smoke in the background—not 
enough to distract, but it does add a little 
complexity to the mouthfeel. 

The finish dries out more than would 
be expected from such a malty beginning. 
This is a good thing, as it keeps the beer 
from becoming too cloying. 

Belhaven lives up to its reputation for 
solid, no-nonsense beer—just like the 
Scots that they are. We can only hope 
the Brits who now own them don’t mess 
with recipe. w 
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Let the buffalo roam 
straight to your plate 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

had made it through December: 
ES butter tarts, the perogies, the 

chocolate brioche and the endless 
cookies and decadent desserts. Add 
eggnog and peppermint hot chocolate 
to the list and it was little wonder that 
my waistline was a little worse for 
wear. After the hubbub of the Christ- 
mas season, I wanted something 
comforting yet healthy to help me sur- 
vive the cold, bleak month of January. 

Buffalo had been on my mind ever 
since sneaking a smidgen from my 
husband's plate a few weeks back. 
Meatloaf is one of the ultimate com- 
fort foods, and the lean buffalo could 
escalate into a “healthy” food. Buffalo 
meatloaf it was. My only concern? 
Having to hunt down some buffalo. 

More than tired of shopping, the 
idea of going to a specialty store was 
daunting; imagine how overjoyed | 
was to see bison advertised in my 
Sobey’s flyer. Yes! I could just pick it 
up while doing my regular grocery 
shopping. 

Returning with my bison prize, I got 
out my big frying pan, added a drizzle 
of oil and chopped up the onion, celery 
and carrots while it was heating up. 
Once the pan was hot, I added the veg- 
gies along with a couple of cloves of 
crushed garlic and sautéed everything 
until it was soft and smelling wonderful. 
I then set the oven to 375 degrees, since 
[had forgotten to turn it on earlier. 

I put the veggie mixture into a big 
bowl and let it cool for a bit. Then I 
added the egg, ketchup, Worcester- 
shire sauce, salt (I only used 1 tsp), and 
a few grinds of pepper. I mixed that up 
with a combination of wheat germ and 
quick cooking oatmeal instead of 
bread crumbs. I passed on the parsley, 
not being a big fan and meant to add 
some chopped spinach instead, but 
forgot. Oh well: next time. 


NOW IT WAS TIME TO ADD the buffalo. 
The buffalo looked similar to ground 
beef except it was a bit leaner and the 
colour was darker. The smell was also 
a bit different. Not good, not bad, just 
different. 

At first, | was amazed (and a bit 
worried) by how lean it looked—! 
have an aversion to animal fat, but 
didn’t want the meatloaf to be dry 
either. Over-mixing tends to toughen 
ground meat, so | gently mixed in the 
buffalo and then mounded it in the 
shape of a loaf on a 9 x 13” pan that I 


2 AT HOME 


had lined with non-stick foil. | find 
meatloaf easier to cut that way, and 
the fat drains off better as well. 

Luckily the oven was ready and in 
went the meatloaf. I set the timer for 
70 minutes. Within half an hour a 
pleasant, familiar aroma began drift- 
ing throughout the house. After the 
allotted time I checked the meatloaf 
with my meat thermometer and it 
wasn't at the necessary 160 degrees 
yet so | left it for another 10 minutes 
When I pulled it out, the thermometer 
measured 162—perfect. 

When I took the pan out of the 
oven I was struck by how little fat had 
drained from the buffalo. There was a 
bit of dried up juice but that was 
about it. 

It was time for the taste test. What- 
ever worries I had about the differ- 
ence of meat quickly disappeared: it 
was really, really good. Moist, flavour- 
ful and comforting, the buffalo had a 
richer taste than beef and the low fat 
content didn’t affect the texture at all 
I found the pieces of celery and car- 
rots a bit too large for my taste and 
next time would probably grate the 
carrots and dice the celery into much 
smaller pieces. Oh, and I would add 
spinach, just for a bit of colour and 
extra nutrition. 

This will definitely be my new 
meatloaf recipe. Buffalo is lean, 
healthy, and, thanks to Sobey's, very 
easy to get. A healthy comfort food— 
what's not to like? w 


1 cup chopped onion 

2 celery ribs, cut into 1/4-inch dice 

1 carrot, cut into 1/4-inch dice 

1 tablespoon chopped garlic 

3 teaspoons vegetable oil 

3/4 cup fine fresh bread crumbs 

1/2 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf pars- 
ley 

1 large egg 

2 tablespoons ketchup 

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 

2 teaspoons salt 

ee a freshly ground black 


1 3/4 ib ground buffalo 
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Don't get corkscrewed 


(IMI / unna@vueweekly.com 
jat the Holidays are finally over, we 
ean admit what we all think: they suck. 


amily ties grow strangling, bountiful 
debt be repaid in the New Year and 
the weather's bad to boot. For most of us, 


there's pretty much one escape: wine, But 
you have to get into it somehow, and so | 
spent part of my holidays escaping from 
family and testing out corkscrews—and, 
jn a win-win situation, wine. 

| picked up three corkscrews, of vary- 
ing style and pedigree: a pump-action 
deal by Moda Cuisine ($19.99) from Lon- 
don Drugs, a typical two-arm Ikea unit 
($3.99), and a graduated waiter's 
corkscrew ($4.99) that | picked up from 
the liquor store. Along with the 
eorkserews, | picked up three cheap bot- 
tles of Cabernet Sauvignon to test them 
on: Corbett Canyon ($9.99), Barefoot 
($9.99) and Bighorn Vineyards ($8.49). 

The plan was to sit down with my 
roommate, uncork the wine (test one), pay- 
ing attention to my irritation levels at figur- 
ing out how to use the corkscrews. | then 
planned to drink the wine while throwing 
around the corkscrews to see how they 
fared (test two). At that point, | would 
push the corks back into the empty bottles 
and try the corkscrews again (test three). 

Test one told me what | already knew. 
I'm no purist and my favourite was the 
Swedish Wal-Mart's two-arm deal. It 
seemed the most straightforward and 
didn't require worrying about tipping the 
bottle or gripping the handles properly. 


aIMPS & TOOLS 


The waiter’s tool was already on my 
shitlist, since | tipped the bottle over 
while trying to get the screw threaded. 
What followed was a slapstick horror 
show that ended in a broken heirloom 
wine glass and a bottle of Cabernet 
bouncing across a (thankfully) cork floor. 
After a glass of each of the wines, we 
agreed on only one thing: we liked the 
cheapest (Bighorn Vineyards) wine the 
best. It had a bunch of fruity flavours and 
No serious alcohol burn like the other two 
seemed to sport. But then, we don’t know 
anything about serious wine drinking. 
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worth of wear-and-tear in a few minutes, 
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Baudin 
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| spent the next half-hour throwing 
corkscrews against concrete steps, to 
seemingly little avail: all of the 
corkscrews Were made to last. The only 
one that showed any serious wear was 
the pump-action lever, and even that 
appeared superficial. 

We hopped around and hopped our- 
selves up for test three. | pushed the 
corks back into the bottles and tried 
again. This was where the results from 
test two—or maybe my growing inebria- 
tion—actually showed. The pump-action 
corkscrew was even harder to use thanks 
to its loosened joints. | couldn't get the 
damn waiter's screw to thread. 

Finally, after much laughing and name- 
calling, | got all three open, mostly thanks 
to the Ikea special. There was no wine in 
the bottles, but somehow, | think | found 
my holiday spirit. w 
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Crowned Jule: celebrating the creative life of U of A print program co-founder 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista @vueweekly.com 
f there is such a distinct thing as an 
[emer school” of printmaking, 
its bones are visible in the retro- 
spective SKIN: Walter Jule, Selected 
Works 1968 - 2008. The Seattle- 
born artist was driven northward by 
his country’s aggression in Vietnam, 
and made his way to the University of 
Alberta early on in his career, joining 
the faculty of what would be, in 1971, 
the first print studio MFA in Canada. 

It'd be difficult to overstate Jule’s 
importance to the visual arts in West- 
ern Canada: working with Lyndal 
Osborne and Roger Silvester, he was 
instrumental in shaping the U of A's 
print program (and beyond, asa 
steady presence in local and regional 
artist-run organizations and tireless 
ambassador for the medium on an 
international scale). Jule’s nurtured 
generations of new artists and 
instructors and fostered connections 
between geographic print centres 
while developing his own practice 
over nearly four decades. 

There are not similarities between 
Jule's work and that of his institution- 
al inheritors so much as shared sensi- 
bilities—an inquisitive mindset, the 
willingness to subject a cherished 
notion to rigorous intellectual, aes- 
thetic and technical discipline and an 
emphatic collapsing of traditional 
boundaries between techniques 
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This approach endows printmaking 
with the loaded powers of a uniquely 
contemporary form; this ability to 
express a suspension of a variety of 
states simultaneously in some imag- 
ined realm, in a way that is imperfect- 
ly reproductive, resonates with our 
collective cultural preoccupations of 
memory, representation, permission, 
permanence and transformation. 

What SKIN does extraordinarily 
well is limn the pivotal points of 
Jule’s career as he put this polyme- 
thodic approach into practice and 
searched to articulate moments of 
fresh negotiation with his particular 
constellation of “emotional starting 
points.” Jule cites historical Asian 
prints as a childhood influence, pre- 
saging his lifelong interest in Eastern 
Spirituality and admits affection for 
sci-fi film—the anxieties of progress, 
writ large and bold—and a poetic 
Victorian muddying of science with 
the theosophic. These may be per- 
ceived as his creative gates of depar- 
ture, along with a rebellious genre 


The artistic walls 


= | PRAIRIE ARTSTERS 


AMY FUNG 
amy@yueweekly.com 


Prairie Artsters was on a December hia- 
tus because | was (and am at this very 
moment of writing) in the city of Berlin. A 
city that’s clearly changing, with a steady 
influx of immigration and cranes in the 
sky, nearly 20 years after the fall of the 
wall Berlin still remains one of the most 
affordable European cities to live in—and 
draws those who wish to pursue their 
artistic abilities without having to make a 
lot of money to survive 

While here, | caught up with ex-Edmon- 
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tonian visual artist Claire McLarney— 
who, at this point last year was mounting 
her main room solo exhibition, Acts of Vio- 
lence, at Harcourt House Gallery and work- 
ing full time as a prepator for the Art 
Gallery of Alberta. Travelling and visiting 
Berlin this past summer, she decided to 
stay on to live and create here. Though she 
had to give up an increasingly promising 
existence, McLarney admits that other- 
wise she has felt no lingering attachment 
to the city she grew up in and the place 
where she completed her BFA. 

Over beers and cigarettes in East 
Berlin, McLarney shares, “The day | got 
here my body responded to the city. This 
place just feels alive. After | left, | imme- 
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affinity for minimalism. 


EXAMPLES FROM the artist’s defining 
major series are arranged loosely 
chronologically, reflecting connec- 
tions and variations between mani- 
festations and coherently assembling 
an intimate biography of his 40-year 
paths of investigation straddling per- 
sonal experience and voids of illusion 
or nothingness. 

These groupings are punctuated by 
Jule’s unleashed visual play: colour- 
saturated, large, one-off posters done 
for various events, more ebullient, lit- 


eral and psychedelic than the subtler, 
laborious, evocative pieces in his 
main bodies of work. 
Well-orchestrated retrospectives 
grant viewers a progression of a cre- 
ative life. Even in the deepest recess- 
es of our minds, we’re creatures of 
pattern and habit, returning to the 
same reckonings over and over in 
our lifetimes. Often, we don’t con- 
quer our better angels or demons so 
much as re-inhabit them with a high- 
er degree of understanding, or per- 
haps forgiveness. SKIN begins with 
Jule's early attempts at dividing the 


real and illusory, sensory and imag- 
ined, present and infinite, and fol- 
lows branching excursions on his 
overall thematic road. 

The first works are Jule’s barest, 
hauntingly so, an idealized minimal- 
ist space imprinted by embossed 
quasi-architectural arches on paper 
that embodies a spare organic fleshi- 
ness, but polished with strangely 
lush touches. Later series bring in 
shadowy photorealistic imagery of 
rooms, the-arch resolving to an insis- 
tent tear in the fabric of this “real” 
world and offering a twilight of 
washes of colour, inviting yet worri- 
somely blank. Later, the netherworld 
has become something in itself — 
what Jule terms “empty orbs’—with 
weight and consequence they 
impose on a more literal fabric 
“skin,” stretched and warped by 
Jule's patient technique, painstaking- 
ly documented for print. The tear is 
fossilized in these works as a trian- 
gular relationship, a perpetual 
jostling of elements and realities. 

The show title is almost unbearably 
weighty in its multiple meanings, but 
the accumulation of imagery and 
motifs Jule’s work gathers through the 
years offers one particularly poignant 
reading: SKIN doesn’t simply wear its 
experience, but both conceals and 
suggests an actual structure under- 
neath. v 


have fallen down in Berlin 


diately missed Berlin.” 

Working in documented transient 
states where the art produced exists only 
for short periods of time, McLarney feels 
she can work and live here more freely 
than before. She continues, “| don’t want 
to diss Edmonton, because there are a lot 
of opportunities there right now, but 
maybe that's bullshit since everyone's 
getting kicked out of their homes ... but 
Berlin is just a lot more open. Everyone is 
out on the streets and you never see the 
flickering of any televisions in any win- 
dows. People who come here want to 
actually do things, not just chase money.” 


THAT APPROACH to art and to life, about 
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engaging and responding to your surround- 
ings, was something she did not feel in 
Edmonton, or more fairly, perhaps did not 
have the time to feel between working full- 
time and personal distractions. The fact 
that McLarney has also been comfortably 
living off 500 Euros a month makes the pri- 
ority of devoting more time to making art 
than to making rent a far greater possibility. 

“| can do my work here and not get 
stared at or questioned,” McLarney 
states, acknowledging that she shouldn't 
care if people stop and stare, but also 
pointing out that she has found Berliners 
to be more laid back and willing to have 
art be part of their daily lives. Art making 
and exhibition is far less alienated by the 


INTRODUCING 


onvou INTRALASE 


general population and in the media 
There are also far more contemporary 
international exhibitions—at any given 
time, there are shows like the newly com- 
missioned Jeff Wall prints and Roman 
Signor that are currently exhibiting in 
town along with emerging artists and 
acclaimed permanent collections. 

Continues McLamey, “Every artist | know 
needs to make art or else they feel fucked 
up. It’s not like they always know what 
they're doing, but they also don’t always 
need to be making objects. Art is about find- 
ing a way to respond to the world.” w 


Amy Fung is the author of prairieart- 
sters.com 
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Alcoholics in front of us =e 


MIGHTY CARLINS FINDS COMEDY AND TRAGEDY IN DRINKING 


‘PAUL BLINGV / blinov@vuaweekly.com 

ometimes you have to go there 

to come back. Michael Clark 

knows this well: Before he 
could tackle his dream job—Artistic 
pirector of Workshop West—he had to 
hone his skills elsewhere. And in 
1999, when Clark found himself 
offered the position of Artistic Direc- 
tor of Nakai Theatre in Whitehorse, he 
went north to do just that. 

‘Being the artistic director of Work- 
shop West is a pipe-dream goal I’ve 
held since 1994,” he explains. “What 
sent me to Whitehorse was the oppor- 
tunity to be an artistic director of a 
theatre company of similar size and 
mandate to Workshop West, [which] 
has been and will continue to be put- 
ting new plays on stage. That's [Work- 
shop West’s] goal, mandate and 
vision, and that’s why I wanted to 
work for it. That’s a passion of mine.” 

Clark’s focus on untapped theatri- 
cal talent makes him the perfect 
choice to handle The Mighty 
Carlins, a beer-soaked tragicomedy 
that created quite a buzz for itself 
after winning the Alberta Playwriting 
Competition in 2004. 

As Clark tells it, The Mighty Carlins 
is a fly-on-the-wall peek at “the alco- 
holic father of two alcoholic sons, [all] 
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getting together to commemorate the 
death of the mother, who died of alco- 
holism.” Squeezing laughs into such 
tragic subject matter seems like a bal- 
ancing act between good taste and 
clever punchlines, but from his first 
read onwards, Clark saw the dark 
charm of the unusual script. 

“The Mighty Carlins was kind of leg- 
endary: one of those readings where 
all the magic things happened at the 
same time,” he remembers. “People 
talked about it, so when I was hired 
by Workshop West, I started collecting 
the names of playwrights and plays 
that were known as being remarkable 
but as yet unproduced—Mighty Carlins 
was one of them. I emailed [play- 
wright] Collin Doyle, he sent me the 
Script, and it took me an hour to wipe 
the silly grin of my face. The silly, 
slightly horrified grin.” 

“Yesterday when we were doing a 
run-through,” Clark continues, “there 
was a point when the actors finally 
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cracked on stage [into] bales of gig- 
gles, because it was so fucking silly.” 


THE MIGHTY CARLINS is ciark’s first 
directing project for Workshop West 
and is a continuation of the company’s 
exploration into exciting new theatre, 
which is going even better than he 
expected before taking the job. 

“We had a very tough year of transi- 
tion, and discovering what was going 
on here, and went through a challeng- 
ing period,” he says. “[But] it kind of 
stunned me: suddenly it was Novem- 


ber, our first show opened, we had a 
casino, we got a couple grants we did- 
n't think we'd get and here we are.” 

With The Mighty Carlins, he thinks 
he’s found something quite rare: a 
comedy that looks to balance gut 
laughs with tugs on your heartstrings. 

“It's so much fun to work on a 
comedy that has a real social punch 
behind it,” he laughs. “it’s not just 
funny for the sake of being funny; it 
takes a very difficult and challenging 
issue head on, and it uses comedy to 
do it.” v 
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Why must I be an archvillain in love? 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
t seems counterintuitive for a play 
[== supervillains—those cack- 
ling, devilish, hyperbolically insane 
drama queens—but the purest pleas- 
ures in The Amaze-o-nauts Must 
Die! are also the subtlest: the coy 
baby talk between evil lovers (“Who's 
going to achieve world domination? 
Who is it?”), the unbuttoned plaid shirt 
star archvillain Gideon Baron 
(Matthew Kloster) wears to his 
Supervillains Anonymous meeting, the 
sloppy tank top that doesn’t quite 
cover the protruding gut of a low-rent 
* landlord. It’s fitting, though, because 
James Hamilton and Kat Walsh's play 
is far more about fighting your way 
through life's everyday defeats than it 
is fighting your way through a team of 
superheroes. 

Amaze-o-nauts kicks off with 
Baron delivering a speech about the 
necessity of destroying the titular 
do-gooders, only to be interrupted 
by a henchman informing him that 
those very do-gooders have already 
been done in by an unfortunate run- 
in with Red Tide. Left existentially 
lost without an enemy, Baron 
watches as his mounting debts force 
him out of his mountain lair—"the 
repo men actually grappled up the 
side,” he exclaims, amazed—and 
eventually drive his wife, the 
Baroness (Walsh) into the arms of 
his rival, Doctor Scientist (Ryan 
Hughes, who fills in all the other 
characters that surround the diabol- 
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ical couple as well). Soon he’s got to 
get back both his evil empire and 
his woman, made all the harder by 
his need to start living like one of 
“sheeple” he’s been so intent on 
destroying all these years. 


ONCE YOU START having a doomsday 
gun-toting evil genius scoping out 
bachelor apartments and going to 
shrinks, you’re getting into some 
fairly silly territory, but the cast here 
handles it all with aplomb. Kloster 
flips the seething contempt of the 
world he so ably displayed in last 
year’s Crazy Gary's Mobile Disco into 
something more comic, and there’s 
rarely a moment he’s not on. Particu- 
larly good are his flips from everyday 
shmo to cackling villain, as when he 
can no longer contain his loathing 
for both himself and humanity while 
being hung up on, again, at his tele- 
marketing job. 

Walsh has less to do, but her 
Natasha accent is perfect, and some 
of the funnier exchanges owe a lot to 
her deadpan, particularly a bit on the 
plight of the humble barista, the job 
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she takes once splitting with Baron 
(“Do you think I'm here to humiliate 
you?” asks Doctor Scientist. “Why else 
would anyone come here?” she spits 
back, her expression barely chang- 
ing.) Hughes, despite his multiple 
casting, also has a fairly light role, 
though he does shine, particularly as 
the aforementioned slum lord and the 
foppish Doctor Scientist. 

Ultimately, the fact two of three 
actors don’t have a whole lot to do is 
somewhat indicative: for its funny 
moments, which are decently plentiful, 
there's also a fair amount of lag. Trim- 
ming a few expository scenes and 
bringing the running time to a brisker, 
Fringier 60 minutes or so would proba- 
bly make a world of difference, keeping 
the pacing tight and never letting the 
silliness of one particular scene wear. 

Still, there are enough moments to 
make up for drag, and besides, it’s not 
nearly often enough that you get to 
see a world-hungry madman and his 
diabolical wife bicker their way 
through jet packs and test monkeys in 
divorce court. w 
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This festival is Madness 


Kot | FL JA SUN JAN 20 
= | 10 DAYS OF MADNESS 
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PLAYWARITING FESTIVAL 
CS | TRANSALTAARTS BARNS (10330 - AVE FRE 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 

fter the curtain falls for any 
At" play, the cast takes 

their bow, the tech crew and 
musical accompaniment (if any) get 
a nod, and ideally, everybody goes 
home happy. But what about the per- 
son who wrote the lines for the 
actors, and whose stage directions 
inspired the light and sound? 

“We have a lot of theatre that hap- 
pens in Edmonton, but we don’t real- 
ly have anything that’s specifically 
for the playwrights,” explains Melissa 
Hande, organizer of the 10 Days of 
Madness Playwriting Festival. “In 
many ways, it’s the playwrights who 
often get overlooked, and without 
them, we wouldn't have a theatre.” 

Three years ago, U of A bookstore 
director Todd Anderson charged her 
with getting the bookstore more 
involved in the community. With her 
acting background in mind, Hande 
decided to focus on the often over- 
looked playwrights. Now, the 10 Days 
of Madness festival has grown to 
span readings of new works, work- 
shops with elementary and high 
school students, and even a 24-hour 
playwriting competition—an event 
that Hande is excited to watch, but 
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timid to enter herself. 

“I keep saying ‘one of these days 
but I haven't done it yet,” she laugh; 
“I have an idea, but I find it quite , 
daunting task. I'm amazed at wih,,, 
playwrights can do; and in our sy; 
tem, what they can do in 24 ho, 
is] really quite astounding. 1 applai,; 
them; I think they're brave.” 

Frank Moher, a Vancouver play 
wright who's teaching a workshop ;; 
the festival, thinks it isn’t just bravep, 
that propels people into such a trying 
competition. In his experience, som, 
writers need a deadline to franticalj, 
strive for more than they need wee\ 
of careful planning. 

"I teach out here, and I think ti 
only reason [some people] take cre 
ative writing class or do a workshop 
is for the deadline,” he explains. ") 
focuses you, and forces you to ge 
the work done.” ’ 


BUT, IN ADDITION to guiding budding 
playwrights along, Moher himse! 
gets a chance to reaffirm his ow) 
beliefs on playwriting at the festival 

“When you deliver workshops you 
self, it’s an opportunity to test your 
ideas about playwriting and see if they 
still hold up—ideas about how to wnie 
a play, or what theatre should be can 
become stale. Sometimes you're stan 
ing-up, saying things and you realize | 
don’t believe this anymore,” he laughs 
“(The festival]’s a way to move towards 
new ideas, and yourself.” w 
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P SHOW Dow Centennial Centre, 
' F tchewan (992-6400) » 
sented by Edmonton's 3rd Street Beat 
ament featuring Hip Hop crews, B-Boys, 
lists and variety © Fri, Jan. 18 
{adult)/$10.50 (student/senior)/$7.50 
451-8000 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


__—_ > 
8 JA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 


54) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * Rotating show 
ry artists including Greg Edmonson, Jerry 
sine, David Edwards, and Emestine Tahed! 


ALBERTA GRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St (488-6611) 
“© THE RECIPIENTS EXHIBITION: 2007 Alberta Craft 
wards, Jan. 12-Feb. 16; opening reception: Sat, Jan. 
CONTAINED-PROTECTION OR PRISON: 
19; opening reception: Sat, Jan. 12 (2-4pm) 


BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
9) » Landscape paintings by Doug Downey, and 
Pandy Hayashi. New artworks by Kari Duke, Fran 
‘Heath, Allison Argy-Burgess, Sharon Moore-Foster, 
and Buddy Kennedy * Until Jan. 31 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 100, 
10230 Jasper Ave (422-6223) ¢ Open Mon-Fri 
10:30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm (4-8pm free); Sat- 
‘Sun 1iam-5Spm * Drop-In Tours: Sat and Sun (12:30, 
1-30, 2.30 and 3:30pm) * NEW ACQUISITIONS: 
‘Curated therine Crowston; until Feb. 17 ¢ FH. 
VARLEY: ITS INTO THE LIGHT: Portraits by one 
of the Group of Seven; until Feb. 17 * GENERATION: 
Jan. 18-Mar. 24; Metro Cinema presents Daniel 
Barrow's Winnipeg Babysitter in Ziedler Hall, Citadel 
‘Theatre, Jan. 16 (7pm), as part of the exhibition 
Generation * BE-DRAWING THE LINE: Artworks from 
the U of A’s graduate studios; Jan. 19-Feb. 17; open- 
‘ing reception: Fri, Jan. 18 (7-Spm) ¢ All Day 
‘Saturdays: Jan, 19(1-4pm) ¢ Members free; $10 
{adultl/$? (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (5yrs and 
‘under)/$20 (family~2 adults, 4 children) 


STUDIO GALLERY 3 Fl, 10217-106 St 
© Open Thu (5-8pm) or by 
1404; Artworks by Monica Pitre, Gillian 


E D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103- 

* Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat: 10am-5pm ¢ 
| show featuring artworks by the artist mem- 
© Until Feb. 15 


ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine 
Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492-2081) * Open Tue- 
Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 2-Spm ¢ SKIN: Walter Jule, 
d Works, 1968-2008 © Jan. 8-26 Opening 
ception: Thu, Jan. 24 (7-10pm) ® Public presenta- 
Thu, Jan. 24 (5-6pm) 
GALLERY Paint Spot basement, 10618 
ie aaa © Artworks by Tom Yorkes ¢ 
n. 


Y AU of A Museums and Collections 
Main Floor, TELUS Centre for Professional 
) of A Campus (492-5834) © WE ARE 
RE-100 Years at the University of 
jerta as Told | h Clothing: Featuring clothing 
ind textiles from the Clothing and Textile Collection 
* Jan. 21-Mar. 2 
|ALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER 
‘Main Fi, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) 
A Sam-Spm; Sat Jam-Gpm; Sun 1-5pm © 
ADES OF SMALL TOWN ALBERTA: 
graphs by Darren Gust * Until Jan. 30 
| MEZZANINE GALLERY AND 
10230-111 Ave © Open 
© THE CANADIAN FILIPINO 
c iintings by Gordon 
EFUL LESSONS OF PLANTS: Recent 
ings by Marlena Wyman * Until Jan. 12 


DUSE 10215-112 St(426-4180) * Open 
a-Si it 12-4pm © Main Gallery: 


) DIGITIZED DIALECTS AND 
Artworks by multi-media 
iris; Jan. 10-Feb. 16 ¢ Front 
THE EXPANSE: Artworks- 


ince * Artist lectures: by Jude Norris 
Tony Baker, Sat, Jan. 12 (1pm) 


SALES (ORTH) 11817-80 St (479- 
pen 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm 
: AAT. eee aay pele arti 
re les from Clay Works by Heather 
e JOMNSON GALLEGY (SOUTH) 7711-85 
65-6171) * Open Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am- 
* ALBERTA OIL PAINTER'S STUDIO: Paintings by 
“sts-in-residence Susan Abma, Susan Box, David 


Brooks, Shairi Honey, Margaret en, Tra 
Mardon, Anne McCormick, Cindy Revel | 


ee 53 halle St (423-5353) * Open Mon- 
‘1 10am-6pm; Sat noon-Spm * ProjEx Room: LAD 
RE:PRODUCTION: Artworks in progress by Megann 
Christensen ® Main Space: SONIC CUBES: Artworks 
by Catherine Bechard and Sabin Hudon * Jan. 11- 
Feb. 9 * Opening reception: Fri, Jan. 11 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Open 
Thu 5-9pm; Sat 10am-4pm ¢ ABSTRACTS: Artworks 
by the members of the Art Society of Strathcona 
County * Jan. 10-Feb. 29 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) 
TOWARDS SEEING EVERYTHING: Photographs by Ted 
Kerr * Until Feb. 2 © Artist talk: Process / While 
Trying to See with Ted Kerr and moderator Amy Fung; 
Thu, Jan. 24 (7pm) 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1- 
8pm © FOUR OUTSIDE VIEWS: Landscape paintings 
by Pam Wilman, Adeline Rockett, Sophia-Podryhula- 
Shaw, and Donna Miller * Until Feb. 10 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * Artworks 
by the SWCA, Society of Western Canadian Artists; 
until Jan. 17 © NIKKEI (Japanese—Canadian): Masks 
and dolls by Marjene-Matsunaga Turnbull and Miya 
Turnbull; Jan. 19-Feb. 22; opening reception: Sun, 
Jan. 20 (1-3:30pm) * Dining Room Gallery: 
Meadolark Painters; until Feb. 7 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. 
Albert (459-1528) ¢ PRINCESS LOUISE-A WOMAN 
OF SUBSTANCE; An exhibit about Princess Louise 
Alberta, the daughter of Queen Victoria and name- 
sake of our province * Until Feb. 17 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704- 
111 Ave (474-7611) © Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30am- 
2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30am-4pm and 6-8pm ¢ Artworks 
by Brian Mills * Until Feb. 1 ¢ Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 10 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378- 
0240) © Original paintings by gallery artists ¢ /N 
THE WOODS-ARTISTIC RAMBLINGS IN THE 
ROCKIES: Paintings by Lynne Huras; Jan. 17-Feb. 3; 
opening reception, artist in attendance: Thu, Jan. 17 
(6-9pm); also featuring a booksigning by Joe Pavelka, 
author of Ned: The Story of Bear Six Nine Three 
{illustrated by Lynne Huras) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave 
(455-7479) © Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm 
Artworks by Alice Teichert, Phil Darrah, Peter von 
Tiesenhausen, David Janzen, David Cantine, Linda 
Lindemann, Jonathan Forrest, David Alexander 
PORTAL ART GALLERY 9414-91 St (702-7522) « 
Open Tue-Fri 12-8pm; Sat 12-7pm, by appointment © 
LIFTED: Artworks by Darryl Boldt ¢ Jan. 12-Feb. 28 # 
Opening reception: Jan. 12 (7-11pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, St. 


Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu 
{i10am-8pm) «© WINDOWS: Artworks by Terry 
Reynoldson * Jan. 10-Feb. 29 © Opening reception: 
Thu, Jan. 10 (7-Spm) 


THE RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Ave (498-1984) © 
Open Mon-Fri 11am-5pm Closed over Christmas * 
3 RIVERS—THE ARNO, THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN 
AND THE PEMBINA: Large oil paintings by Christl 
Bergstrom with smaller paintings ® Jan. 11-31 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St, Mezz (426- 
4035) © URBANSCAPES: Paintings by Pauline Ulliac. 
Featuring paintings and sculptures by various artists 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5pm # WINTERSCAPES: Winter land- 
scapes by Gerald Faulder, Doris McCarthy, Wendy 
Wacko, Hilary Prince, and abstract painters Marianne 
Watchel, Douglas Haynes, and others ¢ Jan. 11-29 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat 12-5pm * Main Gallery: OUR PARTICLES 
ARE IN MOTION: Printworks by Patrick Bulas based 
on looking at theoretical phenomena in scientific jour- 
nals as well as his personal experience Jan. 10- 
Feb. 23 © Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 10 (7-Spm) 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce 
Grove # FROM THE HEART: Artworks by Dianna 
Hanna © Until Jan. 26 * Opening reception: Sat, 
Jan. 12 (1-4pm) 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) « 
Open Thu 12-8pm, Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-Spm ¢ 
RECESSES: Paintings by Daniel vanHeyst * Until 
Jan. 26 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452- 
9100) CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE SCIENCE KIND: 
interactive feature exhibit * Observatory hours: Sat, 
Sun, holidays (1-4pm); Fri-Sun (7~10pm) 

VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) © Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm ¢ 
(MAELSTROM: Artworks by Eugenia Castenada ¢ Jan, 
10-Feb. 18 * Opening reception: Jan. 10 (7-9:30pm) 
URBAN ROOTS 10418 Whyte Ave (438-7978) * COL- 
LECTION: Artworks by Oksana Movchan * Until Feb. 2 


THE WORKS GALLERY 200, 10225-100 Ave (426- 
2122) © Open Mon-Fri 12-Spm * Ee. 
DISCOMBOBULATION: Paintings by Kevin Friedrich * 
Jan. 7-Feb. 8 © Closing reception: Thu, Feb. 7 (6-9pm) 


LITERARY 
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BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * 
Story Slam: An opportunity for writers to share their 


work, explore their talents and shaw off © 3rd Wed 
each month * $5 (donation) 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave 
* Spoken word open mic; last Wed each month 
TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE ENCOURAGING 
STORYTELLING Rosie's Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave 
(832-4409) © Story Cafés: Mavericks: open mic oppor- 
tunity * Ist Thu each month; 7-Spm 


TALES.-THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING (437-9555) * City 
Arts Centre, 10943-84 Ave; Monthly Storytelling 
Circle: Everyone welcome to tell stories or to come 
and listen; 2nd Fri each month through to June 2008 
(8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq © 
WOW-Wired on Words: We all have something to 
Say, amateurs and professionals alike. Let this cre- 
ative writing process guide you into self-discovery 
© Meetings bi-monthly, Sun (4-6pm) for info e-mail 
feelgoodbewellin2007@gmail.com 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA North Campus: 
Humanities Centre HC 4-29 (492-7822) © Reading by 
Dennis Cooley from his latest collection, The 
Bentley's ® Tue, Jan. 15 (3:30pm) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8174) « 
The Poets’ Haven Monday Nights weekly reading 
Series presented by Stroll of Poets ¢ Every Mon 
Night (7pm) * $5 (door) * Jan. 14 features spoken 
word artists, Shirley Serviss, Tracy Murray, Consoreia 
Mendoza, and Audrey Seehagen 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(459-4999) © Thu (8:30pm), $11; Fri (8:30pm), $20; 
Sat (Bpm), $20; Sat (10:30pm), $20 © Every Wed 
(8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday; $5 ° Marty Hanenberg; 
Jan. 10-12 © Jamie Hutchinson; Jan. 17-19 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) ¢ Open nightly 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm, Sun 8pm © Hit or 
Miss Mondays © Runner up on Last Comic 
Standing, Lavell Crawford, as well as Sterling Scott, 
James Ball, and Paul Brown; until Jan. 13 © Hit or 
Miss Mondays; Mon, Jan. 14 © Alternative Comedy 
Night; Tue, Jan. 15 ® As seen on the Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno — Paul Mecurio, as well as Sean 
Lecomber and Shawn Gramiak; Jan. 16-20 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove 
(962-8995) © An evening of skits, stories from the 
comedy team of John Dunsworth (Mr. Lahey) and 
Patrick Roach (Randy) of the hit Showcase series 
Trailer Park Boys, and their quest Jonathan Torrens (J- 
Roc) ® Thu, Jan. 10; Fri, Jan. 11 (sold out) $20 (stu- 
dent/senior)/$25 (adults); adult content, no one under 
the age of 16 admitted at the Horizon Stage box office 


THE LAUGH SHOP (YUK YUK'S) Londonderry 
Mall , 6606-137 Ave (481-9857) « Open Wed-Thu 
8pm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm © Tuesday Amateur 
Night followed by professional headliner * 
Wednesday Comedy Challenge * Dan Quinn, 
Kendall Gawryluk, and Billy Cowen; Jan. 10-12 « 
Mike Bullard in concert; Jan. 17-19 


THEATRE 


THE AMAZE-0-NAUTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 


Ave (439-7939) * Bedlam Theatre Concern presents 
James Hamilton and Catherine Walsh's dark romantic 
comedy, directed by James Hamilton, and starring 
Ryan Hughes, Matthew Kloster, and Catherine Walsh 
* Gideon Baron and his wife, the Baroness, are 
super villain scientists whose sole objective is to 
destroy their arch nemeses, the Amaze-o-nauts * 
Until Jan. 12 (8pm, Sat matinees 2pm) 


BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave (425-1820) © Music By Alan Menken, 
lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, book by Linda 
Woolverton, directed by Bob Baker, and starring John 
Ullyatt as Lumiére * Suitable for children five years 
of age and up * Jan. 19-Feb. 24 


DESPERATE HOUSEHOLDS Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) ¢ On Hysteria Lane 
the houses, the lawns and the gardens are perfect. 
This is a look at life behind the walls of a gated, bed- 
room community where affairs, scandals, music, mur- 
der, dance, intrique, food and deception exist—all the 
elements for an amazing block party ¢ Until Jan. 27 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
9399) © Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 


THE MIGHTY CARLINS Third Space, 11516-103 St 
(477-5955/420-1757) ® Workshop West Theatre * 
By Collin Doyle © This hilarious and heartbreaking 
production features the Carlin family as they deal 
with arief the best way they can. ..a lot of beer, bick- 
ering and bonding Jan. 10-20 (Tue-Sun 8pm) * $23 
(adult)/$18 (student/senior); Tue, Jan. 15 pay-what- 
you-can; tickets available at TIX on the Square, door 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ‘N’ ROLL Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Written and com- 
piled by Will Marks. Take a wild ride back to the 
swingin’ ‘60s, celebrate the Twist, the Watusi, the 
British Invasion, the Beach Boys, Motown and the mint 
skirt © Until Feb. 17 © $59-$89 (buffet and show) 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING 
FESTIVAL (492-4215) Presented by the University 
of Alberta Bookstores with Alberta Playwrights 
Network featuring quest playwrights, Frank Moher 
and Mansel Robinson along with play readings by 
local playwrights * Free * Jan. 11-20 


ARTS 


MAKE ) FRIEND p 
40355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


8. O.S.T.-|'m Not There (columbia) 


9. Compadres —- Buddy Where You Been? (compadres) 
10. Neil Young - Chrome Dreams 2 (reprise) 


11.Sigur Ros - Hvart (x!) 


12.Gamet Rogers - Get A Witness Live (snow goose) 


13.Wu Tang Clan -8 Diagrams (loud) 


14.Bruce Springsteen — Magic (columbia) 


15.The Sadies - New Seasons (outside) 
16.Ween —La Cucaracha (chocodog) 


17. The Weakerthans — Reunion Tour (anti) 


18. M.A. — Kala (xl) 


R THE WEEK ENDING JAN 10. 2008 


1. Radiohead — In Rainbows (tbd records) 

2. Corb Lund — Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 

3. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
4, Iron & Wine - The Shepherds Dog (sub pop) 

5 Colleen Brown - Foot In Heart (colleen brown) 

6. Rufus Wainwright - Does Judy At Camegie Hall (Geffen) 
7. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 


49. Chip Taylor & Carnie Rodriguez — Live From The Ruhr Triennale (trainwreck) , 
20.Samantha Schultz — Both Sides (samantha schultz) 


21.Mary Gauthier - Between Daylight And Dark (lost highway) 
22, Dion— Son Of Skip James (the orchard) 


23. Bettye LaVette - The Scene Of The Crime (anti) 


24. Buck 65 — Situation (wamer) 


25.Sharon Jones & The Dap Kings - 100 Days 100 Nights (daptone) 
26. Steve Earle - Washington Square Serenade (new west) 
27.Shuyler Jansen - Today's Remains (black hen) 

28. Stars - In Our Bedroom After The War (arts & crafts) 

29. Mark Knopfler — Kill To Get Crimson (mercury) 

30. Eddie Vedder — Into The Wild (j records) 


AYDEN 


IN FIELD & TOWN 


One of Canada’s truest 
songwriters has shown up 
again, this time smack dab 


in the middle of winter to warm 
our hearts for the millionth time 
with his latest release In Field & Town. 
Be sure to check out Hayden February 9th at 


McDougall Church. 


JAN 10 - JAN 16, 2008 


A! 


(c 


25 


FILM 


FILM CAPSULES / 28 


Metro Cinema cordially invites you to get Lynched this January 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

ith the labyrinthine billow- 

ing video miasma of Inland 

Empire now marking a new 
point of departure in his ever-shifting 
approach to filmmaking, the time 
seems about right for a fresh survey of 
David Lynch's always strange, sinu- 
ous and stimulating body of work. 
This weekend Metro Cinema is doing 
just that, screening a mini-retrospec- 
tive as well as the Edmonton pre- 
miere of the anonymously authored 
documentary Lynch (see separate 
review on page 28). 

The quartet of features screened 
may represent only a fraction of the 
Lynch canon, but it’s an intriguing and 
diverse selection that includes his 
Sefining debut, an indisputable clas- 
sic, as well as two other titles, both of 
which I'll look at more closely, that 
help flesh out a sense of the distinc- 
tive filmmaker's considerable adapt- 
ability as well as the extent to which 
he can follow his most single-minded 
tangents into utter weirdness. 

After making one of the most star- 
tling debuts of the decade with Eraser- 
head (1977), an endlessly wondrous, 
deeply oneiric odyssey into paternal 
anxiety, deadpan humour, painterly 
grotesquerie and mechanical subjuga- 
tion, Lynch could have foliowed any 
number of paths. How curious that 
the one he'd eventually take would 
lead him to a Hollywood biopic, albeit 
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= | DAVID LYNCH 

2 | RETROSPECTIVE 
FEATURING ERASERNEAD, BLUE VEEL 
FIRE WALK WITH ME ELEPHANT MAN 
METRO CEMA 


one entirely in keeping with Lynch’s 
aesthetic and thematic concerns, and 
one that would allow him to have his 
cake and eat it: an unapologetically 
humanist, prestige-laden, Oscar-nom- 
inated film that’s also drenched in 
phantasmagorical imagery and the 
faux-naive poeticism that would 
become his stock in trade. 

The Elephant Man ('80) tells the trag- 
ic story of John Merrick, the astound- 
ingly disfigured man that would 
gradually go from thrilling the Victorian 
working class as a sideshow freak bar 
none to titillating the Victorian upper 
class as the pet project of the well- 
intentioned Dr Frederick Treves. A 
nightmarish montage reveals a photo- 
graph, a parade of elephants and a 
woman twisting her head back and 
forth in agony in an ashen blur, a low 
bestial moan standing in for her silent 
screams: the film’s haunting opening 
alone is as indicative of Lynch’s tack as 
anything in Eraserhead. 

Photographed by Freddie Francis in 
silvery hues that seem to coat the sin- 
ister industrial landscapes, patterned 
floors and cobblestones in mercury, 


with Lynch marveling at Merrick’s col- 
lection of talismans with the same 
awe as their owner, the film is as ele- 
gant as it is harrowing. John Hurt, 
unrecognizable beneath a masterful 
coat of prosthetics, brings a dignity 
and attentiveness to Merrick that’s 
deeply affecting. Anthony Hopkins 
gives what I consider to be among his 
absolute finest performances as 
Treves, carrying that weary face that, 
however guarded or reserved, seems 
never at ease but rather conveys the 
character's mounting feeling that he 
may be just as guilty of exploitation as 
Merrtick’s previous “proprietor.” 


BLUE VELVET (‘86), which I wrote 
about the last time Metro screened it, 
is nothing less than Lynch’s most elo- 
quent synthesis of Edward Hopper 


and Francis Bacon, an unforgettable 
vision of the hidden darkness and 
madness in postcard America, a small 
town noir seething with desire, degra- 
dation, beauty, obsession and the loss 
of innocence. (If you've never seen it: 
see this movie. If you've already seen 
it: see this movie.) It also features the 
best ensemble cast Lynch has ever 
assembled, one of whom, Kyle 
MacLachlan, would go on to be the 
star of Twin Peaks, Lynch’s tremen- 
dously successful foray into televi- 
sion—which leads us to the last film 
in Metro's quartet. 

There's a section in the superb book 
Lynch on Lynch where Lynch explains 
to interviewer Chris Rodley his mind- 
set post-Twin Peaks. “At the end of the 
series, I felt sad. I couldn't get myself to 
leave the world of Twin Peaks. I was in 
love with the character of Laura Palmer 
and her contradictions: radiant on the 
surface but dying inside. I wanted to 
see her live, move and talk.” 

This longing to resurrect the dead 
in a tender embrace, this sort of artis- 
tic necrophilia if you will, permeates 
and, some would say, plagues Twin 
Peaks: Fire Walk With Me ('92). It is at 
once a tormented, death-haunted, 
funereal thing and an otherwise 
straightforward, linear story of sexual 
abuse escalating to filicide that is con- 
tinually subverted by wildly eccentric 
digressions and fragments of minutia 
left over from a complicated and 


much beloved television series 
Somehow, for all its problems it’s also 
finally tremendously moving. 

An extensive prequel, which itsely 
has a rather amusing prelude that con. 
sumes the first half-hour, Fire wal! 
With Me would, admittedly, be the las: 
film I'd ever tell a Lynch neophyte {o 
see. Its heroine, Laura Palmer, whose 
death kicked off the series, is most 
often in a state of agitation if not hys- 
teria, a precariously static emotiona| 
plateau that does no favours fo; 
actress Sheryl Lee. Meanwhile, the res\ 
of the cast—conspicuously disaffected 
tural folk, pouty 28-year-old teens, the 
hoser clientele of an extravagantly ari- 
directed bar owned by a salacious 
French Canadian—is so uniformly 
quirky that the more inspired and sig- 
nificant oddities find it difficult to 
stand-out. The film also ranks as the 
unholiest collaboration between Lynch 
and regular composer Angelo Badala 
menti, whose score is by far the most 
gratingly soapiest of a distinctly soapy 
body of work. 

Yet there are moments of absolute 
terror and palpable discovery in Fire 
Walk With Me, as well as a number of 
ingenious set pieces, and more than a 
hint of the grasping in the darkness 
for narrative cohesion that made ele- 
ments of Inland Empire so electrifying 
It’s the most frustrating work from a 
visionary and enduring filmmaker, but 
its visionary nonetheless. v 


Lionsgate reveals the Bunuel beyond discreet charms and dogs 


DVDETECTIVE 


w 
= 
S | ose BRAUN 
Li | tvdetective@vueweekly.com 

It's long frustrated me that Luis Bufnuel, 
one of history's greatest filmmakers, is 
often considered so solely on the basis of 
his spectacularly scandalous early shorts 
Un chien andalou (1929) and L’Age d’or 
('30) and late-career European co-produc- 
tions like Belle de jour (67) and the 
Oscar-wining The Discreet Charm of the 
Bourgeoisie |'72). The vast bulk of 
Bufuel’s filmography is actually com- 
prised of films made in Mexico between 
these periods, but, due to a number of 
issues—distribution, rights, the absence 
of international stars, the stylistic range 
and of the material and, one suspects, a 
dismissive attitude toward the Mexican 
film industry—most of these films have 
Tailed to reach their rightful audience. 

The uniformed consensus on Bunuel’s 
Mexican films usually insists that, often 
produced quickly, often melodramas, and 
sometimes employing Bunuel more as a 
gun for hire than a canonized auteur, 
they're compromised works, ill-represen- 
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tative of the director's mischievous dispo- 
sition and Surrealist roots. Such assump- 
tions ring false for several reasons, not 
the least being that melodrama is in fact 
a genre highly conducive to exercising 
Surrealist philosophy. The period has its 
lesser titles, to be sure, but it's nonethe- 
less a body of work characterized by 
invention, provocation, sensuality and 
economy. 

The good news is that in recent 
months these films have started cropping 
up on DVD shelves, so over the course of 
this column and my next, Ill address a 
quartet of them. First up are two very dif- 
ferent titles paired together by Lionsgate 
in a set imaginatively titled Luis Bunuel 
2-Disc Collector's Edition. 

Gran Casino ('47), his first Mexican 
film, admittedly comes closest to being 
“Luis light”: frivolous, generic, with few 
traces of anything especially “Bufiuelian.” 
Still, it's entertaining and far from without 
interest, concerning a couple of likeable 
charros who venture to Tampico to find 
lucrative work in the oil fields. They find 
more than they bargained for after 
befriending an Argentine oilman who rep- 
resents the last holdout in a region other- 
wise monopolized by a German-owned 
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company using any means necessary to 
eliminate competition. 

The film lucidly evokes its rowdy, anar- 
chic setting, dominated by elitist corrup- 
tion and riggers eager to relinquish their 
earnings in the local casino with its lus- 
cious female entertainers. The plot fea- 
tures murder, masquerade and plenty of 
music, and while Bufuel’s contributions 
are largely workmanlike, he does 
enhance the proceedings with his distinc- 
tive attention to objects—a face reflect- 
ed in an ice bucket, a stick dragged 
suggestively through crude oil in the 
midst of an otherwise tepid love scene— 
as well as to Mercedes Barba’s impres- 
sive thighs jiggling beneath a curtain of 
sheer fabric in her initial dance number. 


MORE DEEPLY SATISFYING, The Young 
One ('60), an English-language, US/Mexi- 
co co-production, is an unfaithful, utterly 
inspired adaptation of Peter 
Matthiessen’s story “Travelin’ Man,” a 
chamber piece set on an island off the 
Carolina coast, a fecund locale that 
serves as a confluence of contentious 
attitudes toward race, sexuality and iden- 
tification. It begins with black clarinetist 
Traver (Bernie Hamilton) arriving alone 
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and desperate in a small boat. Cries of 
rape jarringly explode over the soundtrack 
just before we're treated to an exhilarat- 
ing series of jump cuts that flash back to 
the events that brought Traver to his cur- 
rent state. This is followed by the intro- 
duction of Miller (Zachary Scott), the 
island's white gamekeeper, seen killing a 
rabbit, who, like Traver’s boat, will enjoy 
the distinction of actually being shot up 
twice before the film’s through. 

Death and transformation abound in The 
Young One: animals are hunted and con- 
sumed, an old man expires, and the pubes- 
cent Evalyn (the remarkably unguarded Key 
Meersman), at least in the eyes of her 
guardian, Miller, goes from being a girl toa 
woman. Amidst these transitional states, 
the story's central irony is writ large: while 
the charismatic Traver must run from lyneh- 
hungry whites happy to assume he's guilty 
of a rape he probably didn’t commit, a 
forced sexual relationship erupts between 
the middle-aged Miller and the disarmingly 
innocent Evalyn. 

All the signifiers of socially conscien- 
tious middlebrow pap are in place—one 
can imagine the material resting cozily in 
the hands of, say, Stanley Kramer. But 
Bufuel, who developed the script with 


Hugo Butler, creates something far more 
complicated and full of juice. The Young 
One implicates the viewer fully into the 
process of Evalyn’s loss of sexual inno- 
cence, playfully juxtaposing the trappings 
of her ostensible new-found adulthood 
with her girlish manners, as in her final 
scene, which finds her hopping childishly 
along a boardwalk in oversized heels. 

Likewise, the film constantly draws 
overt parallels between the two men, 
even while exposing the grotesque 
aspects of Miller. And in the memorable 
last scenes, it is in fact Miller who under- 
goes the greatest, strangest changes. The 
whole process is conveyed through ele 
gant, fluid camerawork by Gabriel 
Figueroa and Bufiuel’s compelling habit o! 
lingering on images of people at work, o! 
food and, of course, of Evalyn’s legs. 
which he neither grossly fetishizes n0! 
denies their immaculate beauty. 

Lionsgate’s release is in some ways 
rather clumsy—the two discs are misla- 
beled, the songs have no subtitles—bul 
the transfers look great, the audio com- 
mentaries accompanying both films have 
their distinct merits and above all they 
got the material back on the market in 4 
very affordable package. vw. 


Year of the Rat, but it 
Dp at 2007 was already 
pasa ta a success for the 
ents by King Ratatouille. still, while 
jberta can keep out the real-life, 
page-trawling critters, this year 
el] be invaded by a swarm of new 
yteur, indie, foreign and just plain 
coming out now, after being 
sleased in the big markets at the 
|-end of last year, is PT Anderson’s 
Will Be Blood, a Gothic take 
mn an Upton Sinclair novel, with 
saniel Day Lewis tapping into his 
ecp well of talent to play a malig- 
ant oil baron. Be Kind Rewind, 
"slated for February, is another spec- 
cle from Michel Gondry (Eternal 
sunshine of the Spotless Mind), about 
9 video store workers who refilm 
ased movies themselves. And 
rector Paolo Morelli will be hoping 
e TY series-inspired, Rio-set City 
/ Men, co-produced by Fernando 
ieirelles, is as successful as the 
wasi-prequel, Meirelles’ City of God, 
as a few Januaries ago. 
Meirelles spent some of 2007 in 
canada, helming his co-written 
with Don McKellar) adaptation of 
obel-winner José Saramago’s 
ovel about a world where people 
ge struck sightless. Look for Blind- 
ess, with Julianne Moore and Mark 
ffalo, in the fall. Cannes favourite 
Sarlos Reygadas’ Silent Light has 


a Canadian author connection— 
Governor General's Literary Award- 
winner Miriam Toews acted in the 
film about Mennonites in northern 
Mexico. But though the film’s been 
picked up by Tartan, it may only slip 
onto DVD. 

Toews's fellow Manitoban, director 
Guy Maddin, will see his fanciful 
hometown homage, My Winnipeg, 
released by IFC. Winnipeg-born Anna 
Paquin co-stars with Ruffalo in You 
Can Count On Me director Kenneth 
Lonnergan’s second film, Margaret. 
And Atom Egoyan, who shot his latest 
in his native Toronto, will offer Ado- 
ration to Canuck cinephiles this year. 


THERE'S A PLAGUE of films coming 
from the borders of Hollywood. Old- 
timer outsider Francis Ford Coppola 
returns with Youth Without Youth. 
indie veteran John Sayles will see his 
latest, the 1950s Alabama juke-joint 
film Honeydripper, hit screens this 
year. David Fincher brings us The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button, 
an F Scott Fitzgerald story and the 
film he shot back-to-back with Zodiac. 
Button, who starts aging in reverse, is 
played by Brad Pitt, who co-stars with 
George Clooney in the Coen brothers’ 
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Burn After Reading. Pitt and 
Clooney are gym workers who stum- 
ble across a CIA agent's memoirs and 
try to sell them off. 

Gnawing away, a little further out 
on the fringes, is David Gordon 
Green, one of the best American 
feature filmmakers around. His pre- 
vious film Snow Angels was shot 
in Halifax and should be released by 
Warner Independent this vear, but 
he may merge with the mainstream 
in the Seth Rogen-driven vehicle 
Pineapple Express, due in the fall. 
Spike Jonze’s first feature not writ- 
ten by Charlie Kaufman was sup- 
posed to come to theatres in the 
fall, too, but now it's a question of 
when for his and Dave Eggers’ 
adaptation of Maurice Sendak’s 
classic picture book Where The 
Wild Things Are. Kaufman's direc- 
torial debut is on the way, though, 
and boasts a title pun only an Eng- 
lish major could love (or even get): 
Synecdoche, New York. The film, 
about a theatre director (Philip Sey- 
mour Hoffman) creating a replica of 
New York for a new play, will come 
out in spring. 


PITTER-PATTERING IN FROM overseas 
around the same time will be Michel 
Haneke's Funny Games (USA), the 
Austrian director’s American-set 
remake of his own, distinctly dis- 
turbing home-invasion film. It stars 
Naomi Watts, and the poster alone 
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is deeply unfunny. On the lighter 
side, curiously, is an offering from 
usual kitchen-sinker Mike Leigh. His 
Happy-Go-Lucky is a modern-day 
London comedy. Fellow countryman 
and social realist Ken Loach offers 
up It’s A Free World ... , about the 
collision of race and class in immi- 
grant London. One of the busiest 
Brits, though, has been Pawel Paw- 
likowski (My Summer of Love). He 
turns to the page for inspiration 
again with his adaptation of Magnus 
Mill's Booker Prize-shortlisted dark 
comedy The Restraint of Beasts, 
then DBC Pierre's Booker-winning 
absurdist American satire Vernon 
God Little. 

Hou Hsiao-Hsien’s riff on the kids’ 
classic short, The Flight of the Red 
Balloon (starring Juliette Binoche) 
will lift off in the spring. Wong Kar- 
Wai's tepidly received American 
road trip romance My Blueberry 
Nights, with Norah Jones, should 
come to screens or disc by mid-year. 
One of the most acclaimed films of 
2007 stateside, Syndromes and a 
Century, from Thai visionary 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul, will get 
a DVD release. And years after his 
Burnt by the Sun made him a shining 
new light of Russian cinema, Nikita 
Mikhalkov's 12, a jury-room drama 
centred on the trial of a Chechen, 
should come out. 

Iran's Makhmalbaf family always 
has a film falling from the tree, and 
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here’s hoping younger sister Hana’s 
Afghanistan-shot Buddha Collapsed 
Out of Shame, acclaimed at the 
Toronto Film Fest last year, gets wide 
telease. Marjane Satrapi’s animated 
adaptation of her graphic novels 
Persepolis, will hit screens this 
month. And by Christmas, perhaps, 
we'll get the gift of master animator 
Hayao Miyazaki’s latest, Ponyo on 
the Cliff, a handpainted phantas- 
magoria splashing onto Japanese 
screens in June. 

The year’s infestation of documen- 
taries will include: Morgan Spur- 
lock's searching Where in the 
World is Osama bin Laden? (pre- 
miering at Sundance in January), 
Martin Scorsese's concert chronicle 
of the Rolling Stones, Shine A Light 
(out in April), Errol Morris’ examina- 
tion of Abu Ghraib, Standard Oper- 
ating Procedure (premiering at 
Berlin in February) and maverick 
Michael Moore's follow-up, Fahren- 
heit 9/111/2. American History X 
director Tony Kaye's acclaimed doc 
Lake of Fire, chronicling both sides 
of the abortion debate, should see 
DVD release this year. 

Most tantalizing, though, is the fate 
of Erick Zonca’s first full-length since 
his Cannes-lauded debut The Dream- 
life of Angels back in 1999. His film 
Julia—a take on John Cassavetes’ 
Gloria—stars Tilda Swinton and was 
shot in the US but, so far, no distribu- 
tor has snapped it up. v 
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OPENING THIS WEEK 


. : THE BUCKET LIST 
TH E KITE RUNNER DIRECTED BY ADB REINER 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 1:00 PM WRITTEN BY JUSTIN ZACKHAM 


STARRING JACK NICHOLSON, MORGAN FREEMAN 
tok 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 

As Rob Reiner's filmography grows, it's 
doubtful that he'll make another Spinal 
Tap or Misery. he’s obviously very com- 
fortable making the sentimental pap that 
he does well. Unfortunately, The Bucket 
Listis no When Harry Met Sally or Amer- 
ican President, but thankfully, it's no Alex 
and Emma either. However, like the afore- 
mentioned, it's a two-star vehicle with a 
story line that’s meant to be felt more 
than followed. 

Jack Nicholson plays Jack Nicholson, 
but under the moniker “Edward Cole,” just 
as Morgan Freeman plays his humble self 
under the name “Carter Chambers.” Edward 
is a millionaire hospital owner with a strin- 
gent reply whenever critics take aim at his 
cost-cutting measures: “| run hospitals, not 
health spas. Two beds to a room, no excep- 
tions.” Of course, he wishes he could take 
that back when he's diagnosed with termi- 
nal cancer, and he's placed in his own hos- 
pital because anywhere else would make 
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for bad publicity. Even in death, he’s think- 
ing of his shareholders. 

His greediness starts to wane when he 
meets Carter, his new roommate. Not at 
first, of course. In the beginning they 
have nothing in common: Carter is a blue 
collar father and Edward is a white collar 
womanizer. But when the men are each 
given six months to one year to live, that’s 
about all the common ground they need. 

The movie's terrible title derives from a 
list Carter makes of things to do before 
he “kicks the bucket.” As they regress in 
age and progress as friends, they butt 
heads, make up and do it all over again. 
What else would you expect when Holly- 
wood pins together an intelligent, sweet 
old geezer with a grumpy, knuckle-headed 
one? What is inspired, however, is Reiner 
and writer Justin Zackham’s clever rotat- 
ing hubris that, with time, switches up 
who is most likeable. Edward definitely 
has more at stake, so it's no wonder that 
the story focuses on his are more. Carter's 
only challenges to overcome are his stub- 
bornness and naivety. 

So which does misery love more: com- 
pany or comedy? She loves them both 
equally, as The Bucket List balances 
laughs and tears, friendship and family, 
with a very obvious recipe. I'd recom- 
mend that when Warner Bros releases 
the movie on DVD (in probably the next 
few months), they include the ordered 
ingredients like on a cereal box—happi- 
ness, sorrow, missed opportunities, 
comedic fighting, regret, platonic love, 
joviality, redemption. Nowhere in there 
should it include originality, but if you 
check out the nutritional information 
you'll find zero calories, zero fat, and 
plenty of wholesome vitamins. 

So far, The Bucket List has been 
panned by critics for being too sappy and 
praised by audiences for being so pleas- 
ant. It really falls somewhere in between. 
Is it sappy? Oh, yeah. Is it formulaic? Yes, 
sire. But does it feel good? Damn skippy 
it does. It's an innocuous, hearty little 
fable with the best intentions. 


INTHE NAME OF THE KING: 

A DUNGEON SIEGE TALE 

DIRECTED BY UWE BOLL 

WAITTEN BY DOUG TAYLOR 

STARRING JASON STATHAM, JOHN RHYS-OAVIES 
b 2.4 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
A simple farmer—played by Jason 
Statham (The Transporter) and conve- 


JANUARY IS AUC 


with 2 workshops on Audio Art fram International 


FIELD RECORDING WORKSHOP 4 
h with Shawn Pinchbeck 


a movie's 50% sound, 

get good audio, or forever whine 
PURE DATA WORKSHOP 

with David McCallum 

open source audio creation, 

for anyone who uses sound 


ly Reknowned ». 


niently named Farmer to help out thos, 
with short memories—toils hard and ji) 
the soil to provide for his family, his loyo. 
ly wife Solani (Claire Forlani) and jj 
young son Zeph (Colin Ford). Like all quo 
heroes, Farmer eschews the opportuni, 
to join the king's army in favour of sti) 
ing close to home and living a peacejy 
life, but that soon changes. When Farm 
stays behind to work while his wife an 
son head off on their own to the village gf 
Stonebridge to trade and visit with the 
grandparents, darkness lurks in ij 
woods surrounding the farm. And, swe 
enough, no sooner has Farmer been jet; 
alone than he is attacked by some wick 
Krugs—sort of like the ores in Lord of ti 
Rings, but a little more like guys dress 
in rubber suits that they lifted at a cong 
book convention. 

From there, /n the Name of the King 
wanders along as Farmer gathers his 
merry band of men and sets out to right 
the Krugs’ wrongs. Unfortunately, the 
film's pacing stumbles, with each scene 
tacked uncomfortably onto the last and 
character development replaced with 
Matrix-inspired slow-motion and other 
visual gimmicks that someone along the 
way no doubt thought was brilliant, but 
which never quite work out on the sc 
Take the forest people, for examp 
much a cross between elves and Cirqu 
du Soleil, they descend, ascend and just 
generally swing through the air on long 
vines in sequences that are so ridiculous 
ly choreographed that they're jarring ina 
why-the-hell-are-they-dancing-in-the-ait 
in-the-middle-of-this-battle sort of way 

While the film does suffer from a lack 
of well-written characters—t aime! 
always seems detached and passive 
even when hunting evil—it does boast 
cast that is populated with a number 0 
memorable actors, though that's nol 
always a good thing. There's Bur! 
Reynolds in the role of the king, and ties, 
well, not bad. If it weren't for the vel) 
modern Burt Reynolds-like toupee that le 
wears, the actor wouldn't seem out 
place at all. The same cannot be said ‘0 
Matthew Lillard in the role of Duke fa: 
low. Lillard carries his past performant? 
as Scooby Doo’s partner-in-crime, Shag) 
over into Fallow, and the results are wel 
past the borderline of idiotic. 

And then there’s Ray Liotta as the V! 
lain Gallian. Liotta chews up the scef\ 
the script and everything else that he 0! 
find, and then he spits it all out in 2 
unpleasant wad of bad acting. !s it rea!) 


‘O MON 


ad Electro-Accoustic al 


— 
429-1671 


infortunate thing about /n 

’ King is that it flounders 
n the big-budget Lord 
and the made-on-a- 
geons & Dragons. The 
t plain boring, for the most 
ly one thing could have saved 


film 

4oting as a target for hooting and hol- 
ing from the audience. Oh well: we can 
vays hope for a sequel, 


fade during the long, uncertain, faith- 
ven creative journey that led to David 
meh’s Inland Empire, Lynch is an artist 
ofile in search of a perspective. Its 
recting credit is attributed only to the 
ily sounding moniker of blackAND- 
ite, which, if | now have this straight, 
actually a collective of, it would seem, 
inboys. For Lynch admirers seeking 
ome focused insight into Lynch's 
acess OF personality, or even for regu- 
viewers seeking, you know, content, 
ch is a frustratingly impoverished 
pcumentary, the results all the more 
erplexing given the obviously high level 
faccess granted. 
Trading off between varying grades of 
V and Super 8 that | guess are meant to 
pe the look of Lynch’s latest work, the 
mmakers somehow managed to spend 
yo years with Lynch without ever pene- 
ating the charismatic filmmaker's well- 
tured persona or asking him any real 
astions. The parts of Lynch that reveal 
n working on the set of Inland Empire 
ith Laura Dern or ordering up a one- 
yged Eurasian with a spider monkey are 
mong the strongest moments here. 
ey re compelling mostly in the way a 
dical DVD special feature is compelling: 
ose interested in getting behind the 
eres are simply grateful that someone 
bbed some footage. 
But a lot of Lynch is characterized by 
fangely wide shots—often taken from 
w engles, like that of a pilgrim, or 
tof Lynch in his uniform of stark 
ite shirt and khakis, sitting back in his 
ice, taking calls or telling funny stories 
ith the ever-present cigarette dangling 
om his lips. A particularly memorable 
lecdote warns against perforating a 
dated cow with an axe. Others recall 
rd times in Philadelphia. He also 
cribes fi eeu eorge Franju’s 
sts in lucid detail that's 
‘nerd pedantry. 
1 happy to listen to 
ny story oF talk about 
has a knack of curve- 
ay Waits. can | 
are supposed to be 
ng a movie—is this the best they 
J.do? The most coherent things Lynch 
‘in Lyneh concern the harnessing of 
tivity and his 30-year practice of tran- 
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from that: more scenes with Liot-. 


‘8024 Connaught Dr, inaper, 852-4749 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, 
Fi Sat 7.00, 800; Sti 800 
(CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 
language) 
Fri, Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


190 Ave 60 St. 472-9779 
AWAKE (144, coarse language, disturbing 
content) 


Fri, Sun-Thu. 1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 9:55; Sat 
1:55, 4:50, 7:35, 9:55, 12:00 


CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7:25, 9:40; Sat 
1:45, 4:40, 7:25, 9:40, 11:50 


HITMAN (184A, gory scenes) 
Fr, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:50; Sat 1:30, 
4:30, 7:30, 9:50, 12:15 


AUGUST RUSH (PG) 
Fai, Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:20, 7:20, 9:45; Sat 
1:35, 4:20, 7:20, 9:45, 12:10 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:05, 9:30; Sat 
1:50, 4;45, 7:05, 9:30, 11:35 


FRED CLAUS (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35; Sat 
2,00, 4:35, 7:10, 9:35, 12:00 


AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00; Sun-Thu 
1:00, 4:15, 7:40 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7:15, 9:15; 
Sat 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 7: . 17:20, 


DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:25; Sat 
1:40, 4:25, 7:00, 9:25, 11:30 

THE GAME PLAN (G) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:20; Sat 
1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:20, 11:45 


ACROSS THE UNIVERSE (PG, not recom- 
mended for children) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:15, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35; Sat 
1:45, 4:10, 6:55, 9:35, 12:05 


EASTERN PROMISES (18A, gory scenes) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10; Sat 2:05, 
4:15, 6:45, 9:10, 11:25 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 
ONE MISSED CALL (14A, frightening 
Scenes) 
Daily 2:10, 5:00, 8:10, 10:30 
ALIENS VS, PREDATOR: REQUIEM (18, 
scenes) 


gory 
Fri, Sun-Thu 12:40, 3,00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:35; 
Sat 3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:35 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12;50, 3:40, 6:40, 9:20; 
Mon 12:50, 3:40, 9:50 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
No passes 

Daily 12:20, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:15 
WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 


language) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 4:30, 7:30, 10:05; 
Tus 4:30, 7:30, 10:05; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 


‘SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (18A, gory scenes) 
Daily 1:15, 3:50, 7:10, 10:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 1:10, 4:15, 7:20, 10:25 


coarse language) 
4:10, 7:05, 10:00; 
Strollers 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Daily 12:15, 2:30, 4:40, 6:55, 9:15. 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Daily 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:30, 2:50, 6:20, 7:50, 10:20 


ATONEMENT (144, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Daily 1:00, 3:45, 6:50, 9:50 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:45, 3:30, 6:30, 9:10; 
Tue 42:45, 3:30, 10:15 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Daily 1:30, 4:00, 7:00 

METROPOLITAN OPERA: VERDI: 
MACBETH 


(Classification not available) 
Sat 11:30 am 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. LOS ANGELES 


KINGS (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 496-2505 


FIRST SUNDAY (PG) 
Daily 12:20, 2:50, 5:20, 8:00, 10:30 


ONE MISSED CALL (14A, fri 
; frightening 
Dally 2:00, 5:00, 8:10, 10:30 


ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (184, 
gory scenes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 2:10, 5:30, 8:15, 10:45; Sat 
eas 8:15, 10:45; Sun 5:30, 8:15, 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Dally 12:50, 3:30, 6:30 

THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
no 


passes 
Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 9:45 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
(14A, sexual content, nudity, substance 


abuse) 
Daily 9:10 
CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 


language) 
Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:20, 9:50 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (18A. gory scenes) 
Dally 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:40 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:00, 10:00 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 1:20, 4:20, 7:15, 10:15 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 12:00, 2:15, 4:30, 6:50, 9:15 


JUNO (14A, coarse lanquage, mature 
themes) 


Daily 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10 
THE KITE RUNNER (144, disturbing con- 


tent) 

Fri-Mon, Wed 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, ; Tue 
3:40, 6:30, 9:30; Thu 12:40, 3:40, 9:30; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:20 


ATONEMENT (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:00, 3:50, 6:45, 9:40; 
Tue 3:50, 6:45, 9:40; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Tue 1:00 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:30, 10:15; 
Tus 1:40, 4:40, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:45, 3:20, 6:40, 9:20; 
Mon 12:45, 3:20, 9:20 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: VERDI: 
MACBETH (Classification not avaliable) 
Sat 11:30 am. 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Sneak Preview, no passes Sun 2:00 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. LOS ANGELES 
KINGS (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
‘8882-170 St, 444-1829 
IN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:10; Sat-Sun 12:10, 
2:50, 6:30, 9:10 


WELCOME (Hindi WE.S.T., PG) 

Fri 4:30, 8:30; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:30, 8:30; 
Mon-Thu 8:20 

TAARE ZAMEEN PAR (Hindi W/E.S.T., PG) 
Daily 9:00 

CHRISTMAS IN WONDERLAND (PG) 

Fri 4:40, 6:50; Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 
6:50; Mon-Thu 6:50. 


MR. MAGORIUM'S WONDER 
EMPORIUM (G) 

Fri 5:00, 7:16; Sat-Sun 12:20, 2:45, 5:00, 
7:15; Mon-Thu 7:15 

BEFORE THE DEVIL KNOWS YOU'RE 
DEAD (184) 

Daily 9:30 

AMERICAN GANGSTER (184) 

Fri 5:15, 8:45; Sat-Sun 1:00, 5:15, 8:45; 
Mon-Thu 8:45 

BEE MOVIE (G) 

Fri 4:45, 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:15, 2:30, 
4;45, 7:00, 9:15; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:15 
DAN IN REAL LIFE (PG) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:50, 
3:50, 6:45, 9:45 


THE GAME PLAN (G) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 
3:45, 6:40, 9:40 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
ATONEMENT (14A, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Dally 12:50, 3:50, 6:40, 
9:30 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Dolby Stereo Digital 


FILM 


Daily 1:00, 3:40, 7:00, 9:20 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS 


(PG) 
ra Stereo Digital Daily 12:30, 3:20, 6:45, 


SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (184, gory scanes) 
neni Stereo Digital Daily 12:40, 3:30, 6:50, 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144 coarse 


language) 
DTS Digital Daily 1:20, 4:10, 7:20, 9:55 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violencs. 
Not recommended for young children) 
DTS Digital Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 1:10, 4:00, 
6:35, 9:10; Mon 1:10, 4:00, 9:45 


IN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) DTS Digital 
Daily 12:30, 3:15, 7:10, 10:00 


1 AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes} 
OTS Digital Dally 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 10:05 
PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
OTS Digital Daily 12:35, 3:25, 6:20, 9:15 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7800 
ONE MISSED CALL (144, frightening 
scenes) 


Fri-Sun 12:40, 2:50, 5:00, 7:30, 9:55; Mon- 
Thu 5:00, 7:30, 9:55 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:40; Mon-Thu 4:40 

ALIENS VS. PREDATOR: REQUIEM (134, 
gory scenes) 

Daily 7:35, 10:00 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO ANY- 
THING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:20, 6:30; Mon-Thu 4:20, 6:30 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 


language) 
Daily 9:00 


JN THE NAME OF THE KING: A 
DUNGEON SIEGE TALE (PG, violence, not 
recommended for young children) 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
4,00, 6:40, 9:30 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:40, 4:55, 7:05, 9:15; Mon- 
Thu 4:55, 7:05, 9:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 

Fri-Sun 1:10 

P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 3:55, 6:50, 9:40 


1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Fri-Sun 2:00, 4:50, 7:15, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
4:50, 7:15, 9:50 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
4:30, 7:00, 9:25 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Thu 
3:50, 6:45, 9:35 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:10, 7:20, 9:45; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 7:20, 9:45 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 


no passes 
Fri 4:50, 7:20; Sat-Sun 12:00, 2:30, 4:50, 
7:20; Mon-Thu 7:20 


ONE MISSED CALL (14,4, fnghtening 
scenes) 

Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:15; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:40, 
7:40, 10:15; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:15 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

Fri 3:30, 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:30, 
6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
no passes Fri 4:30, 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:30, 7:00, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 
language) 

Daily 9:50 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 


Fri 4:10, 7:10, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:10, 4:10, 
7:10, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:10 


PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 3:40, 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 
6:50, 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:45 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Fri 5:10, 7:30, 9:55; Sat-Sun 12:20, 2:50, 
5:10, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:55 


1AM LEGEND (14A, frightening scenes) . 
Fri 4:20, 7:25, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:20, 
7:25, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:20 

THE GOLDEN COMPASS (PG, violence, 
not recommended for young children) 

Fri 4:00, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 
7:15, 10:00; Mon, Wed-Thu 7:15, 10:00; Tus 
10:20 


ENCHANTED (G) 


Fri 3:50, 6:45, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 
6:45, 9:30; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:30 
EDMONTON OILERS VS. LOS ANGELES. 
Pe Apes ‘Not available) 

us 


712-108 St. 433-0728 
SUNO (148, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat. Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mail, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St 
Albert, 458-9622 


Date of issue only: Thu, January 10th_ 
THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 

No passes, Thu, Jan, 10: 12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 
7:20, 9:30 

WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
(148, sexual content, nudity, substance 
abuse) 

Thu, Jan. 10: 3:15, 9:25 

ENCHANTED (G) 

Thu, Jan, 10; 1:05, 5:20, 7:25 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 

Thu, Jan. 10: 12:55 2:55 4:55 6:55 8:55 
1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Thu, Jan. 10: 1:40, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40, 9:40 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 


No passes. Thu, Jan. 10: 1:15, 4:05, 6:45, 
915 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
950148 Ave, Camrose, 780-606-2144 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:00 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 7:20 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:20 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:10 


JUNO (14A, coarse language, mature 


themes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:05 


1AM LEGEND (14,4, frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 2:15 


| LEDUC CINEMAS | 
780-352-3922 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 


P.S. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse language} 
Dally 6:50, 9:25 


JUNO (144, coarsa language, mature 
themes) 
Dally 7:10, 9:30; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:30 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:15 


| _——sMETROCINEMA i 


9826-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-9212 


ERASERHEAD (STC) 
Fri, Sun 7:00; Sat, Mon 9:00; Sun 2:00 


LYNCH (STC) 
Fri, Sun 9:00; Sat, Man 7:00 


ELEPHANT MAN (STC) 

Sun 4:00 

WINNIPEG BABYSITTER (STC) 
Wed 7:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


Parkland County 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:05, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 3:10 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) Daily 7:15, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:30 
3:30 

THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO 
ANYTHING(G) 

Daily 6:50; Sat, Sun, Tus 1:20, 3:15 


THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 
DEEP (PG) 
Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 3:05 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 
lenguage) 

Daily 8:50 

PS. | LOVE YOU (PG, coarse lenguage) 
Daily 7:10, 9:35 

NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 

Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50, 3:20 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 

Daily 6:55, 8:55; Sat. Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:00 


1AM LEGEND (14A, fnchtening scenes) 
Daily 7:20, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 3:25 


10337-82 Awe. 433-9725 / 
DIVING BELL AND THE BUTTERFLY © 
Daly 7:00, 9: ‘ 


KITE RUNNER (7 
Dally 6:50, 9:15; Sai 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM. 8252-170 St. 444-2400 


FIRST SUNDAY (PG) 
Daily 12:40, 3:50, S56 


ONE MISSED CALL (14/ 


} 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
NO passes 
Daily 12:55, 3:5076:45, 9:30 


WALK HARD: THE DEWEY COX STORY 
(14A, sexual content, nudity, substance 
abuse) 

Daily 9:45 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144 coarse 
language) 

Daily 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 9:40 

SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON BARBER 
OF FLEET STREET (184, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 4:15, 7:20, 10:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 12:30, 3:45, 7:05, 10:00 


ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 12:55, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30 


JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Daily 1:00, 4:25, 7:15, 9:55 

1AM LEGEND (144, frightening scenes) 
Dally 12:35, 3:20, 6:40, 9:35 


1 AM LEGEND: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(14A, frightening scenes) 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 


THE GOLDEN COMPASS [PG, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 4:20, 7:25, 10:15; Wed 
12:50, 4:20, 10:15 


ENCHANTED (G) 
Daily 1:15, 4:10, 7:05 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: VERDI: 
MACBETH (Classification not available) 
Sat 11:00 am 


27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Sneak Preview, no passes Sun 2:00 


EDMONTON OILERS VS. LOS ANGELES 
KINGS (Classification not available) 
Tue 7:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8725 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (144 coarse 
language) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Dally 9:00 

JUNO (144, coarse language, mature 
themes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:35; 
Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:35, 7:15, 9:35 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO ANY- 
THING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE (G) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fr, Mon-Thu 6:45; Sat- 
Sun 1:00, 3:15, 6:45 

THE BUCKET UST (PG, coarse lsngueas) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
12:45, 3:00, 7:00, 9:20 


ONE MISSED CALL (144. frightening 
scenes) 


7:20, 9:30; Sat-Sun 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 
1299) 

Baty 7:00, 9-25; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:25 

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 

Sat Sun 12:55, 3:20 

THE WATER HORSE: LEGEND OF THE 

DEEP (PG) 

Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat Sun 1:05, 3:15 


CHARLIE WILSON'S WAR (14A, coarse 
language) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20 


1 AM LEGEND (144. frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:00, 9:25; Sat Sun 4:00, 3:25 
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


scendental meditation, but all of these 
points are laid out with greater clarity in 
Lynch's breezy book Catching the Big Fish, 
which came out last year. 

As you can probably tell, I'm more than 
a little disappointed by Lynch. At the 
same time, given the dearth of video doc- 
umentation on him and his work, I'm sure 
I'll be revisiting it more than once, just as 
I'm sure all of you Lynch fans out there 
will be attending Metro's screening. If 
only blackKANDwhite had even a fraction 
of the vision, style, smarts, discipline or 
unapologetic quirk of its subject, Lynch 
could have been much more than a refer- 
ence material. 

Metro Cinema will be showing Lynch 
part Il immediately following all showings 
of Lynch. 


THE ORPHANAGE 

DIRECTED BY JUAN ANTONIO BAYONA 
WAITTEN BY SERGIO G SANCHEZ 
STARRING BELEN RUEDA, FERNANDO CAYD 
KK 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 

It's not only the “final girl” phenome- 
non—where a young heroine survives the 
attack of a killer—that depends on a 
unique brand of the female intuition to 
complement the suspense of contempo- 
rary horror. Since the popular remake of 
The Ring, there is a consistent thread of 
blossoming maternal figures that seek 
out a kind of truth behind a supernatural 
phenomenon that poses a threat to the 
safety of the living. Her journey, which 
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involves as much a confrontation of famil- 
ial trauma as it does with things that go 
bump in the night, often turns into her 
own emotional exploration filtered 
through the frightful task at hand. 

Juan Antonio Bayona’s breakthrough 
The Orphanage (El Orfanato) is such a 
good example, sending Laura (Belén 
Rueda), a mother, off on the pursuit of a 
posse of dead, scary kids. After moving 
with her husband Carlos and adopted son 
Simon into the orphanage house where 
she grew up, Laura makes plans to turn 
the building into a home for ill and dis- 
abled children. After the family begins to 
settle in, young Simon starts to cryptically 
speak out loud to a boy he claims fol- 
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lowed him home from the seaside. At 
first, Laura and Carlos chalk it up to his 
sensitive imagination, but when Simon 
vanishes during an afternoon garden 
party, Laura suspects a phenomenal pres- 
ence in the house. 

Laura eventually finds enough dirt on the 
kids she briefly knew in the orphanage to 
learn the horrible truth about Tomas, a 
physically deformed boy who lived in the 
basement until drowning in the sea. That's 
only the beginning, as Laura seeks out a 
team of parapsychologists to investigate 
the house and unearth the truth about these 
unseen, mischievous bastard children. 

Though there are plenty of discomforting 
images in The Orphanage, it's also a dra- 
matic story of the placelessness of adop- 
tive motherhood. Like Orphanage producer 
Guillermo Del Toro's The Devils Backbone, 
it signifies a more than welcome trend of 
the real-life, human element as that which 
introduces the film’s spookiness. A fore- 
boding tension builds between Simon and 
his parents as he begins to question his 
roots, and comes to realize his own secret 
curse (no, I’m not telling). 

The bizarre parapsychology sequence. 
featuring Geraldine Chaplin as a skeletal 
medium whose cheekbones are frightfully 
enhanced by a night vision camera filter, 
is not unlike the infamous ghost-trap 
scenes of psychic-trend thrillers of the 
1980s such as Poltergeist and The Entity. 
In The Orphanage it's more kitsch than 
dramatically effective; it doesn’t entirely 
derail the suspense, but is a tad goofy. 

As Spain’s official submission to the 
Oscars for Best Foreign Language Fea- 
ture, The Orphanage should fare well as 
it follows the slew of Asian horror 
remakes, sadistic in their methods, that 
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assault rather than seduce the viewer. 
Bayona’s effort recognizes the signifi- 
cance of a tender approach to the super- 
natural, and creeps us out just the same. 


NOW PLAYING 


ONE MISSED CALL 

DIRECTED BY ERIC VALETTE 

WRITTEN BY ANDREW KLAVAN 

STARRING SHANAYN SOSSAMON, ED BURNS, AZURA SKYE 
* 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

The only thing that scares me about my 
cell phone is the pending moment my 
Brady Bunch ringtone will go off in the 
worst of public places. The American 
remake of Takashi Miike’s thriller, One 
Missed Call, has us thinking otherwise, 
that a wronged ghost might leave a 
voicemail message of your impending vio- 
lent death. Mind you, the number of peo- 
ple in the audience who answered their 
phones during the movie had me thinking 
they weren't very convinced. 

The sensuous and bright Shannyn Sos- 
samon stars as Beth, a practically 
orphaned twenty-something who has 
given up contact with her formerly abu- 
sive mother. When her nervous gal pal 
Leann (Azura Skye) begins to panic after 
receiving a message of her own voice in 
peril, dated two days into the future, Beth 
tries to keep calm amidst the strange 
occurrence. 

Then Leann dies, continuing a thread 
of gruesome deaths connected by the 
address books in the victim's cell phones. 
Brian (Johnny Lewis) tells Beth it’s 
malarkey, right before colliding with a 


construction mishap, while Taylor (a) 
Claudia Talancon) agrees to appear o, 
live cable exorcism program. But pe;, 
holds the shit together when its her j,,,, 
and enlists the help of an earnest 19j;, 
investigator (Ed Burns) to solve the ¢... 
of the foreboding phone. 7 
If | tell you what Beth finds out ny), 
ing a nasty childhood abuse case ,,,, 
unlike her own experience, it will ruin »),, 
thin portion of what's entertaining aio, 
One Missed Call when you catch jt «, 
Movie Central. It's mere multiplex fio, 
the kind of movie that gets distriy;. 
solely because it's a discreet locale «, 
drug deals and scoring a’public hand jo, 
Miike’s gruesomely violent work a¢ . 
filmmaker is best understood as singgys 
schlock, whereas French directo; 
Valette’s take by far misses the cy); 
aspect and expects to be felt as some 
thing seriously terrifying. It lack: : 
underlying enjoyable silliness of ih, 
Final Destination series, not to mention 
ignoring several opportunities to take 
advantage of techno-paranoia. If | cov|g 
chuck one accolade in Its direction, \ 
would be loud-mouth comic Margare, 
Cho trudging her way through a couple 
underwritten scenes as a pants-wearing 
detective. w : 


ALSO OPENING THIS WEEK 
FIRST SUNDAY tce Cube and Tracey Mor- 


gan team up to rob a church. 


THE PIRATES WHO DON'T DO ANy- 
THING: A VEGGIETALES MOVIE Every. 
one’s favourite Christian vegetables are 
back, this time as pirates. Yarrrmen! 
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starts Saturday, January 26, 2008 

10 Saturdays + 2 weeks for individual shoots 
10:30am - 2:30pm at FAVA (Exhibition Suite) 

with Tim Folkmann and Eva Colmers 

cost: $650/ members - $735/ non-members (+GST) 


The annual Video Kitchen workshop provides a creative place to explore 
and express your ideas visually through video - from concept develop 
ment to lighting, shooting and editing. Ingredients you'll mix together 
include storyboarding, camera movement, angles & framing, trans’ 
tions, lighting, directing cast & crew, editing and distributing. i] 


FAVA (Film and Video Arts Society - Alberta) 
p. 429-1671 w. fava.ca | 
e. info@fava.ca 


Canada Council Consell des Arts aamenton 
du Canada 


@inonton 


council 
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‘Friends don’t let friends use random shuffle.’ 
DANNY MICHEL STILL FAVOURS FULL-LENGTH ALBUMS IN THE DIGITAL AGE 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 
here’s no rest for the wicked, 
| as they say, and after more 
than a decade in the biz, 
Danny Michel is nothing if he isn’t 
wicked. 

And luckily for fans of his brand 
of charismatic strumming, he’s got 
so much going on that he couldn't 
stop now even if he did get a job at 
a garden centre, which is about the 
only other thing he could see him- 
self doing. 

Nope, between producing a show 
for CBC Radio—Under the Covers— 
with Emm Gryner, producing the 
work of other musicians, stints tour- 
Ing with Vinyl Café, managing his own 
Career and putting together a new 
album, Michel admits that he doesn’t 
sleep all that much. 

Also luckily for fans who've only 
been placated with Welcome Home 
1997 - 2007, a live and best of 
DVD/CD set that came out last spring, 
‘he Ontarian plans on releasing a new 
album in a couple of months. 

“Theoretically, the first time I might 
play some of my new songs that no 
one's heard might be on the week- 
end,” he adds. 

All of this activity may very well 
be signs of someone who has, as he 
Says, “musical ADD,” but it also puts 
°n display someone who is very 
Comfortable in his own skin. Michel 
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FESTIAL PLACE SHERWOOD PARK, S7B-§92 
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has taken over the reigns of his own 
career, giving himself responsibility 
for absolutely everything but the 
booking of gigs. 

"I don’t know, I’ve been in the 
business a long time and I’ve gone 
through all different scenarios with 
record labels and different manage- 
ment, and as I’ve gotten older, I've 
really learned what I want more,” he 
explains. “When I was younger, it 
would be nice to have that guidance 
and to be led around and steered in 
directions, and I feel like I know 
what I want now and I know what 
I’m good at and I know what I'm best 
at, and there's no reason that I can’t 
be doing it myself. It's a lot of work— 
I do, like, nine-to-five business stuff, 
you know, and it is a lot of work, but 
1 enjoy doing it and it’s satisfying and 
rewarding. 

“I'm not saying that I’m going to do 
it forever. I mean, it may become too 
much for me, and there are a lot of 
times when I am on tour that it’s hard 
to be doing everything,” he adds. “But 
right now, as far as making the grand 
decisions of my life, I think I'm good 
with that.” 


THE WHOLE taking-responsibility-for- 
himself thing seems to be working, 
too. Michel, after all, went through 
the release of some six, seven albums 
before music journalists stopped 
labeling him things like “the most 
underrated, undiscovered Canadian 
musician.” Even still, some reviews 
of Welcome Home—his eighth 
release—came from folks who'd never 
heard of him. 

Those who have, however, will likely 
be fans for some time. His laid-back 
guitar, layered with loops of other 
instruments and found sounds, couples 
with honest lyrics. And his albums— 
despite being musically all-over-the- 
map—are put together lovingly, 
coherently and with an aplomb remi- 
niscent of most records musician-pro- 
ducer Daniel Lanois has touched. 

“Some people would say, ‘why even 
make a record; just make three new 
songs and put them on iTunes,"” he 
says, “but no, I still like to treat it like 
an album and I can’t imagine not. If 
you're going to go through the bother 
of recording a few songs, you might as 
well just make a record. | still like to 
make it a group of work, you know? So 
I still, | head for the 10-song record. 

“It used to say on the back of all my 
records ... | should do it again ... in little 
print at the bottom, ‘just say no to ran- 
dom shuffle mode,’ or ‘friends don’t let 
friends use random shufile."” w 


MUSIC 


JOU 


PRODUCTIONS 


JAGJAGUWAR ARTISTS 


BIAGK MOUNTAIN 
LADYHAWK 


MONDAY MARCH 31 | THE STARLITE ROOM 


EiT® HAYDEN 


wire SPECIAL GUEST JENN GRANT 


HED GERONIMO 
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TUEWEERLY 


WEEKENDS. 
DOORS AT SPM! 


Kokanee 
hiballs til NO:30pm 


10551-32Z Avenue {Upstairs!} -432-0314 


Sax 


pints and 


FRIDAY JANUARY Ii1 


GLOOM ROOM (FAR 


JEREMY NIS 


CHUK & SEX 


EWELL S 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 


Spm 
CAFE LEVA Every Thursday: Travis 
Boa plays mellow gold; 7-930pm. 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 


Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 


6-10pm: 

DRUID Guitar heroes 

DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band 

FOUR ROOMS Marc Baudin 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open 
jam; 7-11pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12;30am 
SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano) 

NEW CITY Vivisect, The Lucifer 
Project, Kill Kelsey; no minors; 
8:30pm (door) 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S Dave Simpson 
URBAN LOUNGE Matt Landry 
WILD WEST Jo Hikk 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Thursday Nights: Electro Education: 
dub, trip hop, lounge, electro with 
DJ Lazer Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet undenvear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA'S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew: InVinceable, Touch It, 
TNO, Lady Vishus 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
Dus, DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Thursdays: 
Spm (door); no cover 


NEW CITY Bride of Bingo 
Thursdays: hosted by Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam; 10pm; no 
minors; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit 
It Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun with PI residents 
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ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


AXIS CAFE Friday Live Music 
Nights: Kaley Bird 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Ann Vriend; $45 
(dinner show)/$20 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Blackboard 
Jungle (pop/rock) 


Balls Out Face First, High Jinx, 
Freebooter, all ages with licensed 
area; Bpm (door); $10 
MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL 
Temy Jorden (piano); 8-10pm. 
NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club: Alex Boudreau, Tim 
Chesterton; 7:30pm (door), 8pm 
(music); $12 (adv at Myhers Music, 
Southside Sound)/$15 (door) 
O'BYANE'S Chris Wynters and 
friends 

ON THE ROCKS Go! with DJ 
Shawnibis 

PAWN SHOP Lazersnake (CD 
felease), Gloom Room (farewell 
show), Jeremy Nischuk, Sex Party 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
and '70s progressive rock, disco, and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up; no minors 
ESMERALDA’S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FUNXY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

GINGUA SKY African Vibes: 
Edmonton's only African night; OJ D- 
Black (Edmonton), DJ Slicey 
(Edmonton) 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 


PREVUE / FRI JAN 11(9PM) / STEVE PINEO TRIO / FULL MOON FOLK CLUB, $20 


the cattle in line as well. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Robin 
Kelly (Elvis tibute) 


FRESH START Marty and Lil (folk); 
6-9pm; no cover 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE 


MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 
10045-156 St 


Grant MacEwan College showcase 
bands concert; 7:30pm; $10 {adv 
adult)/$8 (adv students/senior)/$12 
(door adult)/$10 (door student/sen- 
ior) 

JULIAN'S Dennis Begaray (jazz 
piano) 


ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 
Full Moon Folk Club: Steve Pineo 
Trio, Steve Fisher Trio, 7pm (door); 
8pm (concert); $17 (adv at TIX on the 
Square)/$20 (door) 


PREVUE / FRI, JAN 11 (9PM) / GLOOM ROOM / THE PAWN SHOP $8 


Adding to the gloom is the news that this is Gloom Room's last show, 


Careful ladies, cowboys ain't good for nothin’ but writing songs and breaking hearts. Oh, and | suppose keeping 


STARLITE ROOM Matt Massacre; 
no minors; 8pm: 


TOUCH OF CLASS Tim Lovett 
(pop/rock) 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard Smile 
WILD WEST Jo Hikk 
ZENARI'S Terry Jorden (piano); 5- 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and frends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ) James; no cover 


FOUR ROOMS Marc Baudin 


JEFFRIES Murray James Morrison 
(jazz trio); $10 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm; no cover 


LIZARD LOUNGE Slowburn 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-1:30am 


MEAD HALL On The Brink, 
Hollywood Gods, Three Good Men, 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs on 
two levels; Wooftop: DJs Ben. 
Jammin’ and Bobby Torpedo heat up 
the patio 


BOOTS Aetro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to 
avoid lineup, no cover before 10pm 


wave, Brit pop, and “60s soul with 
DJ Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 {after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays; electro, indie, alter- 
native, techno with DJs Dervish, 
Plan B, guests; no minors; 3pm 
(door) 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
fockandroll/punkrock/abitofever- 
thing/indy with DJs Jebus and. 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: clas- 
sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin on Up Fridays: 
indie. rock, funk, soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson. 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: 
Salsa-merengue-bachata-house- 
feggeaton-urban-old school with DJ 
Spice 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 
and disco; 7pm-12midnight 


STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with 
DJ Tysin 


TOUCH OF CLASS Mark 
McGarrigla (pop rock) 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny: 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests; 1- 
7am 

URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE Slowbumn 
{blues/rock); 9:30pm-1:30am. 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the 
Pony Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; 


MUSIC WEEKLY 


FAL 


LIVE MUSIC 


no cover 
Y AFTERHOURS Foundatioy 
Fridays: FX Logik; Oh Shap! $ypi 
Room with Roofio, DJ Bree 
Orange, Dagree, Cobra Comman,|c 
afterparty with Scotty Oly! 9 n 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GiLi 
Acoustiholics 

BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE }40); 0) 
the Dog: Jon McKiel; no cover 
acoustic every Sat aftemoon 4-9 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Big Hani 
Lionhardt and friends; $10 
BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 3-4pm; Open blues jam every 
Saturday aftemoon hosted this \, 
by Mark Ammar; 3-8:30pm 

CAFE LEVA Travis Boa; 4-6pn 
every Saturday 

CASINO EDMONTON Blackbosr: 
Jungle (pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Fobin 
Kelly (Elvis tribute) 

DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE N21) 
Anderson; 8pm; $19.50 
(adult}/$17.50 (senior/student) 
TicketMaster; Master workshop 
Blues Guitar with Matt Andersen a1 
2pm ph 992.6140 

EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
Fabolous, guests 


FOUR ROOMS Mare Baudin 


THE IVORY CLUB Live dueling 
pianos, no cover, Spm 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
jam, 3-7:30pm; country/rock band 
Spm-Zam 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB Ladies Night 
SULIAN'S Petro Polujin (class 
guitar) 

UZARD LOUNGE Slowbuin 
(blues/rock); 9:30pm-1:30arn 
(MURRIETA'S BAR AND GRILL 
Terry Jorden (piano); 8-10pm 


ON THE ROCKS Go! with DU Cre 
Dave 


PAWN SHOP Stone Iris (CO pre 
view show} 


STARLITE ROOM King Ring Nan 
Euphonic; 8pm: 


STRATHERN PUB Open stage 
Sat of each month; 5-9pm; followe 
by karaoke 


TAPHOUSE Saturday Moosehes 
Jam: 3-7pm every Sat 


TOUCH OF CLASS Tim Lovett 
(pop/rock) 


URBAN LOUNGE Mustard Smile 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Chang? 
Methodical, Cassidy, Letters to El 
Brian Toogood; profits go to 
Spreadthenet.org; no minors; 89m 


WILD WEST Jo Hikk 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Ciass\ 
Landmarks Masters: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Jacques 
Lacombe (conductor), Mare-André 
Hamelin (piano); Bpm; Symphony 
Prelude: 7:15 pm 


DJS 


~BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Ds ° 
two lavels alt rock/electro/trash 
Main Floor: The Menace Sessior 
alt. rock, electro, trash with Mis 
Mannered 


BUDDY'S Undie night for men o"" 
free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser 

DELUXE BURGER BAR fare °° 
and '70s progressive rock, disc0. and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip 
hop, house, mash up 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone 
Gold Mash-Up: with Harmen B and 
DU Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tacks, tock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


HALO For Those Who Know: house 
every Sat with Blair Junior 
McFarlane, along with Sal Dimaio 
and Jason Thompson 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sinle Saturday: 
‘OU Groovy Cuvy and guests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Ssturdays real alternative, classics, 
punk with DJ Nexz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and 
indy, electro, rock with DJs Nik 

pelos and Blue Jay (Mod Club); 


PLANET INDIGO—JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house with Pl resi- 
dents 

RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop. and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKAT- 
ING DISCO Sportsworid Inline and 


WHERE THEY ARE 


11607 


101 St 


PR AORMANCE, 


30 P 
$5 - $1 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 
9640 142 St, 451-8890 « JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave * JET NIGHTCLU! 
10045-156 St « JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 
St Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 » LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 
UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St» MEAD HALL 10940-166A St, 435-3130 « MURRIETA’S BAR AND GRILL 10612-82 Ave, 438-4100 * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
‘413-4578 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St * O’BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 
RIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 * OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St. 
485-1717 * PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 432-0814 PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * RAMADA 11834 

5 « RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 450-1122 * ROUGE LOUNGE 117 St. Jasper 

* SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 * SAVOY 10401- 
TEA LOUNGE College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave * STOLLI’S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437- 

8 * TAPHOUSE 9020 Mckenny Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 * 

t * URGAN FRAT 10220-103 St » URBAN LOUNGE 

St, 476-3388 « WUNDERBAR 8120- 

8 * YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 


Ave, 490-1999 « NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave, 
414-6786 * ONTHE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERD! 
423-1643 » OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 


AND SAT, JAN 12 
(WORKSHOP) a\ 


(1 PM) / ALEX BOUDREAU AND TIM CHESTERTON / NORWOOD LEGION, $12 
r ex Boudreau and Tim Chesterton are no strangers to the Edmonton scene; both 
of them are frequent performers around the city, often playing various open stages and coffee shops. They'll be bringing many of the 
songs they ve played around town to a performance on the Norwood Le 


gion’s stage on Friday evening and then they’ i 
on Saturday to host a workshop on songwriting. : : : eee 


Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 request 
with a mix of retro and disco; 1-Spm 
and 7pm-12 midnight 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B, 
house with People’s DJ 

TEMPLE Oh Snap! Electrified 
Dubwise Dancerock Booty Bass 
Mashed Up Party Riddims every 
Saturday with Dus Degree, All Out 
DJs, Acid Wash, Cobra Commander; 
no minors; Spm (door) 
WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and 
local bands 


SUN 
LIVE MUSIC 


CENTURY CASINO The Lovin’ 
Spoonful; 8pm (door); $34.95, 
$49.95, $59.95 at TicketMaster, 
Century Casino 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm 


DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomas Band 


EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 


* ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 *AXIS 
DRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 * BILLY BOB'S 
LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439- 
1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-75 Ave, 989-2861 
* BLUES ONWHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper 
Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave » CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YEL- 
LOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 424-9467 * CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 643-4000 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building, University of Alberta, 492- 
0601 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DOW CENTENNIAL 
CENTRE 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan, 992-6400 « DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 
6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM 
Phase Ill, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, EM, 486-9494 * FESTIVAL PLACE 
Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449-3378 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St + FILTHY 
MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 10025-105 St » FLUID LOUNGE 
10888 Jasper Ave, 429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-1039 St, 990- 
CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 
* GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 483-4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 
Jasper Ave, 423-HALO « HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 452-1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 » 
451-8779 « J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St. 436-4403 » JEFFREYS 

IB 9221-34 Ave, 466-6552 * JOHN L HAAR THEATRE MacEwan Centre for the Arts, 
732-4583 « KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 * LB'S PUB 23 Akins Drive, 

2nd Fi, 447-4495 * LIZARD LOUNGE 13160-118 Ave * McDOUGALL 


(0680 + FRESH START 


Kingsway Ave, 454-5454 e RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 428-082 
Ave, 482-5152 * ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10819-71 Ave 
82 Ave, 438-0373 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 * STEEPS 
2298 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave. 420-0448 » STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 St, 465-547! 
TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 Si 
10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 « VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 
i * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, www.yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-042 
Camegie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 « ZENARY'S 10180-101 St, 423-5409 


stage with Rob Taylor; 4-8pm 


JAMMERS PUB Sunday open 
blues jam; 4-8pm 

NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 2:30pm 
NEW CITY Wednesday Night 
Heroes 


ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with DJ Dudeman 


OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-1pm 

OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: 
acoustic jam every Sunday afternoon 
with the Shufflehound; 1:30-5pm. 


ROSEBOWL Sunday open stage 
featuring the Digs/Mike McDonald 
altemate weeks; 9-12 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 
Petro Polujin (classical quitar) 


CLASSICAL 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
‘Sundays at 3: Ryan Jackson; 3pm; 
$15 at TIX on the Square 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sunday 
‘Showcase: Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Jacques Lacombe (con- 
ductor), Mare-André Hamelin 
(piano); 2pm 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and OJ Tim 


Sunday Afternoons with Phil every 
Sunday; 2-7pm; Main Floor Got To 
Give It Up: funk, soul, Motown, and 
disco with DJ Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip 
hop, house, mash up 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 


URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays 


URBAN LOUNGE Sunday Night 
Live: hosted by DA Choclit Elviz, DJ 
Sweetz 9pm; the best of Urban’s live 
entertainment 10pm 


WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS. quests; no caver 


CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACK- 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy, 8pm 


LB'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; $-12:30 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old 
time fiddle jam hosted by the Wild 
Fose Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 


REXALL PLACE Big and Rich, Teri 
Clark. Emerson Drive, Cowboy Troy; 
7pm, $34.50-$65.50 at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CANADIAN UNIVERSITY COL- 
LEGE ADMIN 
BUILDING-LACOMBE Duo 
Seraphim; 7pm; $20 (adult)/$12 (stu- 
dent/senior\/$7 (child 12 and under), 
wwww.calic.ca/music 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 


MUSIC 


WWW.urbanlounge.net 


BUDWEISER PRESENTS ... 


COME IN EVERY SATURDAY 
UNTIL THE 2GTH AND ENTER TO 


AN ALL EXPENSE 


PAID TRIP 


TO THE 


SUPERBOWL 


PLUS WE WILL BE GIVING AWAY A 


42" LCD TV 


EVERY WEEK! 


TUPELO HONEY. 


WITH MOURNING Woop “YZ 


FRI&SAT | 
JAN 
W212 


WEUNESDAY 


N16) 


THURSDAY 


JAN 17 


JOHNSON 


10544-82 AVE. PH:437-7699 


JAN 10 - JAN 16, 2008 


KOUTATHESE a 
SHOWS! 


9°00000000000000008008 


UPCOMING 


TJ Hookah and Rear Admiral 
Saunders 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro Latest and greatest in 
House, Progressive and Trip-Hop; 
12am-2:30am; interested guest DJs 
Inquire at kelly@michetti.com; 
karaoke with Tizzy, amateur strip 
contest; $pm-12am. 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Mota! 
Mondays: with DJ S.W.A.G. 

FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: ‘80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 

minors; no cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
LEGENDS PUB Tuesday Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 

TAPHOUSE Tuesday Moosehead 
Jam: hosted by Gordie Mathews (lan 
Tyson, KD Lang); 8:30pm-1am. 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Music Department, Alberta Baroque 
Ensemble Concerto Competition; 
Bpm; $15 (adult}/$10 (senior/stu- 
dent) at TIX on the Square, door 


DJS 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and toumey, BJ 
Arrowchaser; Spm 


ESMERALDA’S Top 40, country, 


PREVUE / WHENEVER / YOU DOING SOMETHING CRAZY / YOUR PLACE, FREE 


Why do you keep looking to me to tell you how to have fun? Take, for example, my friend here who gave him- 
self that tattoo on his leg...don’t you kids have any imagination? Go make your own fun! 


R&B with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance les- 
sons 8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
Reggae music with Bomb Squad, 
(.B., Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hat Philly 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 
house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
Top 40 request with a mix of retro 


and disco; 7pm-12 midnight 


Sweet Brit and Punk 


WUNDERBAR 
with Phillip and Bogner 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Deep 
Dark Woods 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 


jam with Brian Petch (guitar) 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
O'BYRNE'S Slowburn 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northem Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed; (last Wed 
each month spoken word) 


URBAN LOUNGE Danny Fournier 


McDOUGALL UNITED Chun 

BANQUET HALL Music 

Wednesdays at Noon, Allysin ; 

Hiromi Takahashi, and Diana Nir, 

(Violin, oboe and cello): 12-10 «: 
50; free 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR p-.. 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep Hox: 
with Nic-E and Smooy 


BANK ULTRA 
Wedhesiday Nights: with Du Harjo, 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE ();;; 
Gulch Wednesdays, Bost Rije 
Worst Wrecks... roots music wi) 
DJ Buster Friendly avary 
Wednesday; no caver; live musi 
‘once a month; Wooftop: Retroa 
Radio; Altamative ‘80s and 's0; 
post punk, new wave, garage, 8; 
mod, rock ‘n’ roll with LL Coo! Jo 


BUDDY'S pune day with DJ 
Saxony Seal 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Roo 
This 

THE FOX Wind-up Wednesday 
R&B, hiphop, reggae, old skoo!, re 
gaeton with InVinceable, Touch |: 
weekly quest DJs 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B wy 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Out With Your Box Out Wednesday 
Night: no minors; no cover 

NIKKI DIAMOND'S Punk and 
Metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest Ds every 
Wednesday 

STOLLU'S Wild Cheny 
House/garage with Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, fusion with 
Velocity 

WUNDERBAR Wednesdays wit 
new DJ; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wedne 
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Seasonal music marks social progress 


BACKLASH BLUES 


——] 

7) 

= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @vueweekly.com 


Music is intrinsically connected to the 
social events where it is heard. You 
remember your graduation song because 
you associate it with a specific event that 
is important to you. This sensation is one 
of the primary reasons why people 
become so attached to music. You hold 
onto a childhood stuffed animal because 
of the emotional significance it repre- 
sents, so why wouldn't you hold onto a 
song the same way? This associative 
response is never more present than with 
the pairing of songs to specific seasons. 
At this time of the year, | am commonly 
affected by a serious case of what | like to 
call “mid-winter malaise.” It's probably a 
symptom of seasonal affective disorder, so 
as a result, I've been drinking a lot, doing 
impromptu pushups and medicating musi- 
cally. My winter artist du jour is Burial. His 
(or her, Burial has not revealed his or her 


Co}stylus Music School 


Quality Education | Career Programs 


Master of Music Production & Technology 


true nature to the public) new album 
Untrue is classified as dubstep, but it’s 
drenched in the same kind of moody 
humanistic desperation that trip-hop bands 
like Massive Attack used to trade in. It 
samples bullets dropping from the game 
Metal Gear Solid, warps R&B vocals into 
jilted 4/4 drum tracks and breaks your heart 
with pocket orchestras. It sounds like 
Dance Mix ‘94 played by four broken boom- 
boxes in an empty swimming pool. So why, 
in my case, does depressing, organic dance 
music serve as an antidote to my lack of 
seasonal preparation? 

Every year in Edmonton, the weather 
fluctuates so strongly between extremes 
that when it's summer, you forget that 
winter is grey and soul-crushing, that it 
takes twice as long to get everywhere. 
When it’s winter, you forget that summer 
is occasionally so hot that you want to 
peel off your skin, mired in an 
inescapable feeling of oppression, a big, 
wet hand crushing your head all day long. 
In my case, season-specific music helps 
me map out my feelings like a movie 
soundtrack, keeping me grounded in the 


teality of my everyday situation. 


BUT WANT, HOW DOES one find music « 
associate with the transitional seasons, 
fall and spring? | respond to this chal- 
lenge with similar music and an analo- 
gous approach. These months require 
tracks that aren't oppressively sad 0 
twee, but perhaps songs to prepare you 
for the more drastic shifts of winter ani 
summer. All you can ask is to not get 
blindsided by the reality of the situation 
the fact that it can suddenly be a blizzard 
outside and you're snowed in with David 
Lee Roth’s “Just A Gigolo” on you 
turntable. Wrongo bongo, dude. 

What I’m saying is that music i 
function as a bomb shelter for your hea’ 
and your emotions, but only if you choose 
to connect with the natural associatio"s 
we occasionally apply to different sea 
sons. It's unnecessary to only listen (0 
certain things because it seems to be @ 
part of the natural order. This isn't 2 
eggnog situation. Listen, just do some 
pushups, play some Burial and call me '" 
the morning, okay? w 


Independent Music Producer 
Sound Design & Technology 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 


T: 604.523.2969 
www.stylusmusicschool.com 
PETA #60 8th Street, New Westminster, B.C 
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(0030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
(FS Se ee La CTA 


STARLITE & V.U. WILL BE CLOSED JANUARY I-11 


KING RING NANCY 


EUPHONIC 


FRIDAY JANUARY £53 UNIOKEVEITS. COM PRESENTS 


WECR oO 


PSYCHO REALM / DANNY DIABLO / BOONDOX / RIVIERA REGIME 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 23 1.IDN PESTS 
+ SHAD CHAB HATCHER 


CLASSIFIE DUN / FORU/ MIKE BOYD 


SATURDAY JANUARY 2G  SUINEN SOUND & COUP PRESET 


T-POWE {VITAL SOUNDBIY, UX SPECL DUBSTEP SET 


W/DEGREE / ALLOUT DJ'S & HORE 


PROTEST THE HERO / ILL SCARLETT / THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA 


TEXAS BLOOD MONEY 


SATURDAY FEBRU. 


7S BS “NEEDLES TO VINYL 


UPCOMING SHOWS: @@@1h SONATA ARTICA = @221H MATT COSTA > M51} WINTERSLEEP 


10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM » ALL EVENTS (8+ 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


TURDAY JANUARY i2 


SPREAD THE NET FUNDRAISER 


CHANGE METHODICAL / CASSIDY / LETTERS TO ELISE / BRIAN TOOGOOD 


SOLIPSISM 20/515 


SATURDAY JANUARY (9 
CHRISTIAN HANSEN 
“aX THE AUTIS TICs 
PLUS AXIS OF CONVERSATION 
SATURDAY JANUARY 26 = FROM TORONTO 


MWY SHAKY JANE 
HEAT RAY{EX-FLOOR} & EAMON MCGRATH AND THE WILD DOGS 


TEAM CAPTAIN 


WITH GUESTS AURORA 


temple 
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WIEN »ELEEQUS UNS Mavsoozew srurr 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
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MEMBEHsS «ee GauEesTsS FaciLt13YE 
BEHIND STARLITE ° (8+ » 9PM 
WITH DEGAEE 
&ALLOUT DUS 


PK 
BUTTONS 


' DOORS 8PM -18+ IDR 


BUY TICKETS ONLINE [JNIQNEVENTS?=:GOM sicts UP FOR E-aLerts 
PE ae SET, 


JUST ANNOUNCED - ON SALE SATURDAY 
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Se 
PMT OD PPP CPNAOEN To oR & 


YECRO© MP Be 


JANUARY 18 - STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM - 18° 1D REO. - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD & FS GWEM) 


TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD & LISTEN 


PRIVATE CLUB. MEMBERS & GUESTS 


WWW_MYSPAC DM/NECKO 


P (OICANADIAN WINTER TOUR 
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FEBRUARY 10 -STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS 8 PM - 18+ 1D REO. ~ TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRO & FS (WEM) VUE 
PRIVATE CLUB - MEMBERS & GUESTS add 
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| FEBRUARY 15. STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS =PM ». ID REQUIRED TICKETS ALSO AT VUE 


aos MEGATUNES BLACKBYRD « LISTEN WEEKLY 
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ALSO AVAILABLE ON ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 
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WWW.NEWCITYCOMPOUND. =n 
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IHUAP ORINKS _NO_ MINORS FELL YER ~~ iabbah erated 


vWWISECT™ 
TU LIICIFER 
KILL 


DROECT 
KELoey 


DOORS B:J0m =NO MINORS = — NO SNAKES 


Daa Homes 
Biles gan 


wvyw.neweitycompound.com 


NEW CITY IS EXPANDING OUR FAMILY 
. IN 2008! WE ARE NOW HIRING y 
ADDITIONAL BARTENDERS, BUSSERS, 
COOKS, CLEANERS, ETC... PLEASE 
BE QUICK AND BRING YER RESUMES 
IN PERSONALLY BTWN 5pm AND 7pm 


MON THRU FRIDAY DURING THE MONTH 


OF JANUARY. @ 


Bluesman gives up fries and runs for 
re-election on The Second Time Around 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweokly.com 


att Andersen has got the 
blues from his head down to 
his shoes. 


And it’s not that he’s sad—at least 
he doesn’t sound that way over the 
phone from a tour stop in Kitimat, BC. 
No, he just gets it and lets its lyrics 
roll around his tongue, while his fin- 
gers pick out rootsy and rocky num- 
bers on of his guitar. 

Hailing from New Brunswick, 
Andersen gave up a promising career 
at McCain Foods, making Pizza Pock- 
ets and French fries, in 2002 to pursue 
music with his band Flat Top. 

“IT guess I liked it better than 


MATT ANDERSEN 

JANT2(6 PM) 

DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE FORT SASKATCHEWAN, 
ST7sD-§1950 

JAN 18 (7:30PM) 

HORIZON STAGE, SPRUCE GROVE, $15 $20 

JAN 23 (30 PM) 


ARDEN THEATRE, ST ALBERT, $25 


PREVUE 


McCain,” he laughs. “It was an easy 
move. I was probably working seven 
days a week and playing four nights a 
week, so when | made the transfer 
over, | knew that I couldn’t keep 
doing them both and music was the 
easy choice.” 


Another seemingly easy decision 
was to go solo when it became appar 
ent that the members of Flat Top were 
starting to go in different directions 

“I just decided to go solo, and with 
only one person to deal with, it's a lot 
easier,” he says. “It’s been steadi 
getting busier and going forward, s 
I've got no complaints at all. It’s gone 
on a lot faster eran I Fhoughi it 
would.” 

But then Andersen's songs seem to 
pierce the heart of blues with a sure 
sword, and he cuts his love of the 
music down to the bare bones 

“It’s really just another form of folk 
music as far as the old country stuil 


The Joe mixes up a hometown mash up ! 


ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweekly.com 


oommates can be a pain, but 
at least those Kraft Dinner 
ncrusted pots, stray soap 


hairs and late rent cheques usually 
disappear after a short-lived blowout. 
Joe Gurba’s roommate woes, on the 
other hand, are more complicated 
than that. 

It’s not that the two people he 
shares his home with commit any of 
these annoying acts. Rather, their 
mere presence is an issue. “I live ina 
one bedroom apartment with two 
people. The computer is in the same 
place the TV is. One [roommate] 
works nights so someone is always 
watching TV or sleeping,” Gurba, aka 
The Joe, explains over the phone 
from a friend's place. 

The problem: the Edmonton rapper 
hasn't been able to work on his half- 
recorded album “in forever.” 

But the New Year is bringing about 
a change that will see the 20-year-old 
finish the record in a new house and, 
he hopes, shop it around to labels. 
“I’m aiming to finish it this year,” he 
said. “If it doesn't come out [ona 
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label] this year, I'll put it out myself.” 

Before that deadline comes Jan 12 
when he'll celebrate his birthday and 
watch four months of labour come to 
fruition with his elaborate show at 
Jekyll and Hyde Pub. 

The concept concert will feature an 
indie electronica mash up of several 
songs by electronic group M83 with 
Gurba’s poetry, spoken word and 
favourite literary excerpts. Guests 
include Kenton Jeske, Belgium and 
Failing Esther. 

“1 love concept shows to begin 
with,” he says. “So I've been looking 
forward to doing something of this 
grandiose nature.” 

He is also eager to promote the 
city’s thriving hip-hop scene, which he 
says often takes a backseat to local 
indie pop. “It’s an amazing, amazing 
scene. There are MCs here that can go 
up against any international MC. But 
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there are no listeners,” he says, adding 
with a reluctant laugh, “I don’t even 
listen to hip hop that much anymore 


STILL, THAT DOESN'T MEAN he doesnt 
appreciate the genre—or believe thal 
it can launch him into a viable caret! 
in the music industry. Gurba has bee! 
playing shows consistently for the !as! 
five years. In between garnering 4" 
audience in a scene that swoons !0! 
synth, he released two albums and 
won a Covenant Award, an honoul 
bestowed upon Christian-influence? 
musicians. 

With a significant amount of exp’ 
rience and accolades behind him (ard 
the big two-one on the horizon), "« 
hopes to hit stages south of the bo! 
der in the years to come. 

“| think the only time I fee! co™ 
pletely at ease is when I’m perform 
ing,” he explains. “I love travellins 
but I hate phoning people and sell 
up dates and hoping there are people 
there to watch you.” 

So for now, a hometown show, ®! d 
the guaranteed crowd that accomp* 
nies it, sounds pretty good. v 


story-song and that kind 

different way of putting 

tyle-wise,” he explains. 

'y much it. I always just 

livery and the passion 

hind it a lot—it’s what drew my 
attention to it.” 

This simplicity comes through on 
js studio album Second Time Around, 
released last August. Even though the 
ecord sees the addition of a band to 
he arrangement of tracks from his 
debut EP and his two live CDs, Ander- 
en's voice still owns these songs, a 

testament to his ability to capture the 
imagination of his audience. 


11'S A TALENT he’s honed over the last 
several years of touring solo. While he 
‘often Shares the stage with other 
musicians, most often with fellow 
East Coaster Ross Neilson (together 
hey form the band Thick and Thin), 

e songs Andersen writes for himself 

his very own. 

“For the kind of music that | do, 
joo, it lends itself really well to one 
guitar and one voice. It doesn’t need 
lo be a big production,” he explains. 

‘As far as a band goes, it would just 
be hired musicians, so I'd find it bet- 
er if it was an actual band that I was 
a part of.” 

Admittedly, whatever Andersen is 
doing seems to be working. He even 
has some diehard fans dubbing him 
“the new Prime Minister of the Blues,” 
as he seems poised to continue the 
work of the legendary and original 
“Prime Minister of the Blues” Dutch 
Mason, who died in Nova Scotia just 
over a year ago. 

Although Andersen never actually 
got to meet Mason, he does feel that 

e elder did bring the spotlight onto 

ast Coast music, as well as to the 
anadian blues scene. 

"I never knew Dutch personally; I 
never actually got to see him play,” 
Andersen says. “But as far as the 


/ groundbreaking he did—I mean, he 


as one of the first guys to break out 
of the East Coast as far as playing 
blues, showed people that there was a 
little bit more than fiddles and Celtic 
music going on down here.” w 
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‘NEW SOUNDS 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
ART OF FIELD RECORDING: VOLUME | 
DUSTTO DIGITAL 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Folk music originated as a communal 
experience, with the idea that it was 
music made by the people for the peo- 
~ple at the forefront of its values. As 
such, field recording—the act of taking 
recording equipment out of the studio 
and capturing a performance in anoth- 
er environment—bdecame an important 
part of documenting the music that 
would go on to influence people like 
Bob Dylan, who in turn passed along 
many an old tune to younger bands. 
Arguably the most famous folklorists 
were John Lomax and his son Alan, but 
there were many more back then and 
the technique of field recording has 
continued—even proliferated with the 
advent of small and affordable digital 

~ recording technology—to the present. 

Art Rosenbaum is one folklorist who 
entered the field during the late 1950s 
and never left, continuing to play an 
active role in recording musicians of a 
wide range of styles even today. Much 
of Rosenbaum’s work remained unre- 
leased for many years, but the collec- 
tor is now getting his due with one 
boxed set of his recordings currently 
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available, and a second volume sched- 
uled for release this year. 

Art of Field Recording: Volume I con- 
sists of four CDs arranged thematical- 
ly—Survey, Religious, Blues and 
Instrumental and Dance—and 
includes a book of nearly 100 pages of 
Rosenbaum’s notes on each song, 
along with many of his drawings and 
paintings and his wife Margo New- 
mark Rosenbaum’s photos capturing 
images of many of the performers. It’s 
an extensive work that sheds another 
light on the music that provides the 
often unseen backbone for many of 
today’s artists. 

The songs selected for this set are 
culled from an extensive collection, so 
Rosenbaum has included music that is 
both well-performed and well-written, 
as well as being of historical interest to 
anyone with a mind to investigate just 
where many of the lingering themes in 
popular music may have come from, or 
through, as in many cases these record- 
ings capture performances of songs that 
have lengthy histories of their own. 

What makes these recordings so spe- 
cial, though, are the unique qualities 
that are captured in the best field 
recordings. On the Survey disc, there is 
the 1978 recording of Sacred Harp 
singing group performing the minor-key 
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“Eternal Day,” from The Original Sacred 
Harp songbook, at the Georgia Sacred 
Harp Convention, where voices overlap, 
occasionally breaking down into laugh- 
ter before coming back together, and 
the sound of the environment is cap- 
tured along with the singing, serving to 
make the recording sound more imme- 
diate than pristine studio performances 
tend to. On the same disc is “Satan, Your 
Kingdom Must Come Down,” performed 
in 2006 by Sister Fleeta Mitchell and Rev 
Willie Mae Eberhart, both musicians 
nearly a hundred years old at the time, 
and the sparseness of the recording, fea- 
turing just vocals, piano and tambourine 
punctuates the song's lyrics, resulting in 
an almost terrifying sound. 
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Over on the Religious disc there is 
the 1978 performance of “Lonesome 
Valley” by Lawrence and Vaughn Eller 
and Ross Brown, where the placement 
of banjo, guitar, fiddle and voices in the 
sonic landscape puts the listener right 
in the middle of the recording, while 
Brady and Lucy Bames’s 1983 perform- 
ance of “Walk with Me” stands in con- 
trast, sounding very much like a living 
room concert performance. 

It’s the ability of a skilled folklorist to 
capture the nuances of a performance 
in a natural environment that makes 
field recording an impressive and wel- 
come approach to the cataloguing of 
music that might otherwise be left 
alone to be passed along from singer 
to singer. Rosenbaum has caught 
some truly breathtaking performances 
on tape, and this set provides an 
opportunity to sit back and explore the 
roads that folk music has travelled 
through the years, and continues to 
travel into the future. 


APOSTLE OF HUSTLE 
UKING TOUR EP 
ARTS & CRAFTS 
LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 
Founded by Andrew Whiteman of Bro- 
ken Social Scene fame, Apostle of Hus- 
tle is a curious amalgamation of 
Canadian indie rock and traditional 
Spanish music. The group’s latest disc, 
an EP of remixes, collaborations and 
previously unreleased material, is sort 
of like the band itself: a strange mix of 
sounds and styles that somehow ends 
up working far more often than not. 
Though only six tracks long, UKing 
feels a little loose at times. The first 
two tracks in particular veer a little 
too close to rampant self-indulgence. 
The record picks up considerably from 
there, though. The final two-thirds of 
UKing make it well worth the six 
bucks it will set you back. 


DAVID BUCHBINDER 
ODESSA/HAVANA 
TIADIK 


LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 


Odessa/Havana, the brainchild of \, 
eran trumpeter David Buchbinder, js , 
refreshing and fascinating take 5, 
jazz. Buchbinder and a cast of Can, 
dian jazz all-stars throw Cuban ap, 
Jewish folk music in the pot toget), 
and see what comes out. The resu 
much less weird and twice as ay, 
some as you would expect. The sty|- 
fit one another like two pieces from , 
2000-piece puzzle: complementary 
intricate and absolutely unique. The; 
are times when the sound is distin-t\, 
Jewish or Cuban, but much 0; 
Odessa/Havanna is a wonderful a}\oy 
of the two. At times it can slip into th, 
territory of pretentious, boring ja; 
noodling, but such occasions are {¢\, 
and far between. Odessa/Havanna \< , 
great record for anyone with a thi; 
for musical adventure. 


THE BURNING HELL 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
WEEWERK 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

Tapping into a long line of predecesso, 
that includes Tom Waits, Hayden and 
Leonard Cohen, Burning Hell leade: 
Mathias Kom presents deeply despon- 
dent but curiously beautiful visions o/ 
the world in a low-pitched grow] rem 
niscent of a back alley drug dealer who 
insists on a fresh boutonniere every 
morning. And his co-vocalist Jenny 
Mitchell sounds as fragile as a tubercu 
lar 13-year-old selling matches in Dic! 
ensian England. Happy Birthday is full of 
anti-love songs and heartbreakingly 
hilarious truths such as in the lyric “The 
second cigarette never tastes as good 
as the first,” as well as slightly kooky 
Monster Mash-ish ear burners like the 
sixth track, “Grave Situation Pt 1.” If this 
band doesn’t hit town soon, I'll be 
forced to fly to its hometown of Peter 
borough—somewhere I swore I'd neve! 
go again—to see them. 


THE FEMINISTS 
CAN'T SCREAM LOUD ENOUGH 
SPACE O06 


BILL RADFORD / bill@vueweekly.com 
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01. freaker pipe jackle-o motherfucker 
02. neon bible arcade fire 

03. boxer the national 
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06. hissing fauna... of montreal 
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08. excellent italian greyhound shellac 
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10. mirrored battles 


r art led me to 
m Loud Enough is 
Ben couyer's the 
h it the band deserve 
adar. It's a beautifully 
record, with some great 

it’s easy to picture a live 
ale will be screaming 
refrains on songs like 
tury Ghost.” | don’t think this 
il] make the Feminists a 
hold name, but there may be 
‘record in the band’s future. Keep 
nd, and if you have a chance 
em live, I'd go for it. 


PAK 


ATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
five albums to the Dave Matthews 
and are like, well, live albums to 
e Rolling Stones, David Bowie, 
sil Diamond or any other musician 
fost likely found under the Christ- 
s tree of a retired middle-class 
ther who occasionally tokes up in 
ie basement since the kids moved 
ut. In that sense, DMB have affir- 
jatively carved out a niche market 
a fanbase that just can’t get 
nough. The band’s seventh live 
ffort is a recording of a benefit for 
historic park in Atlanta, Georgia, 
oping in two of the Allman Brothers 
in a cover of “Melissa” and DMB's 
n “What Would You Say;” they 
the most charming items on the 
ngthy three-disc set, neatly tying 
gether musicians from two gener- 
ions in their unabashed pre- 
ictability. 


EANIE SIGEL 
H ON 
ICAFELLA/DEF JAM 


D PEMBERTON / roland@vueweekly.com 

on'‘t get it twisted: even though 
his album samples James Blunt, 
Batures a shockingly great sung 
90k by P Diddy and opens with an 
‘Kelly collab, Beanie still has the 
d to maintain your belief in his 
gster. His stepfather recently got 
nmolated by some anonymous 
lugs and if you can’t tell by his 
asionally jail-rape themed raps, 
anie is a genuine ex-jailbird. In a 
enre dominated by the quest for 
luthenticity, the first step to enjoy- 
lig this music is knowing you're in 
hands of a professional (a capa- 
le emcee) and a guy not entirely 
like Léon the Professional (an 
Sassin played in film by Jean 
No). 

Sigel seems desperate for main- 
ream success on this, his third 
bum, but it isn't prohibitive. Some 
eople can’t forgive the hyper-violent 
ndertone of gangster rap, but, as 
meone who watches movies that 
orify violence but also show the 
sults of a remorseless lifestyle—like 
Professional—I have no problem 
oying this record. The standouts 
jude the minimalist dub reggae of 
© Low” and the completely vocifer- 
military dirge of “You Ain’t Ready 
Me” which features perfect vocal 
erplay between Sigel and Styles P 
the Lox. 


The looneys take the fight to Facebook 
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STEVEN SANDOR 
= | stoven@vveweekly.com 


Just before we all came to a collec- 
tive lull for the Christmas season, the 
Canadian Recording Industry Associa- 
tion and several other industry groups 
were up in arms over the federal gov- 
ernment’s decision to delay tough 
new copyright laws. 

The feds had promised new legisla- 
tion that would bring Canada in line 
with the 1997 World Intellectual Prop- 
erty Organization (WIPO) Internet 
treaties. But, before the holiday sea- 
son, the feds announced that it would 
delay the bill, and victory, at least, has 
been temporarily declared by a coali- 
tion of angry anti-bill protesters. 

The anti-law lobby is led by e-com- 
merce law expert and University of 
Ottawa prof Michael Geist. Basically, 
Geist and his close followers complain 
that the proposed new law is dangerous 
because it violates privacy of individu- 
als. According to their raison d'etre, as 
posted on Facebook, the proposed law 
is flawed because “There will be no 
flexible fair dealing. No parody excep- 
tion. No time shifting exception. No 
device shifting exception. No expanded 
backup provision. Nothing that focuses 
on the issues of the ordinary Canadian.” 

Fair enough. But it’s interesting that 
many of the people who have shown 
support for Geist's arguments and 
signed on to the Facebook site don't 
come close to getting the point. While 
Geist points out flaws in the legisla- 
tion, he’s not anti-copyright protection. 
But, once you read the posts on his 
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Facebook group, you can see that his 
ideas have been co-opted by people 
who don’t think they should ever have 
to pay for anything. The site is now 
filled with posts from people arguing 
that no copyright law at all is needed. 

An example: Someone named 
“Kristal Lee-Anne” from Montreal 
posted “| think that lying i is wrong. 
Claiming that sharing music is causing 
a drop in CD sales is a lie. Online 
sales more than offset the small 
decline in CD sales. If the record com- 
panies did not have the intelligence to 
get into that market while it was 
open, that’s no one’s fault but their 
own. The head of Universal was com- 
plaining (in an article in Wired maga- 
zine) about iTunes taking such a big 
chunk of total distribution. So they lost 
out due to lack of foresight. Blaming 
music sharers for that is wrong.” 

| love arguments that quote stats and 
sources without actually citing them. 
Truth is, retail chains like Sam's and 
Music World have closed their doors, 
and Recording Industry Association of 
America stats show that online sales are 
not making up the loss in physical CD 
sales. They don’t even make up close to 
20 per cent of the market yet. 

The problem for Geist and his sup- 
porters: their legitimate concerns are 
being eroded by a bunch of yahoos 
who have signed on in the hopes of 
having an unregulated internet. And, 
sooner or later, the lunatics may take 
over the asylum—and Geist will be 
forced to distance himself from his 
own supporters. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APA 18) 

“My calling hasn't called yet,” wrote Ren- 
nie, an Aries reader from Austin. “Please, 
Rob, say a prayer to all the applicable gods 
and angels, asking them to do whatever it 
takes to make sure that | am at home when 
it finally does.” I've got good news for Ren- 
nie. Many Aries who have never before 
had a hint about their calling will be able to 
gather many clues in 2008. Meanwhile, 
those of your tribe who have already found 
their higher purpose will be evolving it to a 
much deeper level. To help ensure that all 
the magic unfolds, | have unleashed a fist- 
pumping prayer to the goddess of mission 
plans, urging her to invite you Rams to 
claim the empowering joy that comes from 
being united with your source code. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

The longest waves on the planet unfurl 
in the place where the Atlantic Ocean 
flows into the mouth of the Amazon 
River. The phenomenon is called the 
“jororoca” (from a word meaning 
“tumultuous noise”), and has become a 
favourite challenge for surfers. In 2003, 
a Brazilian daredevil named Picuruta 
Salazar rode a single wave for 37 min- 
utes, gliding and plowing for almost 13 
kilometres. Judging from your current 
astrological omens, Taurus, I'd say 
that's an apt metaphor for the kind of 
wave you now have the chance to jump 
on. If you choose to give it a whirl, 
don’t plan for a short sweet burst of 
adrenaline. Be ready for a long, rollick- 
ing balancing act. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

This is a very favourable time to discover 
what has been hidden from you, to strip 
away disguises, and to penetrate to the 
real story that has been buried by the 
official propaganda. You're also likely to 
generate luck if you go in search of buried 
treasure, lost keys, and missing links. To 
help you achieve success in these noble if 
sometimes stealthy goals, keep in mind 
the advice of inventor George Washing- 
ton Carver: “Anything will give up its 
secrets if you love it enough.” 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Mirrors can be powerful tools and useful 
symbols for you in the coming days. When 
is the last time you gazed serenely into 
your own eyes for at least 10 minutes? Try 
it! If you're brave, go on from there: actual- 
ly talk to the interesting creature you see 
reflected back at you. Ask questions. Give 
advice. Sing songs. And if you're even 
braver, move on to the next project: Bring a 
friend or loved one to the mirror, and con- 
verse with each other's images. Tell each 


other the kinds of raw, shimmering truths 
that can only be revealed in a mirror. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

At the Plow & Hearth stores, you can buy 
realistic boulders “to disguise your yard 
problems.” These gigantic plastic mon- 
strosities, which sell for $90, are hollow 
inside and fit right over the pipes, holes, 
and other eyesores you want to hide. In 
the coming days, Leo, you might want to 
consider acquiring a metaphorical version 
of this item. There's a big old messy place 
in your kingdom that seems to be getting 
bigger and messier. It's high time to either 
conceal it or clean it up. 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

The UK newspaper The Independent reports 
that avid reader Mark Bastable consumed 
the collected works of DH Lawrence and 
found “not a single laugh, not a wry chuck- 
le, not even a quiet grin in the entire po- 
faced oeuvre.” If that’s true, | say we put an 
asterisk on the covers of his books, similar 
to the mark that will go on the home run 
record of the allegedly steroid-enhanced 
baseball star Barry Bonds. In DH's case, the 
asterisk will denote that he won a place in 
the literature hall of fame despite having 
never expressed the second-most essential 
human emotion. In any case, Virgo, don’t 
you dare read Lawrence in the next four 
weeks. You need to be surrounded by influ- 
ences that will encourage you to look for 
humour and amusement in every single 
thing you do. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

In 15 million years, Los Angeles will be a 
suburb of San Francisco. It will take that 
long for the constant slipping of the San 
Andreas Fault to push the southern city 
640 kilometres north. That will be lucky 
for the people alive then, since they won't 
have to travel far to enjoy the distinctive 
pleasures of two of the West Coast's 
finest cultural centers. In your case, Libra, 
you don't have to wait so long. | predict 
that two of your personal centers of grav- 
ity will combine by the end of 2008. Your 
divided sense of home will disappear, 
allowing you to feel more united than 
you've been in years. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

Why does human anatomy include the 
organ known as the appendix? For cen- 
turies, doctors have been unable to deter- 
mine its purpose. Most have decided it’s 
unnecessary, a vestigial structure left 
over from an earlier stage of evolution. 
But recent research suggests the conven- 
tional wisdom has to be revised. In fact, 
the appendix seems to protect and regen- 
erate the good bacteria that live in the 
intestines. | predict that you're on the 
verge of a metaphorically comparable dis- 
covery, Scorpio. Something you have 
always considered to be useless or irrele- 
vant will reveal its value. 


EDMQONTO 


YOGA STUDIO 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEE 21) 
Astronomers say that the Sagitta,, 
Galaxy is being devoured by ous 9, 
galaxy. It's getting stretched, rearrange: 
and assimilated by our massive gravity 
like to offer up this scenario 4 
metaphor for you to put into play in 
coming week, Sagittarius. Imagine al, 
fun and interesting ways that you yours.) 
could be “eaten.” Maybe you could oa. 
absorbed into an exciting social scene ., 
be integrated into an institution you joy. 
or become part of a movement yo, ,. 
admired from afar. And maybe you co), 
simply do what's necessary to get you 
kissed, licked and sucked all over 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

The Wind Horse is a mythical creat, 

Tibetan Buddhist tradition. Symbolizing 
orous life force, it embodies the quj-, 
cleansing power of the wind and the p, 
vitality of the horse. In accordanc 
your astrological omens, Capricorn, | ; 
nate this archetype to be your 1 
metaphor in the coming weeks. Visu; 
yourself being accompanied by a \\ 
Horse everywhere you go. See yourself :\\ 

ing it, feeding it, playing with it. Call on : 
inspiring presence as you align yourse\{ 
with the natural beneficence of the ui) 

verse. Ask it to help you sweep obstacles 
out of the way as you attract a flow of 
opportunities to open your mind and hear 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

This will be an excellent week for you to 
buy $50 worth of silence. And to rang 
around people who won't try to coax you 0 
manipulate you into doing anything. And tc 
wander out into a barren wilderness—the 
Mars-like landscape of the crater near the 
summit of Maui's Mt Haleakala would be 
ideal—and howl wordless, senseless 
empty-headed melodies to a god who 1nay 
or may not exist. Do you catch my drift 
Aquarius? You are likely to attract cosmi 
luck and generate useful serendipity if you 
can achieve a state that combines 
Buddhism's “beginner's mind” with the 2 
tude Henry Miller enjoyed when he said, | 
have no money, no resources, no hopes! 
am the happiest man alive.” 


PISCES (FEB 18 - MAR 20) 

“The stars would love to influence you 
future,” reported a horoscope for Pisces i 
The Onion newspaper, “but they are po 
erless against your well-established pat 
terns of behaviour.” While this mist! 
sometimes be an accurate statement, 
not true now. The next three weeks will 
a very favourable time for you to escal! 
well-established patterns of behavidl! 
especially the ones that are no damn 90 00 
for you. Here's a bonus perk: you will a 
have marked success if you not only 1 
against your habits but also against th 
stars’ influence. The upshot of all th! 
good news is that you'll be in prime t" 

to unleash your freest free will. w 


Hatha fyengar Ashtanga 
www.edmontonyogastudio.ca 
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12039 — 127 Street 


tel 451.8131 


, exoeedingly rare case in which some- 
e both recognizes the need for change 
od makes and keeps the promise, New 
rs resolutions mostly just hang around 
9 any other weapon (see: Chekhov's gun) 
iting for us to use them against our- 
jyves. Some people won't have a gun in 
house; | won't have stupid vows lying 
ound waiting for me to stub my toe on 
_ And with that, some non-resolutions, 
re suggestions, for better sex in 2008: 
1) Get the right birth control. One cou- 
e's perfect method is another's PMSy 
ightmare, chemical burn, or poor lifestyle 
and there's often no way to tell with- 
yt experimenting. Hints: if you never 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Exotic Ginger 
Tall, Slim, beautiful busty brunette 
25 years old, 24 hours 442-0741 


fit busty brunette 
604-7801, 24 hours 
Leduc/Nisku 


Misty . . mature, classy model can fill your 
fantasies. Do you like passion, spanking, or 
reek? 442-3039 
1 1847-0011063816197-002 


VOLUNTEER 


DIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
Athusiastic volunteers for presentations and spe- 
cial events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


Volunteers, enjoy working in our dining room at 
rat Place Senior Centre, for more info 
phone Terrie Shaw at 433-5807 


olunteer Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 
732-1221 


iblunteers needed to teach conversational ESL to 
dult immigrants at various library locations. 1-2 
Week, 10-12pm or 1-3pm.{dep. on location) No 
exp. req. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


iderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help 
ith daily activities such as crafts, card games and 
Socializing. For info ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


MIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
dults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For 
more info call Catherine 453-8304 


s VOLUNTEERS required for research 
‘studies with the Brain Neurobiology Research 
Togram at UofA. Must be in good health, not be 
“ig any medication for mental health issues, and 
Dt abuse drugs or alcohol. Ph 407-3775/407-3221 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for ElderCare Edmonton. 
Ngo volunteers needed to help raise funds for pro- 
Grams. Ph. 434-4747, ext. 4 


lunteers needed to teach English to adult immi- 
rants. Daytime, weekdays,or evenings for 2-3 
NS/SeSsion, approx. 1-2 times a week. Call Judy 

424-3545, ext. 249 


Be Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
lunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


YOU HAVE MODERATE ASTHMA? You may 
igible to take part in a study examining the 
1s of fragrances on asthma. 435-9028 x 

230/jevans@toxcon.com 


lp to broadcast news for blind and print- 
stricted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors 


remember whether you turned the stove 
off, | wouldn't suggest relying on the Pill; 
if you cannot handle the words “cervical 
mucus” you probably don’t want to handle 
the real thing, either. No Fertility Aware- 
ness Method for you! 

2) lf you've been faking it, cut that 
right out. 

3) Try something new. You'll usually 
see this as “try a new position” but posi- 
tions are hardly the alpha and omega of 
sexual variety. It’s still just fucking. | 
mean try something really new. Obviously 
the web is the go-to source for some- 
things new but a field-trip, all hand-in- 
hand and couple-y, to a nice sex shop is 
probably more fun. 

4) Learn something new even if you 
don’t think you want to try it. Most of the 
“Ew, yuck" reactions to your supposedly 
kinkier sexualities come from lack of 
information and fear of the unknown. Of 
course there are depths below depths of 
depravity out there for the plumbing, but 


STASIA 
Asian & Black 
Qutcalls.442-3033 


Edmonton Mistress Morganna (busty & fit) 
BDSM playroom, spanking, bondage, suspension, 
unique CBT devices, sissy , strap on training 
Mistress Personals 490-5299 ext 5465 


Volunteer needed to help with telephone calls and 


some filing. 1-2 days/week. Flexible hours. No exp 
req. Must have pleasant phone voice and manner- 
isms. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 


Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


Nicotine Anon 
Sun (7:30-8:30pm) 


Henwood 18750-18 St. 
Contact Joe 479-5969 


#200, 10143-82 Ave 


I'm not talking about the really dank and 
dangerous stuff. So much of kink and 
fetish turns out to be harmless and often 
endearingly nerdly on closer inspection. 
Look behind the flames-of-hell clipart on 
any S&M organization's information site 
and you'll find a lot of software profes- 
sionals and librarians earnestly compar- 
ing notes on how nof to hurt each other 
playing with whips and chains. 

5) Get better at something you already 
do. This brings immediately to mind the 
sort of ridiculous gimmicks you used to 
find in Cosmo, shaving grapes or what- 
have-you, but you really can give better 
head or get in better alignment for inter- 
course or any number of similar improve- 
ments, merely by paying attention to 
what you're doing. Many people do a 
more mindful, conscious job of blow-dry- 
ing their hair than ... well, anyway. 

6) De-clutter the bedroom. Actually, de- 
clutter the whole house, but clutter in the 
bedroom is a buzz-kill. If you're dating, the 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. 
http;//auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
429-0136, ext. 233 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 


CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Tired of Smoking? Come join us at Nicotine 
Anonymous. 7pm, Wednesdays at Ebenezer United 
Church, 163 St, 106 Ave, call Gwynn 443-3020. 
7:30pm, Sundays at Henwood Treatment Centre, 
18750-18 St, call Ryan 990-8917 or Jo 479-5969. 


ies 


www.EUROSSAGEonWHYTE.com 


clutter functions as another self-perceived 
flaw, an externalized big butt or stretch- 
mark, another reason to want to skulk in 
the dark instead of letting your light shine. 
If you're partnered it's a good excuse to 
harbour resentment (whose goddamn 
expired bus passes are those, anyway?) or 
let yourself get into that deeply antierotic 
spiral where we can't just be all sponta- 
neous, for God's sake! There's important 
stuff to do! And then you don't do it (in 
either sense of “it’), anyway. What's on my 
bedside table: 18 books, read, unread, and 
never-to-be-read; bookmarks; crumpled 
saleslips; a flashlight with dead batteries; 
two bottles of flat seltzer water, one tod- 
dler’s sock, a pacifier and expired bus pass; 
a finger puppet representing Darwin and 
three bottles of assorted lubes sent to me 
by a nice marketing rep at Babeland. What 
should be on my bedside table? Oh, guess. 
7) Compliment your partner on what 
s/he does wonderfully well. Nobody (at 
least nobody you want to know) feels all 


e 


Nighiline. 


PERSONALS: 


Seceusesssere 


5 Edmonton use cone:1000 | 


that overwhelmingly confident where it 
counts, not all the time, and if you could 
use the boost so could s/he 


8) Do the sex (or just sexy) date thing 


but for God’s sake don’t take it too seri- 
ously. We're not talking meeting your 
partner at the door all wrapped in festive 
holiday plastic wrap, just setting aside 
the time for real instead of saying you 
will all the time. And tell your partner it’ s 


sex/y night. Nothing worse than having 


your partner miss the point and brush 


Past you on the way back in from your 
romantic dinner to find out what's in TiVo 
Give him/her a chance not to feel like it, 
too. Just because it’s your sexy night 
doesn’t mean it's his/hers 

The big meta-improvers, in digest for- 
mat: 

9) Know what you want. 

10) Share the information (not applica- 
ble to masturbation) 

Have fun. 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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Other cities 1-877-834-4044 


Sessa esasseccsoeuse 


Try SEXY 
HOmBA 


No liability. Restnictions 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 
=] ine’ 


MORE MEN 4 MEN. 


ae for FREE 


403-313-3330 


Try Crutseline Text for tree. 
Text “xtra” to SFREE - www. crutseline.ca 


GrajeVine. NO MORE LONELY 


“@ NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 
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F YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
‘VUE WEEKLY PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. ; 


EDUCATIONAL 


Must include ne aren dd 
i ional attitude and desire to 
succeed. 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Flower assistant needed, exp. not essential. 
Interest in art/design an asset, 30-40 hrs/week. 
Apply in person to The Artworks, 
Edmonton City Centre 420-6311 


is hiring distri i 
project sting Jan 7: PT/FT, CAR am asset. Email 
Resumes to edmontonwebc@hotmail.com, url: 
www.eventsmarketing. biz 


Bacon in highlands 
looking for experienced line/prep 
contact Cindy 477-2422 
cinlaz@yahoo.ca 


cook 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
.. Jobs guar- 
anteed, 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


Next in-class or ONLINE by 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA CAN HELP! 424-5900 


Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 


every Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percus- 
sion. Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS REPAIRS 


Professional Guitar set-ups and repairs. Fast turn- 
around. FREE SET OF STRINGS. 
St. Johns Music, 10452 Mayfield Rd, 452-4810 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Artists and photographers wanted to discuss the dis- 


playing of work for possible co-op. Contact at email: 
naturelvng1@hotmail.com 


If you are interested in 
advocacy and awareness- 


building for social justice issues, 
join Public Outreach in respectful charitable 
fundraising. Become a part of an organization that 
is working towards the greater good and offering 
paid outreach positions. We fundraise door-to- 
door in Edmonton communities as well as on the 
street in the downtown core. The ideal candidate 
must find enjoyment in building leadership, 
interpersonal, and communication skills. 
Be a part of action in your community. 


Contact Chris at 
recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 


$14/hr 


www.publicoutreach.ca 
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Fashion Pe aes oe 


Profiles hepa aa from artists for ehibition 
any 2009. 0 Sat, Mar. 22, Info T: 
eidi at 460-4310 or E: ahfheidi@telus.net 
Calling all artists 17-20 jae old. Are you ready to go 


public? If you have a unique style you want to get out 
tease contact Steed) @ 297-0546. 


raphy exhibition: Deadline: Feb. 4, for 
june 14, 2008 at TU Gallery. Ph 
421-1731 for info 


Rock cover band seeks lead guitar player. Pro atti- 
tude/gear For more info. call 998-0567 


SERVICES 


Pilgrims Hospice Helps Grieving Young People: 
ly sessions. Families, schools and agencies. 
413-9801 ext 309 to register/info. www.pilgrimshos- 
pice.ca. 


Juried phot 
exhibition: May 


Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides cri- 
sis intervention, information, counseling, public edu- 
cation services. For a customized presentation T: 
423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


VOLUNTEER 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 30-50. Reimbursement 
provided. Call 604-0048 


The City of Edmonton Youth Council (CEYC) is 
recruiting for its 2007-2008 term membership! We 
are looking for-youth aged 13-23, residents in the 

City of Edmonton and interested in being involved in 
civic youth issues. www.ceyc.ca, Info: Jennifer 496- 
4938, E: Jennifer. Wong@edmonton.ca 


Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brother Big today. 424-8181. 
Become an in-school mentor, just one hour a week 


HipHepaYouth Group: looking for creative leaders 


who want to learn more about liver health. 
Computer designers, health promoters, public speak- 
ers are welcome, we will provide mentoring. Ph 
Melissa 444-1547 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our communi- 


ty's stories. If you have stories that the world must 
hear, start volunteering with CJSR’s news depart- 
ment. Gain experience in radio, contribute to a 
diverse community, and learn new skills all while 
telling your community stories. Email 
news@rjsr.com 


Sierra Club Prairie Chapter is looking for a website 


manager! If you are familiar with website mainte- 
nance and have an hour or two a week to contribute, 
please contact Jessica at jessicaw@sierraclub.ca. 


Human Rights Facilitator Training / 
www. jhcentre.org. free 8 week training program pre- 
sented by: The John Humphrey Centre for Peace & 


PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS BOOK 


fu ispistExpe.com 
560-6830 


| Phone 426-1996 from gam-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email rob@vueweeKly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues 21 Hoan * Print legibly on lines at right © Up to 45 Characters per line + Every fetter, space or mark counts as one character » Allow one space following punctuation 
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a ten oe 


hee a a for canal 
recruiting volunteers 
apamee Full details online: www.ecala.org. To 
apply, submit a resume, two references and the nec- 
essary form by noon, Jam, 23. Ph 415-5520, e-mail: 
ceo@ecala.org 


Little White Schoolhouse is turning 60 next year. If 
you're interested in being part of a volunteer group 

for the 60th anniversary please contact Debby 
Smethurst at 459-1194 


Volunteering—intornational Week 2008: 
Download a volunteer form from www.intermation- 
al.ualberta.ca/globaled.php; e-mail: Roshini at 
renair@internatinal.ualberta,ca, or drop-off the 
form at the hearer pas U of A, or fax: 780- 


Initiative Ambassadeurs pour la Paix is looking for 
francophone volunteers. Come learn how to present 
interactive workshops on antiracism/cultural diversi- 

ty. Karina at (780) 425-4644 ext 9 or 
kezyzewski@naarr.org 


Volunteers are urgently needed to shovel snow for 
seniors. To register or for more information, call 
Heather at Westend ue Activity Centre, 483- 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support provided. flex. 
hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various ipo Erin 432-1137, 

ext. 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partici- 

pate (with crafts, scrapbooking, bingo, baking, etc) 

with disabled female seniors in extended care NE 

Edmonton. On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Walking coaches needed for a small group of adults 
with developmental disabilities every 2nd Fri at 
Westmount Mall. Erin at 432-1137, ext. 357 


Ghost writer needed to help a brain injured woman 
to write her life story. Listening, writing and comput- 
er skills wanted. 2 hrs/wk for 4-6 months. Old 
Strathcona area. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


Pilgrims Hospice seeks musical volunteers to lead 
sing-a-longs and/or to perform for our very forgiving 
day program clients. Tracy: 413-9801 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Lankan for people to help out 
with cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
(04-8751 or e-m: 
foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Love Bingo? Come Volunteer at ElderCare 
Edmonton. Help raise funds for programs, meals and 
outings. Call 434-4747, ext. 4 


Call 468-7070 to donate today—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun- 
teers (21+) interested in working with high-tisk 
youth, drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: 
osyc@telus.net 


We believe that all children have a right to grow in 

families and schools, and that all adults deserve to 

have real jobs, homes and friends. Ph 454-0701 and 

help to open the gates to community living in your 
afea 


Mentors for children and youth living in group care 2 


hrs/wk evenings or weekends, various locations. Erin 
432-1137, ext 357 


ElderCare Edmonton needs volunteers to help with 


our daily programs that assist seniors to remain 
independent and active in their communities. For a 
few hours each week, volunteers can help with 
lunch and coffee breaks and socialize with clients. 
Please call 434-4747 Ext. 4 to volunteer 
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‘Volunteers Needed to work with new immigran.> 
@ variety of tasks and with some great finer,” 
and o Many Shifts availabje! (,) 

Judy 424-3545, ext 249 ; 
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ora ante 
mi f more about ( 

vnwwemha-edmonton abies si 


ee 
“Let's Go!” is a program which helps neweome,. 

learn about their community and Gaetan” 
Volunteers needed for the summer months only. (1, 
of Fun! Contact Judy 424-3545, ext. 249° 


Volunteer st ElderCare, help with crafts, a ; 
Games and socializing. Edmonton's day programs i 
seniors. Call 434-4747, ext4 


Volunteer Kitchon Holp and Drivers Nood {,, 
Edmonton Meals vu Wheete Varied jobs, Foal 
hours 10am-ipm weekdays. Phone 429-297) 


ee 
Volunteer teachers needed to teach English 3; , 
_ Second language to newcomers to Canad; 
Orientation and training provided. Meet People from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@eci.\o, .. 
or 944-0792 


oo 
Volunteers needed to assist new immigrants yi 
eI Aus Mornings, weekdays. Approx. 2-4 hrs "On 

Call” position. Call Judy 424-3545, ext. 249 


ee 
Have you ever thought of volunteering with y 


pet? Pet therapy is a "fee Way to help those ra 
community. Call Deanna at 413-4682 
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g will apply: 

the winner must be 18 or older. 
- prize must be accepted a 


more than once. 


- you may only win once every 60 
|- Yue Weekly reserves the right to 
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Long after the night had slipped into a 
state of sunder my friend pointed up to 
the beam above the downstairs dance 
floor. There against the black stuccoed 
surface was a mass of cables and cords 
ed to an industrial outlet. It was a 
seen countless other Saturday 
nights; spotlights and reflections from the 
valf disco ball momentarily and repeated- 
|y illuminating the electrical still life of 
eclipsed building codes. He leaned in to 
my ear as | stood, neck stretched toward 
the dancefloor sky and said, “That,” his 
face warm with drink, dance and nostal- 
gia, “will never be again.” 
It was the last Saturday night at the 
Roost and the overwhelming feeling | 
had of a world ending, collapsing in on 
itself, had given way to a friend’s hands 
‘on my hips as we danced to a surprising- 
ly decent string of songs. “Here we are 
ow, entertain us, acting stupid and con- 
tagious.” | took out my phone and 
snapped a photo of the cables and 
lights. As | look at the photo uploaded 
on to my computer almost a week later, | 
see the photo as an attempt to salvage 
something concrete from the night that, 
like the club itself, has slipped into the 
Bermuda pink triangle of memories. 

Waiting in line to get in that night, 
the pads of my feet frozen, | couldn't 
help shake the feeling that we were all 
boarding a doomed plane. As if every- 
One, standing there with our exhaled 
breath illuminated by the big red “R” 
and the 104th street lamps, were all in 
one of those ‘70s disaster flicks. The 
ones where the audience tries to figure 
‘Out who will die first and who will sur- 
lve as the characters are being intro- 
duced. The difference being that we all 
‘Kilew that it was the Roost that wouldn't 
‘Make it and it was us, the survivors, that 
Were going to be left contemplating how 
and why the Roost matters. 

As | made my way around the two 
dance floors, the pool tables, the con- 
Cession, the different bars, up and down 
he stairs, | felt very strongly that | want- 
®d to see every person that | had ever 
‘Seen there before. | wanted to see them 
8S a way of acknowledging that we had 
®xisted in the same place at the same 
time and had survived. It was silly and 
verwrought but it felt real and more 
‘Mportant than | could understand. As | 
‘iodded or shared a smile with some of 
the pretty boy faces of my years in retail, 
dnd the handsome lesbians that inspire 
how | dress, | understood that we were 


2 music 1s done, but 
the Roost still matters 


each other's witnesses and showed each 
other a way of being together. 


PROPPED UP against the pinball 
machine by the patio door in front of the 
backside bar was an older gentleman 
with spiky dyed blond hair and a hand- 
some looking pea coat on. He was liter- 
ally beside himself with a pint of beer. 
He got up when | did and we passed 
each other going in different directions. 
"| have been coming here since the 
beginning,” he said to no one/every- 
one/himself. | remember the first time | 
saW a gay man over 50 that wasn’t on 
the news or being supported by a laugh 
track, | felt lighter and instantly recog- 
nized that being gay isn't just about pecs 
and cocks. It was about who | was and 
what | wanted to be. It wasn’t a choice 
and it wasn't going to be easy but | 
would make it and | would be fine. 

A lot of people, the Roost staff includ- 
ed, say that maybe the bar outlived its 
purpose, that because of the changes in 
society a club like the Roost was no 
longer necessary. They are wrong. You 
are wrong if you think this. So what if a 
slim-hipped, lip-pieced, pan-sexual man 
lady can go buy a beer at the Black Dog 
whenever they want. What about the 
older man in the pea coat? How welcome 
is he going to feel at the Bank? Where 
am | going to Vogue without abandon? 
Where is the small town queer that snuck 
away from home for the weekend going 
to go to get some same-sex humping? 
Not Oil City Road House, that's for sure. 
Of course we might still have Buddies, 
Prism and Boots but these are specialty 
bars aimed at a specific demographics. 
When and how are we going to see each 
other again? 

Don’t get me wrong, | am not an 
advocate for the gay bar as a community 
centre and | am the first to admit that 
the Roost was not an oasis of tolerance 
but | also understand the important role 
nightlife plays in our queer culture. It is 
under the cloak of night and the influ- 
ence of shitty music and watered down 
drinks that many of us find ourselves ... 
finding ourselves. 

By seeing people a lot like us, or a lot 
different than us we begin to see the 
world as bigger. Possibilities of how we 
can inhabit our being become vast in 
their scope. We try on various ways of 
dancing, moving, interacting and fool or 
no fool we are the better for it. 

As we fumble towards assimilation 
(or worse invisibility) we will loose sight 
of each other. Now think of the lone half 
disco ball suspended above an empty 
darkened dance floor. Dull with nothing 
to reflect. w 


EVENTS 
WEEKLY 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS MacEwan's Cantre 
for the Arts (497-4303) * For musicians of all levels to 
Play a variety of music * Tue or Wed (7:30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 Beard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St Albert © For 
adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families 
Meet each Mon including holidays (7:30pm) 


re ee SG! Culture Centre, 
- ve, * Aphilosophy for living © 
Sat, Jan. 19 (1-2pm) ¢ Free 4 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205- 
101 St (479-1999) © Basketball; Mon (5-7pm) « 
Healing Circle; Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; Mon/Thu (7- 
Spm), Tue (5-7pm) # Volleyball; Tue (6-8pm) © 
Sewing Circle; Tue (6-8pm) * Beadwork Class; Wed 
{6-8pm)  C.N.EC. Pow-wow; Wed (6-Spm) © Hip- 
Hop Class; every Thu (5-7pm) * Cree Class: Thu (6- 
8pm) © Elders and Residency; Fri (all day) * Safe 
Using and Harm Reduction; last Fri each month 
(11am-12pm) ® Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) 
© Drop-in Night; Fri (6-8pm) 


CLUB DU SOLEIL italian-Canadian Seniors Drop-in 
Centre, 9111-110 Ave (988-4144) © Singles dance * 
Sat, Jan. 12 (free dnace lessons 8-9pm; dance 9- 
lam) $10 (member)/$13 (quest) 


THE EDMONTON JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY 
Edmontor Room, Stanley A. Milner Library ® Jane 
Austen's Emma featuring Emeritus Juliet McMaster 
presenting The Geography of the Mind in Emma * 
Sat, Jan. 19 (2-4pm) ¢ Free 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta 
Museum ® Monthly meeting, a panel discussion on 
Beaverhill Lake © Fri, Jan. 18 (7pm) 


GREENPEACE © The Alberta Tar Sands will single- 
handedly stop Canada from reaching our Kyoto targets. 
If you want to put an end to one of the world’s most 
destructive projects e-mail mhudema@greenpeace.org 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
School, 6415-106 St (469-9776/452-6224) 
Www.imagesab.ca * Meets the 2nd and 4th Thu 
{8pm) each month featuring presentations, speakers, 
workshops, outings. Photographers of all levels are 
welcome 


INTERDISCIPLINARY POLITICAL THEORY GROUP 
SPEAKERS SERIES North Campus: Tory Building, 
Henry Marshall 10-4 (492-0322) © Lecture, Trauma and 
Ignorance: Deliberations in Precarious Theorzing pre- 
sented by Sharon Rosenberg @ Fri, Jan. 11 (3-4:30pm) 


LWWNCH BY THE BOOKS: LIVING A ‘HIGH RISK 
UFESTYLE?’ Stanley A. Milner Library, Main Floor 
Centre Core, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (492-7089) © 
Professor Lise Gotell from the U of A’s Women's 
Studies Program will critically analyze the concept of a 
*high risk lifestyle* which has been increasingly used 
to frame vulnerable women who experience extreme 
violence. She will look at how violence against vulner- 
able women is depicted in the media and law * Thu, 
Jan. 17 (12:05-12-50pm) * Free 


MEDITATION ¢ Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 
www.gadensamtenling.org (479-0014) by Kushok 
Lobsang Dhamchoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate 
Wed (7pm); advanced Sun (11am-1pm) * Brahma 
Kamaris World Spiritual Organization, 208- 
10192-105 St (425-1050) www.bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga 
Meditation ¢ Tranquility Meditation Tibetan 
Tradition 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) www.kar- 
matashiling.org; Beginners welcome, instruction 
available; Wed (7pm), free 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for 
parents at various city locations 


SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) * For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a 
life crisis and who feel isolated * Group meets each 
week 


SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 St 4th Fri each 
month ® $5 donations; pay-whal-you-can at the door 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 11116- 
82 Ave (988-8105) ® Documentary, We'll Take Care of 
You, hosted by Angela Bischoff * Tue, Jan. 15 ¢ Free 


a rl. 
Toastmasters Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 
9990 Jasper Ave (459-5206); Thu (6pm)* MacEwan: 
Grant MacEwan College, Rm 5-238, 10700-104 Ave 
(633-3921); Fri (noon-1pm) * Pursuers: Best Western 
Cedar Park Inn, 5116 Gateway Boulevard (457-0808), 
Wed (7-Spm) * Chanticleer Toastmasters: 
Kingsway Am, Millard Health Building, 131 Airport Rd 
(498-4608/474-1138) Thu (7-8:30am) ¢ Upward 
Bound Toastmasters Club: Norquest College, Rm 
601, 10215-108 St (454-3720); every Wed (7-8:45pm) 


PROCESS/WHILE TRYING TO SEE EVERYTHING 
Mandolin Books, 6419-112 Ave (479-4050) * A dia- 
logue about creativity and impact of non-profits on 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


Edmonton's culture with Ted Kerr and moderator Amy 
Fung * Thu, Jan. 24 (7pm) 


THE TRUTH ABOUT NUCLEAR ENERGY Telus 
Building Lecture Theatre, TEL 150, U of A Campus, 
112 St, 87 Ave (439-1160) * Presentation by Dr. 
Gordon Edwards * Wed, Jan. 16 (7pm) 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 9231- 
100 Ave * Monthly pot-luck dinner, bring/a vegetari- 
an, vegan or raw dish to serve at least 6 as well as 
your own plates and cutlery * Sun. Jan. 13 © $3 
{member)/$5 (non-member) 


WINTER CYCLING SEMINAR BikeWorks, 11047-80 
Ave, alley entrance (433-2435) * Discussion and 
advice on winter cycling presented by the Edmonton 
Bicycle Commuters’ Society * Thu, Jan. 17 (7-Spm) 
© Free, pre-register 


WOMEN IN BLACK {n front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market * Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat 
(10-114m) each month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus © Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 

(andre. grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton © 
Social group for bi-curious and bisexual women © 
2nd Thu (7:30pm) each month 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « 
Large tavern with pool tables. restaurant, shows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-7736) 
* Open nightly Spm-Sam, Fri 8pm-3pm © Sun: Rotating 
drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The 
Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in 
The GoDonna Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and toumey, 
DJ Arrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxy 
Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, 
midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made 
‘em famous! DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 « 
Www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON MUSIC NIGHT © A mature social 
group, couples and singles welcome ® E-mail edmon- 
tonmusicnight@hotmail.com for more info 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 Street * A group of 
older gay men and their admirers who have common 
social interests meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most 
months for a social period, a short meeting and a 
guest speaker, discussion panel or a potluck supper 
Special interest groups meet for other social activities 
throughout the month. email edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, 
WWW. primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamedmon- 
ton.ca ¢ Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton; 
Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465-3620); Wed (6- 
7:30pm) * Ballroom dancing; all genders; 
ballroom@teamedmonton.ca * Bootcamp; St. 
Alphonsus, 11624-81 St Mon (7-8pm); 
bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca * Bowling: Gateway 
Lanes, 100 3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (5-7pm); 
bowling@teamedmonton.ca * Curling with Pride. 
Granite Curling Club, 8620-107 St Mon (7:15pm) until 
Mar, 17, 2008; curling@teamedmonton.ca ¢ Outdoor 
Pursuits: Ski/Snowboard Trip to Banff and Lake Louise; 
Jan. 25-27; outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca * 
Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamedmonton.ca * 
Swimming: NAIT pool, 11762-106 St Tue (8-9pm), Thu 
(7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamedmonton.ca * 
Volleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal 
Airport Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed recreational 
(8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; Thu 
Intermediate; volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA 
(Hatha): free Lion's Breath Yoga; every Sun (2- 
3:30pm); yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456 Jasper Ave (488-5742) © Programs and support 
services for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS 
and related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and public 
awareness campaigns; contact?@hivedmonton.com 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Woody's, upstairs west 
of 116 St on Jasper Ave (387-3343) © Crossdressers, 
transsexuals, friends and supporters 
http://aroups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 
* Thu, Jan. 10 (8pm) 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff ¢ 3rd Thu 
each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877 975-9448/488-5768) « 
Providing confidential peer support to people living 
with HIV © Tue (7-Spm): Support group * Daily drop- 
in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St 
Jean, Rm 3-18 (490-7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS 
prevention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
English and other African languages * 3rd and 4th 
Sat (9am-5pm) each month * Free {member)/$10 
(membership) # Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate, Socializing after practices 


* Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave © Support meeting 
for parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexu- 
al and transgendered people ® 1st Tue (7pm) each 
Month * Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after 
6pm, or edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (463- 
3234) © Open: Tue-Fri 1pm-10pm, Sat 1-6.30pm © 
Drop-in, library, and community intemet services avail- 
able * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: A social time for seniors 
of all genders to get together with tea and snacks; 
every Thu (2-4pm) # Women's Discussion Group: An 
open forum for self-identified queer friendly women to 
discuss a variety of topies that interest participants; 
every Fri (7-Spm} * Suit Up and Show Up: AA big 
book study group; every Sat (12pm) Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth (up to 25 years) support 
and social group; every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail 
yuy@shaw.ca * Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun 
every month (10:30am-12:30pm) * Trans 
Education/Support Group: A place to come and be 
yourself. Support and education for Transsexual 
Transgendered, Intersexed, Two-Spirited and question- 
ing individuals at any point in transition; 1st and 3rd 
Sun each month (2-4pm); wwww.albertatrans.org © 
Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens 
and discussion group with facilitator Rob Wel 
Sun (7pm); robwells780@hotmail.com * HIV Support 
Group; second Mon each month (7pm); Richard at 488- 
3234 ® TTIQ Alliance: Transgender, Transsexual 
Intersex and questioning. Support meeting offering 
education, advocacy and support for men, women and 
youth, support meeting; second Tue each month 
(7:30pm) * PFLAG: A support and resource group for 
parents and friends of GLBT individuals; ist Tue each 
month (7pm) 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 


1555) * People of al! sexual orientations are wel- 
come. Sunday worship at 10am 


SINGLE LESBIANS 40 PLUS © A woman's social 
group gathers once a month on Sat for conversation 
over tea and coffee * Information e-mail: single- 
women40plus@hotmail.com 


STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) « » 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 


WOMONSPACE (780-482-1794) © A non-profit les- 
bian organization, organized activities held monthly 
including licenced non-smoking dances, coffee hous- 
es, family events, games nights, golf tournaments and 
more ® Wwww,gaycanada.com/womonspace, e-mail 
womonspace@gmail.com 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 


Daily (noon) ® Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick 
® Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ALBERTA NDP, RACHEL'S ROUND-UP Bonnie Doon 
Hall, 9240-93 St ¢ A chance to meet Rachel Notley, 
the Alberta NOP candidate for the Edmonton- 
Strathcona riding * Fri, Jan. 18 (8pm) * $15 and a 
donation of warm clothing for the local outreach chari- 
ties; no minors; tickets available at TIX on the Square. 
door 


DEEP FREEZE: A BYZANTINE WINTER 

ADVENTURE Alberta Ave, 9210-118 Ave (722.3733) « 
Broomball, snowshoeing and snow sculpting work- =] 
shops, hay rides, art exhibit, ancient music, Ukrainian 

food and the Sculptors’ Association of Alberta's ice 
sculpture competition * Jan. 12 {11am-5Spm) 


KARAOKE 


BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental (nn, Stony 
Plain Rd (484-7751) © Wed (8pm-12am); Thu, Fri, Sat 
(9:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (Spm- 
1am): with Off-Key Entertainment 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd (472- 
7696) © Thu (10:30pm) « Wed: Name that Tune 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue 
(9:30pm); Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) © Fr 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) * Fri (Spm- 
midnight); Hot Karaoke Productions 
LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Ga’ 
Blvd (431-5815) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution 
Entertainment 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (451-0587) » 
Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
WIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0605) * Karaoke Tue 
and Thu (7pm-12am) with Shelley 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (469-8165) * 
Thu (Spm): Name that Tune 

ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * 
Karaoke Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. 
Entertainment ¢ Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) © 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 640)-104 St 
(888-5457) ¢ Sat (Spm): Karsoke hosted by Jenny Joy 
PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 114 St, 113 Ave {451- 
8022) © Thu (9:30pm-1:30am) with Gord from 

Stonerock 

ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest 
running Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 
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¥* Big Brothers Big Sisters of Edmonton & Area 


Also serving Sherwood Park, Strathcona County, Parkland County, Camrose, Lac La Biche, Morinville and Vegreville 


Your Dream Home is custom built by AVANT! Homes and is fully furnished 
exclusively by COTTSWOOD Interiors and includes fabulous window treatments and 
outstanding accessories. 


Fountain Creek Ill is close to all amenities and is sininedlately cas cea to Biaenta 
one km. south of Sherwood Park. 


Tickets , SDE A ‘ g le 
" hw ' "6 % 


@ af + 
stillonly jm wa each, Tf Rael 


Dream Home hours: 

Mon- Thurs: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Fri: Closed 

» Sat, Sun., Holiday Monday: Noon - 5 p.m. 
In Edmonton call Other areas call toll-free in Alberta 


= 780-483-8885 1-877-483-8832 Dream Home now open! 


Phone lines are open 8 a.m. -11 p.m., 7 days a week. 


To buy tickets online, visit www.bigbrothershomelottery.org 


/rsosivoe RRM) (\ age, eh ee SS] omic, «=| Global 


Tickets can only De sold in Aiberts Purchaser must be 18 years of age - Aiberta Gaming & Liouor Commission | icanae #754800 


